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Canines trained to clear Afghanistan’s many minefields 


By J.P. Lawrence 

Stars and Stripes 

KABUL, Afghanistan — The dogs that reclaim 
war-torn Afghanistan’s minefields for peaceful use 
marched with a brisk gait around a grassy training 
field in the city center. 

They are training to sniff out mines at Kabul’s 
Mine Detection Center, a small U.S.-funded pilot 
program that first began in 1989, during the wan¬ 
ing days of the Soviet Union’s occupation of Afghan¬ 
istan. Since then, the center has cleared more than 
1.8 billion square feet of minefields. 


Mohammad 
Sharif, left, and 
Taj Mohammad 
inspect one of 
the 140 dogs 
trained at the 
Mine Detection 
Center in Kabul, 
Afghanistan, one 
of the world’s 
most heavily 
mined countries. 


“All the dogs in Afghanistan, they are trained 
here and we support them,” said Zainuddin Qurai- 
shi, the lead instructor at the center, which has 140 
German shepherds and Malinois. 

The program began with 14 aging mine-detect¬ 
ing dogs from Thailand and two captured Soviet 
dogs, with training from Thai instructors and two 
U.S. Army officers attached to the United Nations, 
according to a history of the program. The center 
now trains handlers in other countries, such as 
Tajikistan, Yemen, Sudan and South Sudan. 

A powerful sense of smell enables dogs to detect 
SEE CANINES ON PAGE 2 
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Ahmed Abu Alaa stands with his 
son Alaa in front of his grocery 
store in Damascus, Syria. 

As war wanes 
in Syria, signs 
of normal life, 
optimism return 

By Slobodan Lekic 

Stars and Stripes 

DAMASCUS, Syria — Traffic 
flows normally again, masses of 
children trod to school through 
streets that used to be on the front 
line, shoppers and office workers 
clog the commercial avenues that 
were once the target of rebel ar¬ 
tillery fire. 

The once ubiquitous sand¬ 
bagged roadblocks — adorned 
with Syrian flags and posters of 
President Bashar Assad — that 
created massive traffic jams 
throughout the capital are either 
gone or empty of gun-toting sol¬ 
diers and policemen who used to 
man them. 

There are still reminders of the 
Syrian civil war, such as reports 
by state television of a missile 
strike near the airport Tuesday. 
But generally, while the war rages 
on in other parts of the country, 
life in the capital appears to be 
returning to the chaotic normal¬ 
ity that has long characterized 
the city of 2.6 million people. 

Stars and Stripes was granted 
a four-day visa to visit the city, 
though a reporter was not allowed 
to go farther afield and requests 
to interview senior officials were 
not granted. 

In early 2012, the U.S. withdrew 
its diplomats and shuttered its 
embassy in Damascus soon after 

SEE SYRIA ON PAGE 6 
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Canines: Dogs taught 
to ID dozens of explosives 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

the fumes of a mine. Trainers 
teach the dogs to identify the 
smells of dozens of explosives, in¬ 
cluding plastic and ceramic mines 
that would go undetected by mag¬ 
netic mine detectors, Quraishi 
said. The dogs can also find mines 
in areas where there is too much 
metal in the ground for mine de¬ 
tectors to handle. 

“The mine detector goes, ‘Beep, 
beep, beep, beep,’ but the dogs — 
they go right to it,” Quraishi said. 

The U.S. and other NATO part¬ 
ners currently have two dog-train¬ 
ing facilities at Bagram Air Base 
and Hamid Karzai International 
Airport, where they school Af¬ 
ghan security forces on handling 
military working dogs to sweep 
vehicles and checkpoints. 

Training Afghan handlers 
means overcoming different ways 
in which Afghans and Americans 
view dogs, as few Afghans keep 
dogs as pets and some Muslims 
consider them unclean. 

“It was kind of rough at the 
beginning ... asking them to do 
things they weren’t accustomed to 
doing, and they were getting ridi¬ 
culed by everybody for doing it,” 
said Air Force Tech. Sgt. Joshua 
Giles, an adviser for the Train, 
Advise and Assist Command-Air. 

Afghanistan is one of the 
world’s most heavily mined coun¬ 
tries. Mines have been planted 
here during the last four decades 
of war, including ones provided 
by the U.S. as part of covert as¬ 
sistance to resistance fighters 
against the Soviet Union. 

At least 23,000-30,000 Afghans 
have been killed or injured by 
mines between 1979 to 2015, ac¬ 
cording information from HALO 


Watch the dogs go through 
basic training at 

www.stripes.com/go/gooddogs 




Trust, a U.K. nonprofit organiza¬ 
tion, and a report by PBS. One 
survey found at least 100 people 
a month lose their lives in explo¬ 
sions caused by mines and similar 
devices, according to a report by 
Swiss-based Landmine & Cluster 
Munition Monitor. 

About half of the mine clear¬ 
ance work in Afghanistan is 
performed by the center’s dogs, 
said the center’s chief executive, 
Mohammad Shahab Hakimi. In 
nearly 30 years, the center has 
trained about 1,100 dogs, he said. 

Most of the animals come from 
the Netherlands, but since 1994 
the center has also bred its own 
dogs. 

About half of the puppies pass 
the 18-month course and become 
mine-detection dogs, Quraishi 
said. The rest are trained to sniff 
for bombs at checkpoints or be¬ 
come watchdogs. They must pass 
obedience and dummy minefield 
tests. 

Trainers start with young pup¬ 
pies by tossing rubber balls and 
teaching them to retrieve. 

During a recent obedience test, 
the dogs turned in tandem with 
their trainers, facing left, right 
and then walking in a large circle 
around the training fields. 

Dogs must find every mine to 
pass the final dummy minefield 
test, Quraishi said. 

One handler, Mohammed Shar¬ 
if, held the leash of Olga, his 7- 
year-old Malinois, as he squatted 
at the corner of a 10-by-10-yard 
square in the center of the field. 

Olga sniffed in a straight line 



Photos by J.P. Lawrence/S tars and Stripes 


Gpsco, a 7-year-old Malinois and a veteran mine detection dog, searches an array of containers for the 
one that contains explosives as part of training at the Mine Detection Center in Kabul, a program that 
began as a U.S funded pilot program in 1989. 


until she got to the end of the box. 
She doubled back, traversing the 
field in parallel lines in accor¬ 
dance with her training. 

On her second pass Olga 
stopped, sat down and looked 
back at her partner. She had found 
a mine. 

Sharif held a ball up and Olga 
scampered to him. A second dog 
and handler entered the course to 
sniff and verify. 

Over the years, numerous dogs 
and their handlers have been 
harmed while clearing mines 
— including the center’s director, 
who was kidnapped in 1994. 

Sharif said he joined the center 
14 years ago to help people. He’s 
worked with five dogs on missions 
to 16 provinces clearing mines. 
Olga is his favorite. 

“I always trust my dog. I’m 
never scared,” Sharif said. 

Iawrence.jp@stripes.com 
Twitter: @jplawrence3 



Trainer Zia u din guides Virkerikki, a mine detection dog, through an 
obstacle course. 
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US troops in Afghanistan celebrate July 4 



Phillip Walter WELLMAN/Stars and Stripes 


Stephenie Jonas-Sullivan, a U.S. citizen who advises the Afghan Interior Ministry on gender issues, 
celebrates Independence Day with Gen. John Nicholson, the U.S.’ top commander in Afghanistan, at 
NATO’s Resolute Support headquarters on Wednesday. 


By Phillip Walter Wellman 

Stars and Stripes 

KABUL, Afghanistan—Amer¬ 
ican flags could be seen in all cor¬ 
ners of NATO’s Resolute Support 
headquarter in Kabul on Wednes¬ 
day as U.S. servicemembers cel¬ 
ebrated Independence Day. 

Gen. John Nicholson, the U.S.’ 
top commander in Afghanistan, 
spoke during a lunchtime cer¬ 
emony at the base to mark the 
holiday. 

“For American servicemen and 
women who are deployed over¬ 
seas, this day holds a very spe¬ 
cial significance, and it reminds 
us of the tremendous sacrifices 
made by previous generations of 
patriots in all of America’s wars 
in defense of liberty at home and 
abroad,” Nicholson said. 

He added that lessons learned 
during the U.S.’ push for freedom 
more than 240 years ago could 
be applied to Afghanistan today, 
highlighting the once-acrimoni- 
ous relationship between the U.S. 
and U.K. 

“We hope Afghans will remem¬ 
ber this, that reconciliation is 
possible between rivals,” Nichol¬ 
son said. 

It’s widely agreed that a politi¬ 
cal solution between the Afghan 
government and the Taliban is 


the only way to end the 16-year 
conflict, America’s longest war. 
Nicholson also praised the 


sacrifices of those attending 
Wednesday’s ceremony, which 
included troops and civilian con¬ 


tractors from the U.S. and coali¬ 
tion countries. U.S. Ambassador 
to Afghanistan John Bass was 


also present. 

Stephenie Jonas-Sullivan, a 
U.S. citizen who advises the Af¬ 
ghan Interior Ministry on gen¬ 
der issues, arrived at the event 
dressed as the Statue of Liberty. 

“I’m wearing this because it’s 
quintessentially a Fourth of July 
symbol for the United States, and 
I think it’s an important symbol 
here because in our particular 
office, which is the gender in¬ 
tegration office, we are looking 
for equality and liberty for the 
women of Afghanistan,” she said. 

U.S. troops who spoke to Stars 
and Stripes said they were happy 
to be celebrating Independence 
Day in Afghanistan. 

“It’s an important holiday be¬ 
cause we fight for it,” said Army 
Cpl. Ruby Cruz, of the 191st Re¬ 
gional Support Group Forward 
from Fort Allen, Puerto Rico. 

Cruz said she missed the cel¬ 
ebrations back home, which are 
sometimes planned a month in 
advance. “But we have fun here, 
too,” she said, smiling. “So it’s not 
too bad.” 

The Independence Day cere¬ 
mony was to be followed by a bar¬ 
becue dinner in the evening. 

wellman.phillip@stripes.com 
Twitter: @pwwellman 
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USAF ends flying part 
of test after A-29 crash 



Ryan CALLAGHAN/Courtesy of the U.S. Air Force 


U.S. Air Force Capt. Matthew Clayton, 81st Fighter Squadron instructor pilot, flies 
an A-29 Super Tucano in 2015 near Moody Air Force Base, Ga. The Air Force has 
stopped the flying portion of a test after a Navy pilot was killed in an A-29 crash. 


By Corey Dickstein 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — The Air Force has 
ended the flying portion of an experiment 
to test the merits of light-attack aircraft 
following the crash of an A-29 Super Tu¬ 
cano in New Mexico that killed a Navy test 
pilot, officials announced Tuesday. 

However, the service has not canceled 
the program completely, Lt. Gen. Arnie 
Bunch, the Air Force’s top general for ac¬ 
quisition told reporters at the Pentagon. 
It will continue collecting data about the 
A-29 and the AT-6B Wolverine — a turbo¬ 
prop, light-attack aircraft that it has been 
testing — as officials determine whether 
the service should add one of those models 
to its inventory. 

“Right now we have not made that de¬ 
cision,” Bunch said. “Right now all the 
indications are that [the planes are] per¬ 
forming as we expected the platforms to 
perform. 

“It’s a tragedy. And we’re heartbroken 
by it, but we have not made a commitment 
that we will not go forward with” the light 
attack program. 

The Air Force is considering purchasing 
hundreds of light-attack planes as it looks 
for a cheaper, less-sophisticated alternative 
to using its advanced fourth- and fifth-gen¬ 
eration fighter jets for bombing missions 


in areas where major air defenses do not 
exist, such as Afghanistan. It would allow 
the service to focus its fighter pilots on pre¬ 
paring for a potential war with a near-peer 
adversary, such as China, Russia or North 
Korea, Bunch said. 

If senior Air Force officials choose to 
purchase the light-attack aircraft, the ser¬ 
vice intends to seek bids by December, 
Bunch said. 

The Air Force had already spent months 
testing Textron Aviation’s AT-6B Wolver¬ 
ine and the A-29 Super Tucano, a joint 
product of the Sierra Nevada Corp. and 
Embraer Defense & Security, before the 
June 22 crash at Red Rio Bombing Range 
that killed Navy Lt. Christopher Carey 
Short. 

The Air Force completed the first of two 
planned flying phases last year at Hollo¬ 
man Air Force Base in New Mexico. That 
phase featured four aircraft and saw test 
pilots from the Air Force, Navy and Ma¬ 
rine Corps test the planes in hundreds of 
hours of flying. 

In February, the Air Force announced 
it had narrowed the field to the A-29, the 
plane that the Afghan Air Force flies in 
combat missions, and the AT-6B, a combat- 
outfitted version of the T-6 Texan that the 
U.S. military already uses to train student 
pilots. 

The Air Force began the second phase of 


the flying experiment May 7 at Holloman 
in what was planned to be three months 
of flying to determine maintenance and 
sustainment requirements of the aircraft 
while also conducting additional scrutiny 
of their combat capabilities, Bunch said. 

While the crash that killed Short led to 
the cancelation of the flying portion of the 
second phase of the light-attack experi¬ 
ment, Bunch said the Air Force was still 
considering both models of aircraft that it 
was testing. 

He said the investigation had not turned 


up any issues about the A-29 that would 
indicate the United States or its Afghan 
partners should cease flying it in training 
or combat. 

“I’m not aware of anything that we’ve 
changed right now,” the general said. 

Bunch declined to provide any additional 
details about the crash investigation, say¬ 
ing the initial probe would likely last about 
a month and follow-up studies would take 
additional time. 

dickstein.corey@stripes.com 
Twitter: @CDicksteinDC 
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NATO allies defend spending 


NATO defense spending 

Estimated percentage of each NATO member country’s gross 
domestic product GDP spent on defense in 2017: 


By Lorne Cook 
and Jan M. Olsen 
Associated Press 

BRUSSELS — NATO allies 
are pushing back against U.S. 
criticism that they are not spend¬ 
ing enough on defense as Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump ratchets up 
pressure ahead of a summit next 
week. 

In the weeks leading up to 
NATO’s July 11-12 summit in 
Brussels, Trump sent letters to 
the governments of Norway, other 
European allies and Canada de¬ 
manding that they boost their de¬ 
fense spending. 

After Russia annexed Ukraine’s 
Crimean Peninsula in 2014, NATO 
allies agreed to stop cutting de¬ 
fense budgets, to start spending 
more as their economies grew and 
to move toward a goal of devoting 
2 percent of GDP to defense with¬ 
in a decade. 

In an email Tuesday to The 
Associated Press, Norwegian 
Defense Minister Frank Bakke- 
Jensen said “Norway stands by its 
decision of the NATO Summit in 
2014 and is following up on this.” 

Norway has spent “far beyond” 
NATO’s target on new military 
equipment, he added. 

In Germany, “we stand by the 2 
percent goal we’ve set,” Defense 


Minister Ursula von der Leyen 
said Tuesday. “We’re on the path 
there. And we’re prepared ... to 
take substantial responsibility 
within the alliance.” 

When faced with the suggestion 
that the German government’s 
explanations might not impress 
Trump, von der Leyen retort¬ 
ed, “We don’t want to impress 
anyone.” 

Germany is “investing as much 
as necessary, as appropriate and 
as is fair toward our common al¬ 
lies or partners in the alliance,” 
she said. 

The upcoming NATO summit is 
the first major meeting since the 
fractious Group of Seven talks in 
Canada last month. NATO offi¬ 
cials are concerned that trans-At¬ 
lantic divisions over trade tariffs, 
as well as the U.S. pullout from the 
Paris global climate agreement 
and the Iran nuclear deal, could 
undermine alliance unity. 

In the letter to Norwegian Prime 
Minister Ema Solberg, dated June 
19, Trump wrote that despite her 
country’s important role in the al¬ 
liance Norway “remains the only 
NATO ally sharing a border with 
Russia that lacks a credible plan 
to spend 2 percent of its gross do¬ 
mestic product on defense.” 

The stance was repeated in a 
similar letter to Belgium, where 


Trump said it will “become in¬ 
creasingly difficult to justify to 
American citizens why some 
countries continue to fail to meet 
our shared collective security 
commitments.” 

Trump dressed down his NATO 
counterparts last year, publicly 
berating them for not spending 
enough and claiming they owe the 
U.S. money. When he first came to 
office he even suggested that the 
U.S. — by far NATO’s most power¬ 
ful ally — might not protect coun¬ 
tries that don’t pull their weight. 

Belgian Prime Minister Charles 
Michel played down the impor¬ 
tance of the letter he received, 
saying it was “typical” of things 
sent ahead of meetings like the 
NATO summit. 

“I am not too intimidated by this 
type of mail,” he said, adding that 
Belgium is doing its part in the 
military alliance. 

In Canada, Defense Minister 
Harjit Sajjan’s chief of communi¬ 
cations said the government has 
committed to increasing funding 
by more than 70 percent over the 
next decade. 

Despite the political rhetoric 
from the Trump administration, 
the 2 percent figure does not con¬ 
cern spending on NATO and no 
one owes the alliance or any ally 
money. 


United States 

Greece 2.36 

United Kingdom 



It is about the size of national de¬ 
fense budgets only. Other factors 
that nations take into consideration 
when looking at burden-sharing 
are the amount of money spent on 
new military equipment and con¬ 
tributions to NATO operations. 


But the U.S. spends more on de¬ 
fense than all the others combined 
— 3.61 percent of GDP in 2016, or 
around $664 billion. That’s rough¬ 
ly two thirds of total spending on 
national budgets, according to 
NATO estimates. 
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Syria: Signs of change evident throughout Damascus 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

then-President Barack Obama called on 
Assad to step aside and introduced sanc¬ 
tions against Syria. Almost seven years 
later, Assad’s grip on power appears strong 
though much of the country has been dev¬ 
astated by war. 

The fighting has uprooted nearly half of 
Syria’s pre-war population of 22 million. 
According to United Nations statistics, 
around 5 million have fled Syria, mostly 
to neighboring countries or Europe. Six 
million more are internally displaced, the 
majority having fled to areas under gov¬ 
ernment control. 

Bishop Armash Nalbandian, primate of 
the Armenian diocese of Damascus, said 
there is a sense among his parishioners 
that the war, which has reportedly killed 
at least 300,000 people, is finally winding 
down. 

A church-run school recently reopened, 
after being closed for three years, follow¬ 
ing the expulsion in April of rebels who oc¬ 
cupied the eastern outskirts of Damascus 
since the early days of the Syrian war in 
2011. Classes resumed after the militants, 
who had regularly shelled the mainly 
Christian neighborhood from nearby dis¬ 
tricts, were granted safe passage in a Rus¬ 
sia-mediated peace deal. 

“The front line used to be just 200 meters 
from this church,” Nalbandian said. “The 


church and adjoining school were repeat¬ 
edly targeted from the other side. After a 
mortar round killed two students in 2015 
we had to discontinue classes.” 

Hopes for economic renewal 

Damascenes expressed relief that the 
sporadic mortar and rocket attacks on 
civilian neighborhoods ceased after the 
militants were removed from their last 
bridgeheads near the capital. According to 
unofficial counts, about 16,000 people per¬ 
ished in Damascus and its surroundings 
from rebel fire since 2012. 

In Damascus, the Armenian Orthodox 
Church is just inside the ancient walls of 
the capital’s old quarter, which consists of 
a maze of narrow alleys and Ottoman Em¬ 
pire-era buildings. Some of the buildings 
have been turned into boutique hotels with 
verdant courtyards — and small shops like 
those that used to cater to the hundreds of 
thousands of tourists before the war. 

Now many of the shopkeepers along 
Tariq al-Mostaqim, or Straight Street, that 
cuts across the walled town also say they 
believe an end to the conflict is in sight. 
That would mean the return of tourists to a 
city believed to be the oldest inhabited lo¬ 
cation in the world. 

“We of course hope this normality means 
the end of the war is near,” said Eli Kassis, 


owner of a business making the famous 
Syrian furniture with inlaid mother-of- 
pearl mosaics. 

Some businessmen were already consid¬ 
ering investing in improving the capacities 
of enterprises that are expected to grow 
quickly if peace returns. 

“The business climate is already much 
better than a couple of years ago,” said 
Ahmad Abu Alaa, a grocery owner who 
said he was planning to expand his shop. 
He said that before the war the neighbor¬ 
hood was full of foreign students studying 
at Damascus University, one of the largest 
and oldest in the Arab world. 

“I am sure they will return when the war 
ends. I am very optimistic,” Alaa said. 

While the situation in Damascus today is 
certainly not representative of most other 
places in the war-torn nation, major signs 
of change are everywhere. 

Shops, cafes, hookah lounges and res¬ 
taurants remain open until late at night. 
Thousands of customers fill the streets 
on weekend nights or holidays, in sharp 
contrast to the situation a few months ago 
when residents huddled indoors to escape 
the occasional shelling. 

Moufit Moukabaa, a jeweler from Jobar, 
said he was kidnapped and forced by mili¬ 
tants to turn over his business and about 
27 pounds of gold jewelry after they took 
control of the district in 2011. 


“We lost everything to the terrorist rob¬ 
bers,” he said standing in front of his broth¬ 
er’s clothing store in the capital’s Mlehah 
neighborhood. “There were many groups 
here, but they were all criminals and their 
aim was to drive out the Christians and all 
others who opposed them.” 

Assad’s support holds 

Assad’s government has enjoyed the sup¬ 
port of Syria’s minority religious and eth¬ 
nic groups such as the Christians, Shiites, 
Alawites, Druze and some Kurds. 

The opposition has come primarily from 
the Sunni Muslim population, which com¬ 
prises about 74 percent of the population, 
according to the CIA World Factbook. 

Protests in 2011 prior to the war cited 
social inequality, economic woes and 
widespread human rights abuses by the 
government under Assad, who took over 
the country in 2000 after the death of his 
father, Hafez Assad, who ruled for nearly 
30 years. 

As the fighting spread, opposition forc¬ 
es became splintered, with U.S.-backed 
forces advocating democratic reforms and 
others, including Islamic State, advocating 
militant Islamism. 

SEE SYRIA ON PAGE 7 
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Mohammad el-Zayed, manager of Nabeel’s Sweets in Damascus, 
Syria, and his sons prepare boxes of candy in the shop. The 
shop plans to hire workers to meet increased demand now that 
customers no longer fear coming to the shop. 

Syria: Russian intervention 
turns tide toward Assad forces 


Help sought in Syria as 
mass graves uncovered 



AP 


Syrian security force members remove human remains in December 
2017 at a site where two mass graves are believed to contain the 
bodies of civilians and troops killed by ISIS near Raqqa, Syria. 


FROM PAGE 6 

Russia’s military intervention, 
which began in late 2015, has 
turned the tide in favor of Assad’s 
forces. The combination of Rus¬ 
sian airpower, an influx of Ira¬ 
nian ground forces and fighters 
from Lebanon’s Hezbollah militia 
proved too much for rebel groups 
in multiple parts of the country. 
Government forces are now esti¬ 
mated to control about two-thirds 
of the country’s territory and all 
of its major cities. 

In Damascus, the evacuation 
of rebels after a brokered peace 
deal from the eastern neighbor¬ 
hood of Jobar and suburb of East 
Ghouta preceded airstrikes tar¬ 
geting Syria’s chemical weapons 
program by the United States, 
Britain and France on April 13. 

The airstrikes came follow¬ 
ing a suspected chlorine bomb 
attack by Syrian government 
forces against rebel-held areas of 
East Ghouta. The attack killed 49 
people, including 11 children, ac¬ 
cording to The New York Times, 
which cited a United Nations 
draft report. 

President Donald Trump 
called Assad a monster for or¬ 
dering the attack. The Syrian 
and Russian governments denied 
any involvement, arguing that it 
would make no sense to attack 
the defeated rebels with banned 
chemical weapons while nego¬ 
tiations for their evacuation were 
concluding. 

Despite the U.S. airstrikes and 
rhetoric, there is doubt regard¬ 
ing Washington’s commitment to 
backing Assad’s opposition. Syr¬ 
ian forces recently launched an 
offensive with support from Rus¬ 
sian air cover in Daraa Province, 
south of Damascus near the Jor¬ 
danian border. 

The Britain-based Syrian Ob¬ 
servatory for Human Rights and 
Daraa-based opposition activ¬ 
ist Osama Hourani said that the 
U.S. has informed rebel groups in 
southern Syria that Washington 
will not intervene, according to 
The Associated Press. 


The US endgame 

Assad’s troops and their allies 
in some regions in the Euphrates 
River Valley are located close to 
about 2,000 U.S. special opera¬ 
tions forces in the country, ac¬ 
cording to the Pentagon. 

The Americans—working with 
a coalition cobbled from a Kurd¬ 
ish militia and their Arab allies, 
known as the Syrian Democratic 
Forces — expelled ISIS and occu¬ 
pied the group’s de facto capital 
of Raqqa in October. 

Airstrikes and heavy artillery 
bombardments left the city in 
ruins and killed or wounded thou¬ 
sands of civilians, according to a 
recent report by Amnesty Inter¬ 
national. Last week, U.S.-backed 
Syrian forces declared a three- 
day curfew blocking entrance 
and exit from Raqqa, citing ISIS 
plans to bomb the city. 

The U.S. military has also had 
to repeatedly to use a “deconflic- 
tion hotline” with the Russians to 
avoid potential clashes with their 
fighter-bombers and helicopters. 

A Western diplomat covering 
Syria said the danger of clashes 
between those forces, which 
seemed possible during the gov¬ 
ernment’s final offensive to oust 
Jeish al Islam and other militant 
groups from eastern Damascus, 
appeared to ebb after the rebel 
fighters were evacuated. 

“Most wars end in unsatisfying 
ways. There is little triumph to be 
had (but) things will be better for 
many Syrians if political violence 
keeps declining,” said Jacquelin 
L. Hazelton, a professor of strat¬ 
egy at the Naval War College. 

“Will Syria be a more just 
place? No. But that outcome was 
never likely,” said Hazelton, who 
studies foreign military interven¬ 
tions in internal conflicts. 

“Assad’s remaining in power, 
however unpalatable, is likely to 
mean far fewer violent deaths 
than continued civil war,” she 
said. “For the United States, 
the costs of Assad remaining in 
power are limitedjwell, that out¬ 
come is nearing.” 
lekic.slobodan@stripes.com 


By Bassem Mroue 

Associated Press 

BEIRUT — Syrians working to 
uncover mass graves in an area 
once ruled by Islamic State need 
help to preserve evidence, identi¬ 
fy human remains and shed more 
light on the horrors perpetrated 
by the militants, an international 
watchdog said Tuesday. 

Human Rights Watch said 
thousands of bodies — of civilians 
slain by the extremists, residents 
killed in airstrikes by the U.S.-led 
coalition and of ISIS fighters — 
remain to be recovered in several 
mass graves in and around the 
city of Raqqa. The appeal came 
in a new report released Tuesday 
by the New York-based group. 

Local members of the Raqqa 
Civil Council, a governing body 
set up by U.S.-backed and Kurd¬ 
ish-led forces, are “struggling 
to cope with the logistical chal¬ 
lenges of collecting and organiz¬ 
ing information” on the bodies 
uncovered and providing it to 
families searching for missing 
or dead relatives, Human Rights 
Watch said. 

Raqqa was the extremists’ de 
facto capital and the seat of their 
self-proclaimed caliphate, which 
at the height of their power in 
2014 stretched across a third of 
both Syria and Iraq. Since then 
an array of Syrian and Iraqi forc¬ 
es have driven ISIS from virtu¬ 
ally all the territory it once held, 
but the group is still present in 
remote areas along the border. 

The extremist group, which 
attracted fighters from around 
the world, carried out mass kill¬ 
ings and other atrocities, includ¬ 
ing public beheadings. Women 
and men accused of adultery 
were stoned to death, while men 


Associated Press 

BEIRUT — Islamic State says 
the son of its leader has been 
killed fighting Syrian govern¬ 
ment forces. 

The announcement of the death 
of the young son of Abu Bakr al- 
Baghdadi appeared on the group’s 
social media accounts late Tues¬ 
day. It included a picture of a young 
boy carrying a rifle and identified 
him as Huthaifa al-Badri. 

The statement, dated this 
month, said he was an elite fight¬ 
er, known as an “inghimasi,” who 
was killed while fighting Syrian 
and Russia troops at a power sta¬ 
tion in the central Homs prov¬ 
ince. It did not specify when he 
was killed. 

The Syrian Observatory for 
Human Rights, a war monitoring 
group, said the most recent ISIS 
operations in the area were in the 
first two weeks of June. 

Al-Baghdadi has been reported 


believed to be gay were thrown 
from the tops of buildings and 
then pelted with stones. 

Human Rights Watch said identi¬ 
fying missing people and preserving 
evidence for possible prosecutions 
is critical for Syria’s future. 

“Raqqa city has at least nine 
mass graves, each one estimated 
to have dozens, if not hundreds, 
of bodies, making exhumations a 
monumental task,” said Priyanka 
Motaparthy, acting emergen¬ 
cies director at Human Rights 
Watch.“Without the right techni¬ 
cal assistance, these exhumations 
may not provide families with the 
answers they have been waiting 
for and could damage or destroy 
evidence crucial to future justice 
efforts.” 

Human Rights Watch quoted 
Yasser al-Khamis, head of first 
responders in Raqqa, as saying 
that land mines further compli- 


killed or wounded on a number of 
occasions but is widely believed 
to still be alive. Little is known 
about al-Baghdadi’s family, but a 
woman and a child who were said 
to be his wife and daughter were 
detained in Lebanon in 2014. 

ISIS has been driven from 
nearly all the territory it once con¬ 
trolled in Syria and Iraq, though 
it still maintains a presence in the 


cate exhumations. 

Recovery and analysis of re¬ 
mains from mass graves is a 
complex process that requires a 
high level of expertise. Exhuma¬ 
tions carried out without forensic 
experts can destroy critical evi¬ 
dence and complicate the identi¬ 
fication of bodies, the report said. 

The team in Raqqa, for in¬ 
stance, didn’t take photographs 
of bodies in accordance with in¬ 
ternational forensic standards, 
which is important in documenta¬ 
tion, Human Rights Watch said. 

Ibrahim al-Hassan, the head 
of the U.S.-backed Raqqa Re¬ 
construction Committee, said 
the enormity of the task became 
clear only after the team of first 
responders began its work. 

“We didn’t expect to have that 
many graves, and there could be 
even more,” he said by telephone 
from Raqqa. 


Syrian desert and remote areas 
along the border. 

The Observatory said late 
Tuesday that one of the group’s 
last pockets in the eastern Syrian 
province of Deir el-Zour came 
under intense shelling from the 
U.S-led coalition. At least 12 mili¬ 
tants are believed to have been 
killed in Hajin, the Observatory 
said. 
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MILITARY _ 

Official: Trump's Venezuela 
invasion query stunned aides 



Ariana Cubillos/AP 


A senior administration official said advisers were stunned when 
President Donald Trump asked about a military option to deal with 
Venezuela President Nicolas Maduro, above. 


By Joshua Goodman 

Associated. Press 

BOGOTA, Colombia — As a 
meeting last August in the Oval 
Office to discuss sanctions on 
Venezuela was concluding, Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump turned to his 
top aides and asked an unsettling 
question: With a fast unraveling 
Venezuela threatening regional se¬ 
curity, why can’t the U.S. just sim¬ 
ply invade the troubled country? 

The suggestion stunned those 
present at the meeting, including 
Secretary of State Rex Tillerson 
and national security adviser H.R. 
McMaster, both of whom have 
since left the administration. This 
account of the previously undis¬ 
closed conversation comes from a 
senior administration official fa¬ 
miliar with what was said. 

In an exchange that lasted 
around five minutes, McMaster 
and others took turns explaining to 
Trump how military action could 
backfire and risk losing hard-won 
support among Latin American 
governments to punish President 
Nicolas Maduro for taking Ven¬ 
ezuela down the path of dictator¬ 
ship, according to the official. The 
official spoke on the condition of 
anonymity because of the sensi¬ 
tive nature of the discussions. 

But Trump pushed back. Al¬ 
though he gave no indication he 
was about to order up military 
plans, he pointed to what he con¬ 
sidered past cases of successful 
gunboat diplomacy in the region, 
according to the official, like the 
invasions of Panama and Grenada 
in the 1980s. 

The idea, despite his aides’ best 
attempts to shoot it down, would 
nonetheless persist in the presi¬ 


dent’s head. 

The next day, Aug. 11, Trump 
alarmed friends and foes alike 
with talk of a “military option” 
to remove Maduro from power. 
The public remarks were initially 
dismissed in U.S. policy circles as 
the sort of martial bluster people 
have come to expect from the re¬ 
ality TV star-turned-commander 
in chief. 

But shortly afterward, he raised 
the issue with Colombian President 
Juan Manuel Santos, according to 
the U.S. official. Two high-rank¬ 
ing Colombian officials who spoke 
on condition of anonymity to avoid 
antagonizing Trump confirmed 
the report. 

Then in September, on the side¬ 
lines of the U.N. General Assem¬ 
bly, Trump discussed it again, 
this time at greater length, in a 
private dinner with leaders from 
four Latin American allies that 
included Santos, the same three 
people said and Politico reported 
in February. 

The U.S. official said Trump 
was specifically briefed not to 
raise the issue and told it wouldn’t 
play well, but the first thing the 
president said at the dinner was, 
“My staff told me not to say this.” 

Trump then went around ask¬ 
ing each leader if they were sure 
they didn’t want a military solu¬ 
tion, according to the official, who 
added that each leader told Trump 
in clear terms they were sure. 

Eventually, McMaster would 
pull aside the president and walk 
him through the dangers of an in¬ 
vasion, the official said. 

Taken together, the behind- 
the-scenes talks, the extent and 
details of which have not been 
previously reported, highlight 


how Venezuela’s political and eco¬ 
nomic crisis has received top at¬ 
tention under Trump in a way that 
was unimaginable in the Obama 
administration. But critics say it 
also underscores how his “Amer¬ 
ica First” foreign policy at times 
can seem outright reckless, pro¬ 
viding ammunition to America’s 
adversaries. 

The White House declined to 
comment on the private conver¬ 
sations. But a National Security 
Council spokesman reiterated 
that the U.S. will consider all op¬ 
tions at its disposal to help restore 
Venezuela’s democracy and bring 
stability. 

Under Trump’s leadership, the 
U.S., Canada and European Union 
have levied sanctions on dozens of 
top Venezuelan officials, includ¬ 
ing Maduro, over allegations of 
corruption, drug trafficking and 
human rights abuses. The U.S. has 
also distributed more than $30 
million to help Venezuela’s neigh¬ 
bors absorb an influx of more than 
1 million migrants who have fled 
the country. 

For Maduro, who has long 
claimed that the U.S. has military 
designs on Venezuela and its vast 
oil reserves, Trump’s bellicose 
talk provided the unpopular lead¬ 
er with an immediate if short-lived 
boost as he was trying to escape 
blame for widespread food short¬ 
ages and hyperinflation. 

Within days of the president’s 
talk of a military option, Maduro 
filled the streets of Caracas with 
loyalists to condemn “Emperor” 
Trump’s belligerence, ordered up 
nationwide military exercises and 
threatened with arrest opponents 
he said were plotting his over¬ 
throw with the U.S. 


“Mind your own business and 
solve your own problems, Mr. 
Trump!” thundered Nicolas Mad¬ 
uro, the president’s son, at the 
government-stacked constituent 
assembly. 

“If Venezuela were attacked, 
the rifles will arrive in New York, 
Mr. Trump,” the younger Madu¬ 
ro said. “We will take the White 
House.” 

Even some of the staunchest U.S. 
allies were begrudgingly forced to 
side with Maduro in condemning 
Trump’s saber rattling. 

Santos, a big backer of U.S. at¬ 
tempts to isolate Maduro, said an 
invasion would have zero support 
in the region. 

The Mercosur trade bloc, which 
includes Brazil and Argentina, is¬ 
sued a statement saying “the only 
acceptable means of promoting 
democracy are dialogue and diplo¬ 
macy” and repudiating “any op¬ 
tion that implies the use of force.” 

But among Venezuela’s belea¬ 
guered opposition movement, 
hostility to the idea of a military 


intervention has slowly eased. 

A few weeks after Trump’s pub¬ 
lic comments, Harvard econom¬ 
ics professor Ricardo Hausmann, 
a former Venezuelan planning 
minister, wrote a syndicated col¬ 
umn titled “D Day Venezuela,” in 
which he called for a “coalition of 
the willing” made up of regional 
powers and the U.S. to step in and 
support militarily a government 
appointed by the opposition-led 
national assembly. 

Mark Feierstein, who oversaw 
Latin America on the National Se¬ 
curity Council during the Obama 
administration, said that strident 
U.S. action on Venezuela, how¬ 
ever commendable, won’t loosen 
Maduro’s grip on power if it’s not 
accompanied by pressure from 
the streets. 

However, he thinks Venezuelans 
have largely been demoralized 
after a crackdown on protests last 
year triggered dozens of deaths, 
and the threat of more repression 
has forced dozens of opposition 
leaders into exile. 


President celebrates servicemembers in WVa. visit 



By Jill Colvin 

Associated Press 


Chris Jackson/AP 

Veterans listen Tuesday as President Donald Trump thanks them for their service at a “Salute to 
Service” charity dinner at The Greenbrier in White Sulphur Springs, W.Va. 


WHITE SULPHUR SPRINGS, 
W.Va. — President Donald Trump 
celebrated active-duty service mem¬ 
bers and veterans during a military 
tribute Tuesday on the eve of Inde¬ 
pendence Day. 

Delivering remarks at a “Salute to 
Service” charity dinner at the Green¬ 
brier resort in White Sulphur Springs, 
W.Va., Trump praised “Americans of 
every generation” who have served in 
the armed forces. 

The event was held in conjunction 
with the PGA Tour’s Greenbrier Clas¬ 
sic, which has been rechristened as “A 
Military Tribute at The Greenbrier.” 

The venerable resort is owned by 
the state’s Republican governor, pres¬ 
idential ally Jim Justice. 

Highlighting his efforts to boost 
spending for the military, Trump 
said, “As the golfers can tell you, the 
stronger we get, the less likely it is 
that we will have to use it.” 

An avid golfer, Trump praised the 
“incredible athletes” in attendance. 

“These are unbelievably talented 
people,” he said. “They’re talented in 


their mind and in their body. Their 
muscles are strong, but their mind 
has to be stronger.” 

The event marked Trump’s latest 
appearance in a state he won by more 
than 40 percentage points in 2016. Its 
Democratic senator, Joe Manchin, is 
seeking re-election. 

Trump has criticized Manchin for 
voting against tax cuts the president 
enacted last year. Manchin is among 
Democrats with whom Trump re¬ 
cently discussed the vacancy on the 
Supreme Court. 

Trump previewed his upcoming 
nomination to fill the vacancy, say¬ 
ing he “hit a home run” with Justice 
Neil Gorsuch, whom he picked for the 
nation’s high court last year. “We’re 
going to hit a home run here,” he 
said. 

The president also criticized calls 
from some Democrats to abolish U.S. 
Immigration and Customs Enforce¬ 
ment, the federal agency charged 
with detaining and deporting unau¬ 
thorized immigrants. 

“We’re not abandoning ICE and 
we’re not abandoning law enforce¬ 
ment,” he said. 
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Trump talks to 
3 more possible 
high court picks 


Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump spoke with three 
more potential Supreme Court 
candidates on Tuesday as a key 
senator privately aired concerns 
about one of the contenders. 

As Trump weighs his options, 
he has heard from Sen. Rand 
Paul, R-Ky., who has expressed 
reservations about one top poten¬ 
tial nominee, Brett Kavanaugh, 
according to a person familiar 
with the call but not authorized 
to publicly disclose details of it. 
The activity around Kavanaugh 
was an early glimpse of the fren¬ 
zied jockeying around the short 
list of candidates in the run-up 
to Trump’s planned Monday 
announcement. 

With a narrow 51-49 GOP ma¬ 
jority in the Senate, losing any 
Republican senator could begin 
to doom a nominee. Paul’s objec¬ 
tions echo those made by outside 
conservative groups over Kava¬ 
naugh, who is seen as a top con¬ 
tender for the vacancy but who 
activists warn is too much of an 
establishment-aligned choice. 

Trump has said he’ll choose 
his nominee from a list of 25 can¬ 
didates vetted by conservative 
groups. Top contenders include 
federal appeals judges Kavana¬ 
ugh, Raymond Kethledge, Amul 
Thapar and Amy Coney Barrett 
— all of whom spoke with Trump 
on Monday. 

The White House says Trump 
has spoken to seven candidates. 
There were the four interviews 
Monday, as well as a conversation 
with Republican Sen. Mike Lee 
of Utah, who is not regarded as 
a top contender but who is being 
pushed by key conservatives. 

Trump has also spoken with 
Thomas Hardiman, who has 
served with Trump’s sister on the 
3rd U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals 
in Philadelphia, according to a 
person familiar with the conver¬ 
sation who also was not autho¬ 
rized to publicly discuss it. 

Another candidate considered 
a top contender is Joan Larsen, 
who serves on the federal appeals 
court in Cincinnati. 

Trump’s choice to replace Ken¬ 
nedy — a swing vote on the nine- 
member court—has the potential 
to remake the court for a genera¬ 
tion as part of precedent-shatter¬ 
ing decisions on abortion, health 
care, gay marriage and other 
issues. Recognizing the stakes, 
many Democrats have lined up 
in opposition to any Trump pick, 
and Republicans lawmakers and 
activists are seeking to shape the 
president’s decision. 

For his part, Trump has sought 


nominees 
and legisla¬ 
tion, often 
citing un¬ 

specified 
concessions 
from the 


advice from White House counsel 
Don McGahn and outside advis¬ 
ers like Leonard Leo, on leave 
from the Federalist Society, and 
has been making calls to lawmak¬ 
ers, including Paul. 

Paul has told colleagues that 
he may not vote for Kavanaugh 
if the judge is nominated, cit¬ 
ing Kavanaugh’s role during the 
Bush administration on cases in¬ 
volving executive privilege and 
the disclosure of documents to 
Congress, said the person famil¬ 
iar with Paul’s conversations who 
spoke to The Associated Press on 
condition of anonymity. 

The senator has more than 
once threatened to withhold his 
vote on key Trump priorities cit¬ 
ing ideological disagreements. 
But Paul has repeatedly yielded 
to Trump’s personal lobbying 
to back his 

The White 
House says 
Trump has 
spoken 
to seven 
Candidates, president. 

Paul’s of¬ 
fice did not 
respond to requests for comment. 

The president also spoke by 
phone with Lee on Monday, as 
first reported by the Deseret 
News and later confirmed by the 
senator’s office, which character¬ 
ized it as an interview. 

There have also been lobbying 
efforts around other candidates. 

Some conservatives have point¬ 
ed to Kethledge as a potential 
justice in the mold of Gorsuch; 
both once served as law clerks 
to Kennedy. Kethledge, a Michi¬ 
gan Law graduate who has been 
a Michigan-based appellate court 
judge for the past decade, would 
add academic diversity to a court 
steeped in the Ivy League. 

Since Trump said his short 
list includes at least two women, 
speculation has focused on Bar¬ 
rett, a former law clerk to Justice 
Antonin Scalia and a longtime 
Notre Dame Law School profes¬ 
sor who serves on the 7th U.S. 
Circuit Court of Appeals. Con¬ 
servative groups rallied around 
Barrett after her confirmation 
hearing last year featured ques¬ 
tioning from Democrats over how 
her Roman Catholic faith would 
affect her decisions. 

But her short tenure on the 
bench may work against her. And 
Democrats claim that Barrett 
— like the other picks — would 
favor overturning Roe v. Wade, 
the 1973 case that affirmed a 
woman’s right to abortion, and 
would weaken the 2010 health 
care law. 



Randall Benton, The Sacramento (Calif.) Bee/AP 

Hot Shot crews from Mendocino, Calif., use backfires Tuesday to help contain the County Fire along 
Highway 129 near Lake Berryessa in Yolo County, Calif. 


Wildfires derail July 4 plans 


By Colleen Slevin 

Associated Press 

DENVER—A growing wildfire 
destroyed more than 100 homes 
in the Colorado mountains, while 
other blazes across the parched 
U.S. West kept hundreds of other 
homes under evacuation orders 
and derailed holiday plans. 

Authorities announced late 
Monday that a fire near Fort Gar¬ 
land, about 205 miles southwest of 
Denver, had destroyed 104 homes 
in a mountain housing develop¬ 
ment started by multimillionaire 
publisher Malcolm Forbes in the 
1970s. The damage toll could rise 
because the burn area is still being 
surveyed. 

Tamara Estes’ family cabin, 
which her parents had built in 
1963 using wood and rocks from 
the land, was among the homes 
destroyed. 

“I think it’s sinking in more now. 
But we’re just crying,” she said. “It 
was a sacred place to us.” 

The blaze, labeled the Spring 
Fire, is one of six large wildfires 
burning in Colorado and is the larg¬ 
est, at 123 square miles — about 
five times the size of Manhattan. 
While investigators believe it was 
started by a spark from a fire pit, 
other fires, like one that began 
burning in wilderness near Fair- 


play, were started by lightning. 

Nearly 60 large, active blazes 
are burning across the West, in¬ 
cluding nine in New Mexico and 
six each in Utah and California, 
according to the National Inter¬ 
agency Fire Center. 

In Utah, authorities have evacu¬ 
ated 200 to 300 homes because of 
a growing wildfire near a popular 
fishing reservoir southeast of Salt 
Lake City amid hot temperatures 
and high winds. Several struc¬ 
tures have been lost since the fire 
started Sunday, but it’s unclear 
how many, said Jason Curry, of the 
Utah Division of Forest, Fire and 
State Lands. 

Darren Lewis and his extend¬ 
ed family planned to spend the 
Fourth of July at a cabin built 
nearly 50 years ago by his father 
and uncle in a wilderness area 
nestled between canyons and near 
a mountain river. 

Instead, Lewis and his family 
will spend the holiday nervously 
waiting to hear if a half-century of 
family memories go up in smoke 
because of the fire, which has 
grown to 47 square miles. 

“There’s a lot of history and 
memories that go into this cabin,” 
said Lewis, 44, of Magna, Utah. 
“We’re just hoping that the wind 
blows the other way.” 

Meanwhile, a wind-fueled wild¬ 


fire in Northern California that 
continues to send a thick layer of 
smoke and ash south of San Fran¬ 
cisco was threatening more than 
900 buildings. 

The massive blaze was choking 
skies with ash and smoke, prompt¬ 
ing some officials to cancel Fourth 
of July fireworks shows and urge 
people to stay indoors to protect 
themselves from the unhealthy 
air. 

So far this year, wildfires have 
burned 4,200 square miles in the 
United States, according to the 
fire center. 

In Colorado, many communities 
have canceled firework displays, 
and a number of federal public 
lands and counties have some de¬ 
gree of fire restrictions in place, 
banning things like campfires or 
smoking outdoors. 

In Arizona, large swaths of na¬ 
tional forests and state trust land 
have been closed since before Me¬ 
morial Day. Some cities have can¬ 
celed fireworks displays because 
of extreme fire danger. 

In New Mexico, all or part of 
three national forests remain 
closed because of the threat of 
wildfire, putting a damper on 
holiday camping plans. The for¬ 
ests that are open have strict 
rules, especially when it comes to 
fireworks. 


Hawaii bans some sunscreens to save coral 


Associated Press 

HONOLULU — Hawaii Gov. David Ige on Tues¬ 
day signed legislation that will ban the sale of sun¬ 
screens containing two chemicals believed to harm 
coral reefs. 

The move makes Hawaii the first U.S. state to 
enact a ban on oxybenzone and octinoxate. 

“This is just one small step toward protecting and 
restoring the resiliency of Hawaii’s reefs,” Ige said 
at a signing ceremony for the bill, which takes effect 
in 2021. 

Ige said the state would also need to continue 
other efforts to protect coral, including fighting in¬ 
vasive species, pollution from land runoff and cli¬ 
mate change. 


Sunscreen containing oxybenzone and octinoxate 
will be available only to those with a prescription 
from a physician. Others will have to buy sun¬ 
screens without those chemicals or bring their own 
sunscreen with them to Hawaii. 

Scientists have found the two substances can be 
toxic to coral reefs, which are a vital part of the 
ocean ecosystem and a popular draw for tourists. 

State Sen. Roz Baker, who represents south and 
west Maui, said the bill has enormous significance 
because coral is such a fundamental part of a larger 
ecosystem important to the health of the planet. 

Critics say there aren’t enough independent scien¬ 
tific studies supporting the assertion that the chemi¬ 
cals harm coral reefs. 
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VETERANS _ 

Hospital seeking $30K 
from vet using VA Choice 



By Nikki Wentling 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — Bob Hart, a 73-year- 
old farmer in central Illinois, always pays 
his bills. But that changed when the Viet¬ 
nam War veteran was informed he owed 
$30,000 for medical treatment he thought 
the Department of Veterans Affairs 
covered. 

“I got a call from my hospital saying I 
owed them, or they’d take the money out 
of my bank account,” Hart said. “I just 
thought, ‘You’ve got to be kidding me.’” 

Hart uses the VA Choice program to get 
treatment at his local hospital in Jackson¬ 
ville, Ill., where he receives biweekly in¬ 
jections of anti-inflammatory medication 
for a condition linked to exposure to the 
chemical herbicide Agent Orange. 

The Choice program allows veterans who 
can’t get a VA appointment or who live in 
rural areas — such as Hart — to get treat¬ 
ment at private medical providers paid for 
by the VA. Hart has used the program to go 
to Passavant Area Hospital for nearly two 
years — but administrators there told him 
the VA hasn’t paid them for his treatment 
since December. 

Since he was informed of the bill sev¬ 
eral weeks ago, Hart has continued to go 
to the hospital for his injections feeling 
concerned about whether he will receive 
treatment. 

Hart got his injection Tuesday with no 
troubles. His next is scheduled for July 17. 

“I don’t know where I stand on this,” he 
said. “If I don’t get the shots, I’m in trouble. 
But I can’t lose everything I’ve got.” 

Passavant is part of the Memorial Health 
System. A communications official there 
was reached by phone last week but did 
not respond to questions about Hart’s bill 
or about troubles with the hospital getting 
paid by the VA. 

VA Press Secretary Curt Cashour said 
Tuesday the agency was looking into 
Hart’s situation. He also said Hart would 
encounter no interruptions in treatment 
and his credit wouldn’t be affected. 

Cashour said the VA contacted TriWest, 
the third-party administrator that the 
government uses to pay private providers 
through the Choice program, to inquire 
about payments for Hart’s care. 

“We have contacted TriWest in order to 



Courtesy of Tyson Manker 


Bob Hart, left, with friend and Iraq War 
veteran Tyson Manker, right. 

resolve this as soon as possible,” Cashour 
said. “In the meantime, VA will be reach¬ 
ing out to the veteran directly to ensure he 
is getting the care he needs.” 

Years of problems 

Hart’s situation isn’t unique. The slow 
reimbursement of private-sector hospi¬ 
tals has been a chief complaint about the 
Choice program, which is often criticized 
as complex and bureaucratic. 

“We’re very aware that this is a problem 
for some veterans who’ve used the Choice 
program and community care,” said Kayda 
Keleher, an associate director at the Veter¬ 
ans of Foreign Wars. “It’s something we’ve 
worked hard with the House and Senate 
on. The VA should be paying the bill.” 

Since the Choice program was created in 
2014, some private medical facilities have 
experienced delays getting paid by the 
VA. When payments are stalled, veterans’ 
medical bills can be sent to debt collectors 
and their credit reports damaged. 

The VA established a toll-free number, 
877-881-7618, for veterans to call when 
facing billing issues through the Choice 
program. 

According to a letter sent last year by 40 
lawmakers to the VA about the issue, the 
agency received more than 57,000 calls 
between the program’s launch in late 2014 
and May 2017 from veterans facing ad¬ 
verse credit reports. 

Elected officials have previously tried 
to step in. The House Financial Services 
Committee advanced a bill three months 
ago that would protect veterans’ credit 
scores when the VA is slow to reimburse 
private-sector doctors for their medical 


care. The bill has not been scheduled for a 
vote on the House floor. 

In 2015, Sen. John Boozman, R-Ark., 
arranged meetings between VA officials 
and hospital administrators who said they 
were collectively owed millions of dollars 
for treating veterans. 

Working on a fix 

A massive VA reform bill passed last 
month by Congress aims to finally fix the 
problem. 

The VA Mission Act overhauls Choice 
and instructs the VA to implement a new 
program for private-sector care by next 
summer. The new law will require the VA 
to pay private-sector medical providers 
within a certain time, or possibly incur 
interest. The time is 30 days for electronic 
claims and 45 for paper claims. 

The law also requires the VA to submit 
an annual report to Congress that lists the 
number of late claims, how many days that 
they were overdue and how much interest 
the agency had to pay out. 

Rep. Bruce Poliquin, R-Maine, said the 
VA is behind on paying some hospitals in 
his state that can’t afford to wait for reim¬ 
bursement. In March, Poliquin and Rep. 
Collin Peterson, D-Minn., founded the 
Congressional Rural Hospitals Caucus, 
which promises to ensure private hospitals 
receive timely and accurate payment from 
the VA. 


“This is a problem when you’ve got a 
small hospital that might not have bills paid 
for one to two years,” Poliquin said when 
speaking in May on behalf of the Mission 
Act. “We need to make sure all of our rural 
hospitals get paid, and this bill says if they 
are not paid within 30 days, then interest 
starts accruing on that.” 

The new law also permits the VA to con¬ 
tract with an outside company that could 
take on the duties of paying private-sec- 
tor providers. That decision will likely 
be made in the next year as the VA goes 
through the rule-making process to imple¬ 
ment the Mission Act. 

“This tells the VA they need to figure out 
how to handle this internally and do this ef¬ 
ficiently, or allow them to contract out to a 
nongovernment entity,” Keleher said. 

It’s unclear what happened in Hart’s 
situation. The VA confirmed Hart has ap¬ 
proval from them to receive treatment at 
his local hospital through June 2019. 

On Tuesday, Hart visited the billing de¬ 
partment at Passavant hospital, attempt¬ 
ing to understand the mix-up. He said 
it appeared there was a communication 
breakdown between the hospital, the VA 
and TriWest about whether his doctor was 
an authorized provider through the Choice 
program. 

“This is a mess,” Hart said. “I just don’t 
understand it.” 


wentling.nikki@stripes.com 
Twitter: @nikkiwentling 


Leader at Conn. VFW post resigns after KKK past is revealed 


We have no tolerance for racism. Our 
nation is great because of the diversity of 
its people, and there is no place within this 
organization for a differing opinion, f 

Keith Harman 

VFW national commander 


By Nikki Wentling 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — The sec¬ 
ond-in-command at a Veterans of 
Foreign Wars post in Connecticut 
resigned Monday night after it 
was revealed he was convicted of 
crimes in the 1990s as a member 
of the Ku Klux Klan. 

Scott E. Palmer, the former 
vice commander of VFW Post 
591 in Wallingford, Conn., was 
one of multiple KKK members 
arrested in the mid-1990s during 
investigations into a rising num¬ 
ber of hate crimes in the area, the 
Record-Journal in Connecticut 
reported Monday. 

The past convictions were 
brought to light after Palmer 


made disparaging comments on 
social media. 

Post Commander Michael Del 
Monaco on Monday stood by 
Palmer amid increased scrutiny 
of his criminal past. By Tuesday, 
VFW headquarters released a 
statement denouncing Palmer’s 
behavior. 

“The VFW does not condone 


or tolerate any action that disre¬ 
spects someone else,” VFW Na¬ 
tional Commander Keith Harman 
said in a prepared statement. “We 
have no tolerance for racism. Our 
nation is great because of the di¬ 
versity of its people, and there is 
no place within this organization 
for a differing opinion.” 

VFW Spokesman Joe Davis 


said Palmer resigned his posi¬ 
tion as vice commander Monday 
night and was “formally removed 
from his office this morning” by 
Del Monaco. He is still a VFW 
member. 

Harman said the VFW was in¬ 
vestigating and would “explore 
every possible option as it per¬ 
tains to this member’s actions.” 

Palmer was convicted in 1993 
of intimidation based on bigotry 
for punching a customer outside 
a gay bar, the Record-Journal 
reported. 

He later pleaded guilty to the 
same charge after yelling slurs at 
Hispanic men. 

Before the VFW issued a state¬ 
ment about the incident Tues¬ 
day afternoon, another veterans 


group — High Ground Veterans 
Advocacy — urged them to pub¬ 
licly condemn Palmer’s actions. 

“As a Latino member, this is 
especially worrisome,” said Rob¬ 
ert Molina, a member of High 
Ground Veterans Advocacy and 
the VFW. 

“When I refer veteran col¬ 
leagues, many of whom are mi¬ 
norities, to various [veterans 
service organizations], I want 
to be sure that they receive the 
same treatment as any other. If 
there’s a KKK member welcome 
at any post, at a [veterans service 
organization], clearly that isn’t a 
place that’s safe for minorities.” 

wentling.nikki@stripes.com 
Twitter: @nikkiwentling 
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NATION _ 

Lawsuits loom in deadly Calif, warehouse fire 


By Paul Elias 

Associated Press 

OAKLAND, Calif. — Relatives of peo¬ 
ple killed in a 2016 California warehouse 
fire say others besides the two men who 
agreed to plea deals are responsible for 
their losses. 

They are suing the city of Oakland, the 
building’s owner and Pacific Gas & Elec¬ 
tric Co., alleging issues related to inspec¬ 
tions and maintenance. 

Derick Almena and Max Harris each 
pleaded no contest Tuesday to 36 counts 
of involuntary manslaughter in connection 
with the December 2016 fire at the illegal¬ 
ly converted Oakland warehouse dubbed 
the Ghost Ship. 

Prosecutors say Almena rented the 
warehouse and illegally converted it into 
a residence and entertainment venue. Al- 



Almena Harris 


mena hired Harris to help collect rent and 
schedule concerts. 

Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Fire¬ 
arm investigators said they were unable to 
determine a cause of the blaze. 

In court Tuesday, the judge read the 
name of each victim aloud at an emotional 
hearing, bringing tears from loved ones in 
the Oakland courtroom. 


Prosecutors say the two defendants 
turned the warehouse into a “death trap” 
by cluttering it with highly flammable 
knick knacks and blocking the few exits in 
the poorly lit building. 

Under terms of a plea agreement, Alme¬ 
na could be sentenced to nine years in pris¬ 
on and Harris could face a six-year term 
when a judge sentences them next month. 

The men could have faced life in prison if 
convicted at a trial. Now, with good behav¬ 
ior, they are expected to serve half their 
sentences after spending a year in jail. 

David Gregory, whose daughter, Michela 
Gregory, 20, was among the victims, said 
hearing the defendants say no contest was 
“some small sense of justice” but he was 
dissatisfied with the outcome. 

“That’s 36 lives, you know,” he said out¬ 
side court. “We wanted fair justice, and we 
didn’t get it.” 


Parents and lawyers allege in the law¬ 
suits that the Oakland Fire Department 
failed to inspect the warehouse annu¬ 
ally as required. The lawsuit says inspec¬ 
tors would have discovered the illegal 
conversions. 

Alex Katz, a spokesman for the Oakland 
city attorney, declined to comment, citing 
ongoing litigation. 

Warehouse owner Chor Ng, who has 
never been charged, did not return a phone 
message Tuesday. 

The lawsuits claim PG&E failed to prop¬ 
erly monitor, inspect and repair electri¬ 
cal equipment that provided power to the 
warehouse. 

PG&E said in a statement that it coop¬ 
erated with the investigation and that a 
review of its record found no electrical 
problems at the warehouse in the 10 years 
before the fire. 


Medical pot faces tough battle in Utah 


By Julian Hattem 

Associated Press 

SALT LAKE CITY — Medical 
marijuana backers in Utah are 
gearing up for an intense battle 
that could test the nationwide 
trend in support of medicinal pot. 

Even as support for medical 
cannabis has taken hold across 
the country — including in deeply 
conservative states such as Okla¬ 
homa and Arkansas — the obsta¬ 
cles in Utah are steep. 

Supporters will be facing op¬ 
position from Republican leaders 
who enjoy overwhelming politi¬ 
cal majorities as well as from The 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter- 
day Saints. 

The initiative appears headed 
to the November ballot after op¬ 
ponents Monday withdrew their 
court challenge, which had been 
the last legal barrier. 

Opponents could still refile a 
challenge. 

Polling has shown relatively 
strong support for the initiative, 
although it’s weakened in recent 
months. Public opinion could de¬ 
grade further if opponents can 
magnify their criticism before 
November. 

David Magleby, a political sci¬ 
ence professor at Brigham Young 
University, gave the measure 50- 
50 odds of passing. 

“This is a Republican state, a 


Associated Press 

ATLANTA — State investiga¬ 
tors said a man who identified 
himself as an Air Force veteran 
has died after he lit himself on 
fire in front of the Georgia Capi¬ 
tol last week to protest the Veter¬ 
ans Affairs system. 

The Georgia Bureau of Investi¬ 
gation tweeted Tuesday that John 
Michael Watts, 58, died Monday. 
Authorities said Watts strapped 
fireworks to his chest, doused 
himself with a flammable liquid 


conservative state and a moderate 
Republican governor and a very 
conservative Republican legisla¬ 
ture are opposed to it,” he said. 
“And then there’s the LDS church 
that’s involved. For some people I 
think that position is going to be 
definitive.” 

Magleby said the church’s in¬ 
volvement on medical marijuana 
has been more intense than on any 
other political issue in its home 
state in the last two decades. 

Nationwide, 31 states and the 
District of Columbia allow medi¬ 
cal marijuana. 

In Utah, supporters are plan¬ 
ning to convince voters by fo¬ 
cusing on how they’ve narrowly 
tailored their proposal. 

People with medical approval 
couldn’t smoke marijuana if the 
initiative passed, but instead 
would be limited to edible forms 
such as candy, topical forms such 
as lotions or balms and oil in elec¬ 
tronic cigarettes. 

“The idea that it’s not smoked 
is a very Utah thing,” said DJ 
Schanz, the director of the Utah 
Patients Coalition which is cam¬ 
paigning for the initiative. “That’s 
something that Utahns have a 
high aversion to; not so much the 
rest of the country.” 

To sell the plan, Schanz said 
campaigners will highlight indi¬ 
vidual stories of patients who’d 
benefit from marijuana treat- 


and set himself on fire June 26. 
A state trooper who saw what was 
happening quickly put out the 
flames. 

Authorities said Watts, who 
had no current address, was able 
to talk to officers after the flames 
were extinguished. 

Authorities said he had bums 
over 85 to 90 percent of his body. 
He was taken to Grady Memorial 
Hospital in Atlanta. 

The GBI said its investigation 
continues. 


ment, including members of the 
LDS church. 

Mormon support will be critical 
in Utah, where roughly two-thirds 
of the population is a member of 
the socially conservative church. 

State officials have said the time 
frame envisioned by the initiative 
is too fast for them to implement 
if passed. 

Schanz dismissed those con¬ 
cerns. “Luckily, there have been 
30 other states that have imple¬ 
mented programs,” he said. “They 
don’t have to reinvent the wheel 
on any of this.” 
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Authorities: Man who burned 
himself to protest VA has died 



>ilepsy 


Davis Cromar, 
right, holds his 
son Holden, 10, 
who suffers from 
epilepsy, during 
the Utah Patients 
Coalition news 
conference last 
year in Salt Lake 
City. Medical 
marijuana backers 
are preparing for a 
tough battle in Utah. 

Rick Bowmer/AP 


INJURED? 

CIVILIAN WORKERS 

(INCLUDING NON-US CITIZENS) 

KNOW AND PROTECT YOUR LEGAL RIGHTS 
D.B.A./N.A.F. ATTORNEYS 


www.injuredoverseas.com 


Phone: 954.920.7400 US Toll Free: 888.732.7425 


LAW OFFICES OF BARNETT & LERNER, P.A. 

= FREE CONSULTATION — 



American dentists and team, 
trained and licensed in the U.S.A. 


Compassionate and comprehensive care. 
Located in the heart of Schonaich, 7 minutes from 
Panzer military base. On-site parking. 



www.inidwest-dentistry.com 



































Page 12 


mmmmmmn 


Stars and Stripes 


Thursday, July 5,2018 


WORLD 


Thailand cave video shows boys are healthy 



AP 


In this image taken Wednesday from video provided by the Royal Thai Navy Facebook Page, Thai boys 
smile as a Thai navy SEAL medic helps injured children inside a cave in Mae Sai, northern Thailand. 


By Tassanee Vejpongsa 
Associated. Press 

MAE SAI, Thailand — Their 
skinny faces illuminated by a 
flashlight, the Thai soccer team¬ 
mates stranded more than a week 
in a partly flooded cave said they 
were healthy on a video released 
Wednesday as heavy rains fore¬ 
cast for later this week could 
complicate plans to safely extract 
them. 

The 12 boys and their coach 
are seen sitting with Thai navy 
SEALs in the dark cave. The boys, 
many wrapped in foil warming 
blankets, take turns introducing 
themselves, folding their hands 
together in a traditional greeting 
and saying their names and that 
they are healthy. 

The video lasting about a min¬ 
ute was recorded sometime Tues¬ 
day and was posted on the navy 
SEAL Facebook page Wednesday 
morning. The navy later released 
two more videos of the boys. 

The boys, aged 11-16, and their 
25-year-old coach disappeared 
after they went exploring in the 
Tham Luang Nang Non cave in 
northern Chiang Rai province 
after a soccer game June 23. The 
teammates, who were trapped in¬ 
side when heavy rains flooded the 
cave, were found by rescue divers 
late Monday night during a des¬ 
perate search that drew assistance 
from experts around the globe. 

Authorities said the boys, who 
had also been shown Tuesday in 
a video shot by the British diver 
who discovered them, were being 
looked after by seven members 
of the Thai navy SEALs, includ¬ 


ing medics, who were staying 
with them inside the cave. They 
were mostly in stable condition 
and have received high-protein 
drinks. 

In all of the videos the boys have 
appeared in good spirits. In the 
most recent videos a navy SEAL 
is shown treating minor cuts on 
the feet and legs of the boys with 
antibiotic ointment. Several of the 
boys are seen smiling as they in¬ 
teract with the navy SEAL, who 
cracks jokes. 

Seeing the boys has boosted the 
mood of relatives, and officials 
are working to install an internet 


cable to the cave so that parents 
can talk to their children. 

Kian Kamluang, whose 16- 
year-old son Pornchai is inside, 
said she had thought it was a 50 
percent chance that her son would 
be found. 

“It’s like he has been given a 
new life,” she said, adding that 
she’ll never let her son go into a 
cave or near water again. 

SEAL commander Rear Adm. 
Arpakorn Yookongkaew said 
Tuesday that there was no rush 
to bring the group out of the cave, 
since they’re safe where they 
are. The current flooding situa¬ 


tion means the boys would have 
to dive, which rescue experts 
have said could be extremely 
dangerous. 

While efforts to pump out flood- 
waters are continuing, some Thai 
officials have indicated that heavy 
rains forecast for this weekend 
could force them to decide the 
boys should swim and dive out 
using the same complicated route 
of narrow passageways through 
which their rescuers entered. 

Chiang Rai provincial Gov. 
Narongsak Osatanakom said 
Wednesday that the boys have 
been practicing wearing div¬ 


ing masks and breathing, but 
he doesn’t believe they have at¬ 
tempted any practice dives. 

He said it is unknown when an 
extraction could be attempted, but 
it was unlikely to be Wednesday. 

“If it’s risky or not safe, we will 
not proceed yet,” Narongsak said. 
“It has to be 100 percent safe.” 

Authorities said they were still 
exploring other options, such as 
scouring the mountainside for 
other ways into the cave and find¬ 
ing faster ways to pump water 
from the cave. 

Cave rescue experts have said 
it could be safest to simply supply 
the boys where they are for now, 
and wait for the water to go down. 
That could take months, however, 
given that Thailand’s rainy season 
typically lasts through October. 

The British Cave Rescue Coun¬ 
cil, which has members taking 
part in the operation, said in a 
statement that “although water 
levels have dropped, the diving 
conditions remain difficult and 
any attempt to dive the boys and 
their coach out will not be taken 
lightly because there are sig¬ 
nificant technical challenges and 
risks to consider.” 

Gary Mitchell, the group’s as¬ 
sistant vice chairman, said get¬ 
ting out of the cave requires about 
a half-mile of diving total, though 
not all in one stretch, and takes 
about three hours. 

“There’s air pockets along 
the way,” he said. “It’s confined 
spaces. It’s almost zero visibility. 
There’s currents to battle against 
in places as well. So it’s a really 
quite a strenuous environment to 
be in,” he said. 


UK couple falls 
ill near site of 
spy poisoning 


By Matt Dunham and Danica Kirka 

Associated Press 

AMESBURY, England — British police declared 
a “major incident” Wednesday after two people 
were left in critical condition from exposure to an 
unknown substance a few miles from where a for¬ 
mer Russian spy and his daughter were poisoned 
with a nerve agent. 

The Wiltshire Police force said a man and a woman 
in their 40s were hospitalized after being found un¬ 
conscious at a residential building in Amesbury, 8 
miles from Salisbury, where Sergei and Yulia Skri- 
pal were poisoned on March 4. 

Police cordoned off the building and other places 
the two people visited before falling ill, but health 
officials said there was not believed to be a wider 
risk to the public. 

The man and woman were hospitalized Saturday 
at Salisbury District Hospital, where Sergei and 
Yulia Skripal spent weeks in critical condition after 
being poisoned in March. 

Police said they initially believed the latest vic¬ 
tims might have taken a contaminated batch of her¬ 
oin or crack cocaine. 

“However, further testing is now ongoing to es¬ 
tablish the substance which led to these patients 
becoming ill and we are keeping an open mind as 
to the circumstances surrounding this incident,” po¬ 
lice said. “At this stage, it is not yet clear if a crime 



Matt Dunham/AP 


British police officers stand guard outside the 
Amesbury Baptist Centre church in Amesbury, 
England, on Wednesday. 

has been committed.” 

A major incident is a designation allowing British 
authorities to mobilize more than one emergency 
agency. 

Residents in the area, a quiet neighborhood of 
newly built houses and apartments, said they had 
received little information from authorities. 

“Amesbury’s a lovely place — it’s very quiet, 
uneventful,” said Rosemary Northing, who lives a 
couple of hundred yards away from the cordoned- 
off building. “So for this to happen, and the media 
response and the uncertainty, it’s unsettling.” 

Britain accuses Russia of poisoning the Skripals 
with a nerve agent known as Novichok, a group of 
chemical weapons developed by the Soviet Union 
during the Cold War. Moscow denies the allegation. 
The poisoning sparked a Cold War-style diplomatic 
crisis between Russia and the West, including the 
expulsion of hundreds of diplomats from both sides. 


India asks WhatsApp to 
prevent misuse after attacks 


Associated Press 

NEW DELHI — India’s govern¬ 
ment says it has asked WhatsApp 
to take “immediate action” to pre¬ 
vent the social media platform 
from being misused to spread ru¬ 
mors and irresponsible statements 
like those blamed for recent dead¬ 
ly mob attacks in the country. 

At least 20 people have been 
killed in mostly rural villages in 
several Indian states in attacks 
by mobs that had been inflamed 
by social media. Victims were 
accused in the viral messages of 
belonging to gangs trying to ab¬ 
duct children. The brutal attacks, 
which began in early May, have 
also left dozens of people injured. 

Although Indian authorities 
have clarified that there was no 
truth to the rumors and the tar¬ 
geted people were innocent, the 
deadly and brutal attacks, often 
captured on cellphones and 
shared on social media, have 
spread across the country. 

India’s Ministry of Electronics 
and Information Technology said 
in a statement late Tuesday that 
the lynchings were tied to “ir¬ 
responsible and explosive mes¬ 
sages” circulated on WhatsApp. 


It wasn’t specific on the preven¬ 
tative measures it expected to 
be taken by WhatsApp, which is 
owned by Facebook. 

“While the law and order ma¬ 
chinery is taking steps to appre¬ 
hend the culprits, the abuse of 
platforms like WhatsApp for re¬ 
peated circulation of such provoc¬ 
ative content are equally a matter 
of deep concern,” the ministry 
said. 

The ministry said WhatsApp 
“cannot evade accountability and 
responsibility.” 

“The government has also con¬ 
veyed in no uncertain terms that 
WhatsApp must take immediate 
action to end this menace and 
ensure that their platform is not 
used for such malafide activities,” 
the statement said. “Deep disap¬ 
proval of such developments has 
been conveyed to the senior man¬ 
agement of the WhatsApp and 
they have been advised that nec¬ 
essary remedial measures should 
be taken to prevent proliferation 
of these fake and at times moti¬ 
vated/sensational messages.” 

WhatsApp said in a blog post 
that it would institute awards for 
research on “spread of misinfor¬ 
mation” on its platform. 
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OPINION _ 

Is Trump giving Putin a win in Syria? 


By David Ignatius 
Washington Post Writers Group 

T he catastrophic war in Syria is 
nearing what could be a diplomat¬ 
ic endgame as America, Russia 
and Israel shape a deal that would 
preserve power for President Bashar 
Assad in exchange for Russian pledges to 
restrain Iranian influence. 

Checking Iranian power has become the 
only major Trump administration goal in 
Syria now that the Islamic State is nearly 
vanquished. President Donald Trump ap¬ 
pears ready to embrace a policy that will 
validate Assad, an authoritarian leader 
who has gassed his own people, and aban¬ 
don a Syrian opposition that was partly 
trained and supplied by America. 

Trump’s Syria policy has bounced back 
and forth like a pingpong ball. The most 
consistent feature has been his mistrust 
for Middle East military commitments 
made by his predecessors, George W. Bush 
and Barack Obama. Step by step, he seems 
to be undoing them. 

The diplomatic discussions about Syria 
come as Trump prepares for a July 16 
summit meeting with Russian President 
Vladimir Putin. Foreign diplomats and ad¬ 
ministration officials are unsure just what 
will be on the agenda, but the Syria pack¬ 
age will probably be in play. 

An intriguing aspect of the possible 
Syria deal is that it’s driven by close co¬ 
operation between Russia and Israel. The 
Israeli agenda, like Trump’s, is narrowly 
focused on blocking Iran — and Israelis 
seem to have concluded that Putin is a reli¬ 
able regional partner. 

Israeli, European and American experts 
outlined some likely elements of the frame¬ 
work. In exchange for American withdraw¬ 


al of its demands for a political transition 
in Syria, Russia will support various mea¬ 
sures to contain Iranian power, including: 

■ Iranian-backed forces will stay back 
about 50 miles from the Israeli border on 
the Golan Heights. 

■ Israel will have tacit Russian permis¬ 
sion to attack threatening Iranian targets 
in Syria, so long as Russian troops aren’t 
harmed. Israel has exercised this freedom 
of action in recent weeks to strike secret 
Iranian bases and block Tehran’s attempt 
to open a Syrian “second front” against Is¬ 
rael that would complement Hezbollah in 
Lebanon. 

■ Assad’s army, backed by Russian air 
power, will consolidate control in south¬ 
west Syria and retake posts on the Jorda¬ 
nian border. Jordan favors Assad’s control 
of the border because it might allow truck 
traffic to resume, boosting the cash- 
strapped Jordanian economy. Opposition 
forces in the southwest apparently will be 
left to fend for themselves. 

As thousands of new Syrian refugees flee 
toward a closed Jordanian border, a new 
slaughter of trapped civilians is possible. 

■ Russian military police will patrol 
areas of southwest Syria and perhaps 
other regions, in an effort to stabilize those 
zones. But a European diplomat cautions 
that any expectation that Russian power 
will mean security is “based on wishful 
thinking rather than reality.” 

The U.S., for now, will retain its garrison 
at Al-Tanf, in southern Syria, to block any 
Iranian advance there. 

■ Russia and the Assad regime will 
expand their outreach to Syrian Kurd¬ 
ish forces in northeastern Syria, in areas 
where the Kurds have partnered success¬ 
fully with U.S. special operations forces to 
defeat Islamic State and restore stability. 


U.S. commanders hope that American 
troops can remain for another 18 months 
or so. But Trump has voiced his impatience 
with this mission. 

Syrian opposition leaders are bitterly 
disappointed at the deal that’s taking 
shape, and one warned me that the Ameri¬ 
can “betrayal” will be an incubator for fu¬ 
ture jihadi movements. 

European countries, which have been 
key covert allies in Syria, are deeply skep¬ 
tical that the anti-Iran plan will work. 

“Britain and France have warned the 
U.S. that it’s highly improbable that Rus¬ 
sia has the presence on the ground to get 
the Iranians to shift out” of areas they now 
dominate, a European diplomat told me. 

Trump’s willingness to accede to Rus¬ 
sian power in Syria — and to give up hard- 
won American gains — troubles many 
Pentagon officials, but they seem to be los¬ 
ing the argument. 

As Putin makes his way toward the sum¬ 
mit stage, it’s worth pausing a moment to 
appreciate how deftly he has played his 
hand. 

Russia is becoming the indispensable re¬ 
gional balancer, playing a role once proud¬ 
ly claimed by America. 

Russia somehow maintains good rela¬ 
tions with both Iran and Israel; it has grow¬ 
ing ties with Saudi Arabia and the United 
Arab Emirates; it talks with Syrian Kurds 
and their bitter rivals in Turkey. 

Putin has a reputation as an ex-KGB 
thug. But his Syrian strategy evokes the 
subtler Chinese precept of subduing the 
enemy without fighting. 

Putin has taken a decisive position in 
Syria at minimal cost — with a deferential 
Trump now seeming ready to confirm his 
victory. 


Trump’s FART Act stinks to high heaven 


By Jon Healey 

Los Angeles Times 

A noxious legislative proposal 

leaked out of the White House 
over the weekend, and for once 
the name matched the stink the 
bill would raise: the U.S. Fair and Recip¬ 
rocal Tariff Act, or less delicately, the U.S. 
FART Act. 

Axios reported Sunday that it had ob¬ 
tained a copy of the five-page draft bill, 
which would empower the president to 
raise tariffs unilaterally on any country 
that imposes “significantly” higher tariffs 
or other barriers to U.S. goods than the 
United States imposes on its goods. The 
measure would violate key World Trade 
Organization rules that the United States 
has committed to — and that President 
Donald Trump has disparaged as bad for 
Americans. 

The irony here is that the WTO was 
created to resolve the sort of dispute that 
Trump would rather settle with tariffs 
— a tax on imports that raises the price of 
goods here in the United States and that 
encourages retaliation by foreign compa¬ 
nies on exported U.S. products. 

You may insert your joke here about 
the title of the bill; Twitter has been doing 
plenty of that. 

The less humorous lesson is that it epito¬ 
mizes Trump’s approach to governing. It 
would lay waste to decades of U.S. policy, 
undermine a global institution the U.S. 
helped create, concentrate governmental 
power in the White House and give the 
president a new weapon to wield against 
the rest of the world. 



Susan Walsh/AP 


President Donald Trump and Dutch Prime 
Minister Mark Rutte discussed trade and 
other issues Monday at the White House. 

This time the issue happens to be trade, 
where the status quo is admittedly far from 
perfect. After many rounds of negotiations 
over several decades, the United States — 
the foremost advocate of free trade — has 
persuaded much of the rest of the world to 
bring import barriers down significantly, 
but not to eliminate them entirely. 

The U.S. approach has generally been 
to approach trade deals as a potential 
win-win. 

In exchange for more access to the enor¬ 
mous and lucrative U.S. market, it has de¬ 
manded that other countries lower their 
barriers to U.S. goods and services while 
imposing higher standards on their own 
manufacturers (for example, by estab¬ 
lishing wage floors and cracking down on 
pollution). 


Trump sees things more in zero-sum 
terms, with winners and losers determined 
at the negotiating table. 

He craves the ability to impose tariffs 
as a way to browbeat other countries into 
changing their ways. As White House 
spokeswoman Lindsay Walters told Axios, 
“The current system gives the U.S. no le¬ 
verage and other countries no incentive.” 

Bear in mind, Trump believes the U.S. 
trade deficit is an indictment of U.S. trade 
policy, not a reflection of U.S. consum¬ 
ers’ buying power, low national saving 
rates and other macroeconomic factors. If 
you’re so blinkered that the trade deficit is 
your only yardstick, you’re naturally going 
to despise the trade deals that enshrine the 
status quo. 

But members of Congress should have 
plenty of reasons of their own to wash their 
hands of the FART Act. 

The brewing trade war we’re seeing now 
— the European Union, Canada and China 
all targeting American products for retalia¬ 
tory tariffs, U.S. manufacturers imploring 
the administration to back off the threats 
or even shifting production overseas, and 
the Trump administration threatening 
to push levies even higher — cries out 
for lawmakers to pare back the authority 
they’ve already given the president, not to 
give him more. 

It makes sense to let the administration 
negotiate tariff rates as part of trade deals 
subject to congressional approval, but that 
doesn’t mean Congress should let Trump 
befoul the trade winds as he tries to bully 
our trading partners into submission. 
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Truck wrecks, spills 
animal carcass load 

|y GASTONIA—Awreck 
involving a truck car¬ 
rying partially decomposed ani¬ 
mal carcasses left a smelly mess 
on a North Carolina highway. 

The Gaston Gazette report¬ 
ed the wreck happened about 
10:15 a.m. Monday on U.S. 74 in 
Gastonia. 

The newspaper reported an 
18-wheeler from Valley Proteins 
Inc. in Gastonia collided with a 
stopped car and dumped part of 
its cargo on the highway. 

Crews from the North Carolina 
Department of Transportation 
and the fire department worked 
to clean up the mess before a 
company that specializes in high¬ 
way cleanup arrived to finish the 
work. 

Margarita-loving bear 
takes a dip in hot tub 

pA ALTADENA — Mark 
Hough had barely 
taken a sip of his Friday afternoon 
margarita when he heard twigs 
snapping and 
leaves rus¬ 
tling in his 
lush Altadena 
backyard. 

“So I got up, 
looked over in 
the bushes 
and, lo and 
behold, there’s a bear climbing 
up over my fence,” Hough said 
Monday. 

The sighting was the first of 
many encounters Hough would 
have with the bear that particu¬ 
larly hot Friday afternoon. Over 
the course of a few hours, the bear 
availed itself of Hough’s back¬ 
yard, his hot tub and the cocktail 
he left behind to retreat inside. 

Angered priest boots 
funeral from church 

li/in CHARLOTTE HALL 
IYI mJ — A Maryland priest 
was placed on administrative 
leave after he booted mourners 
from a church where they were to 
hold a funeral. 

The Archdiocese of Washing¬ 
ton said Tuesday that the Rev. Mi¬ 
chael Briese is on leave pending 
the outcome of an investigation. 

On June 27, before a funeral for 
Agnes Hicks could begin at St. 
Mary Catholic Church in Char¬ 
lotte Hall, WTTG-TV reported 
a guest knocked over a chalice, 
damaging it and angering the 
priest. Hicks’ daughter, Shanice 
Chisley, said Briese ordered ev¬ 
eryone out and disrespected her 
deceased mother, saying “get this 
thing out of my church!” 

Briese apologized in a letter to 
the editor in The Enterprise, say¬ 
ing anger “was the most inappro¬ 
priate response.” 

Group pushes train to 
free trapped woman 

M A BOSTON — A group 
IYI^% of commuters banded 
together to help free a woman 
whose leg became trapped be¬ 
tween a subway train and plat¬ 
form in Boston. 

The woman, 45, told police she 
slipped as she was getting off the 


THE CENSUS 


The number of times a Madison, Wis., woman was arrested for drunken driving within a three-hour period. The Wisconsin State 
Journal reported that Yangchen Sopa, 47, was first pulled over by police in Verona, Wis., at 2:15 a.m. Saturday for a defective head¬ 
light. Authorities said she was arrested for operating a vehicle while intoxicated and taken to the Verona police station before being 
released to her husband about 4:30 a.m. Less than an hour later, the same officer stopped Sopa again because police said the vehicle 
still had a defective headlight and she was behind the wheel. She was arrested again for drunken driving. 


1 | 
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Jae C. Hong/AP 

Summer’s on in Long Beach 

A girl cools off in the ocean as kitesurfers ride waves Monday in Long Beach, Calif. 


train at the Massachusetts Av¬ 
enue Station about 5:30 p.m. Fri¬ 
day, and her leg became stuck in 
the gap. 

Video released by the Massa¬ 
chusetts Bay Transportation Au¬ 
thority Monday shows a group of 
passengers rushing to her aid and 
pushing the train away from the 
platform until she was free. 

Couple charged with 
locking puppy in trunk 

P| PANAMA CITY — Au- 
r Li thorities said a Missis¬ 
sippi couple locked a puppy in the 
trunk of their car while they went 
shopping at a Florida mall. 

The Panama City News Herald 
reported that Maurice Sanders 
and Keshanna Thompson, both 
30, were arrested Sunday and 
charged with aggravated animal 
cruelty. 

Police received a call about the 
puppy Sunday afternoon. A wit¬ 
ness said he saw Sanders lock 
the dog away before walking into 
Dillard’s. 

Officers reported hearing the 


puppy panting in the trunk. They 
broke a window and accessed the 
trunk through the car’s back seat. 
Police said it was extremely hot, 
and there was no water. 

Sanders later told officers he 
put the dog in the trunk because 
he didn’t want it to make a mess 
in the car. 

The puppy was taken to animal 
control. 

Husky helps rescue 
woman on hiking trail 

A If ANCHORAGE — A 7- 
r\ W\ year-old Alaskan husky 
is credited with helping rescue an 
injured woman hiking a trail east 
of Anchorage. 

The Alaska Star reported that 
the dog, named Nanook, helped 
Amelia Milling, 21, after she fell 
while crossing the Eagle River 
last month. 

Milling, a college student from 
Tennessee, was hiking the Crow 
Pass Trail and was injured early 
in the planned three-day hike. 
She said the white dog found her 
after she tumbled down a slope. 


She said Nanook guided her 
back to the trail and later helped 
her out of the water when she 
struggled in the swift river. He 
stayed with her until rescuers 
arrived. 

Police: Pair kidnapped 
and tormented victim 

||i|V GREAT FALLS — 
IYI I Great Falls authorities 
said a man and a woman kid¬ 
napped a man they claimed stole 
their property, then assaulted and 
tormented him. 

The Great Falls Tribune report¬ 
ed that Jared Neal Mell and Court¬ 
ney Cain-Howell were charged 
Monday with aggravated kidnap¬ 
ping and assault with a weapon. 

Court documents say Mell and 
Cain-Howell forced the victim to 
put on women’s underwear, then 
beat and dumped trash on him. 

The pair are also accused of 
burning and urinating on him and 
injecting Cain-Howell’s blood into 
him after telling him she has HIV 
and cancer. 

The victim escaped when the 


couple forced him to wear a har¬ 
ness made of straps and walk 
across a bridge. 

Shoe camera explodes, 
thwarting upskirt plan 

Uf | MADISON — Police in 
YY I Wisconsin said a man’s 
plan to take videos up the skirts 
of women was thwarted when his 
shoe camera exploded. 

Madison police Chief Mike 
Koval said in his daily blog that 
the man, 32, wanted to turn him¬ 
self in to police on Tuesday. But 
the man wasn’t arrested because 
he hadn’t taken any videos before 
the camera’s battery fizzled. 

Koval wrote that the man’s foot 
was injured when the battery 
exploded. 

The chief added that the man 
was “counseled on his actions” 
and released because no video 
had been taken. 

A police spokesman said au¬ 
thorities don’t know why the man 
wanted to turn himself in. 

From wire reports 














Page 16 




Stars and Stripes 


Thursday, July 5,2018 


WIRED WORLD 


PRYING 

‘EYES’ 

How much all-seeing Al 
surveillance is too much? 



By Matt O’Brien 

Associated. Press 

BOSTON 
hen a CIA-backed 
venture capital fund 
took an interest in 
Rana el Kaliouby’s 
face-scanning technology for de¬ 
tecting emotions, the computer 
scientist and her colleagues did 
some soul-searching — and then 
turned down the money. 

“We’re not interested in ap¬ 
plications where you’re spying 
on people,” said el Kaliouby, the 
CEO and co-founder of the Bos¬ 
ton startup Affectiva. 

The company has trained its 
artificial intelligence systems to 
recognize if individuals are happy 
or sad, tired or angry, using a pho¬ 
tographic repository of more than 
6 million faces. 

Recent advances in AI-pow- 
ered computer vision have accel¬ 
erated the race for self-driving 
cars and powered the increas¬ 
ingly sophisticated photo-tagging 
features found on Facebook and 
Google. But as these prying AI 
“eyes” find new applications in 
store checkout lines, police body 
cameras and war zones, the tech 
companies developing them are 
struggling to balance business 
opportunities with difficult moral 
decisions that could turn off cus¬ 
tomers or their own workers. 

El Kaliouby said it’s not hard to 
imagine using real-time face rec¬ 
ognition to pick up on dishonesty 
— or, in the hands of an authori¬ 
tarian regime, to monitor reac¬ 
tion to political speech in order 
to root out dissent. But the small 
firm, which spun off from an MIT 
research lab, has set limits on 
what it will do. 

The company has shunned 
“any security, airport, even lie 
detection stuff,” el Kaliouby said. 
Instead, Affectiva has partnered 
with automakers trying to help 
tired-looking drivers stay awake, 
and with consumer brands that 
want to know if people respond to 
a product with joy or disgust. 

Such queasiness reflects new 
qualms about the capabilities 
and possible abuses of all-seeing, 
always watching AI camera sys¬ 
tems — even as authorities are 
growing more eager to use them. 

In the immediate aftermath of 
the June 26 deadly shooting at 
a newspaper in Annapolis, Md., 
police said they turned to face 
recognition to identify the unco¬ 
operative suspect when finger¬ 


print analysis ran into delays. 
They did so by tapping a state 
database that includes mug shots 
of past arrestees and, more con¬ 
troversially, everyone who reg¬ 
istered for a Maryland driver’s 
license. 

In June, Orlando International 
Airport announced plans to re¬ 
quire face-identification scans of 
passengers on all arriving and de¬ 
parting international flights by the 
end of this year. Several other U.S. 
airports have already been using 
such scans for some, but not all, 
departing international flights. 

Chinese firms and municipali¬ 
ties are already using intelligent 
cameras to shame jaywalkers in 
real time and to surveil ethnic 
minorities, subjecting some to de¬ 
tention and political indoctrina¬ 
tion. Closer to home, the overhead 
cameras and sensors in Amazon’s 
new cashier-less store in Seattle 
aim to make shoplifting obsolete 
by tracking every item shoppers 
pick up and put back down. 

Concerns over the technology 
can shake even the largest tech 
firms. Google, for instance, re¬ 
cently said it will exit a defense 
contract after employees protest¬ 
ed the military application of the 
company’s AI technology. The 
work involved computer analysis 
of drone video footage from Iraq 
and other conflict zones. 

Similar concerns about govern¬ 
ment contracts have stirred up 
internal discord at Amazon and 
Microsoft. Google has since pub¬ 
lished AI guidelines emphasizing 
uses that are “socially beneficial” 
and that avoid “unfair bias.” 

Amazon, however, has so far 
deflected growing pressure from 
employees and privacy advocates 
to halt Rekognition, a powerful 
face-recognition tool it sells to po¬ 
lice departments and other gov¬ 
ernment agencies. 

Saying no to some work, of 
course, usually means someone 
else will do it. The drone-footage 
project involving Google, dubbed 
Project Maven, aimed to speed 
the job of looking for “patterns 
of life, things that are suspicious, 
indications of potential attacks,” 
said Robert Work, a former top 
Pentagon official who launched 
the project in 2017. 

While it hurts to lose Google 
because they are “very, very good 
at it,” Work said, other companies 
will continue those efforts. 

Commercial and government 
interest in computer vision has ex¬ 
ploded since breakthroughs earli¬ 


er in this decade using a brainlike 
“neural network” to recognize 
objects in images. Training com¬ 
puters to identify cats in YouTube 
videos was an early challenge in 
2012. Now, Google has a smart¬ 
phone app that can tell you which 
breed. 

A major research meeting 
— the annual Conference on 
Computer Vision and Pattern 
Recognition, held in Salt Lake 
City in June — has transformed 
from a sleepy academic gather¬ 
ing of “nerdy people” to a gold 
rush business expo attracting 
big companies and government 
agencies, said Michael Brown, a 


computer scientist at Toronto’s 
York University and a conference 
organizer. 

Brown said researchers have 
been offered high-paying jobs on 
the spot. But few of the thousands 
of technical papers submitted to 
the meeting address broader pub¬ 
lic concerns about privacy, bias or 
other ethical dilemmas. “We’re 
probably not having as much dis¬ 
cussion as we should,” he said. 

Startups are forging their own 
paths. Brian Brackeen, the CEO 
of Miami-based facial recogni¬ 
tion software company Kairos, 
has set a blanket policy against 
selling the technology to law en¬ 


forcement or for government 
surveillance, arguing in a recent 
essay that it “opens the door for 
gross misconduct by the morally 
corrupt.” 

Boston-based startup Neurala, 
by contrast, is building software 
for Motorola that will help police- 
worn body cameras find a person 
in a crowd based on what they’re 
wearing and what they look like. 
CEO Max Versace said that “AI 
is a mirror of the society,” so the 
company only chooses principled 
partners. 

“We are not part of that totali¬ 
tarian, Orwellian scheme,” he 
said. 
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VETERANS _ 

Support grows for cemetery restoration 


By Claudia Grisales 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — Retired Navy Capt. 
Ralph Parrott couldn’t believe his eyes. 

A bit of a world traveler, Parrott was ex¬ 
ploring a former military base in the San 
Francisco area early last year when he 
came across the Mare Island Naval Cem¬ 
etery, the oldest military graveyard on the 
West Coast. 

The landscape is marked by patches of 
weeds, dead leaves and bark, invasive roots, 
and neglected pepper and eucalyptus trees. 
Threatened by sinkholes, falling headstones 
from the 19th-century are held up by logs. 
Stone work is crumbling and a white picket 
fence has darkened over time. 

“It was a disgrace,” Parrott, 77, who lives 
in northern Virginia, said of his March 
2017 visit to the graveyard. “My first reac¬ 
tion was, what deplorable conditions for a 
veterans cemetery.” 

Parrott now had a mission. 

He reached out to veterans, volunteer or¬ 
ganizations and media in the Bay Area. He 
contacted military personnel and officials 
at the Department of Veterans Affairs. He 
also traveled to Capitol Hill. 

More than a year later, momentum is 
building behind the plan to get help for 
Mare Island Naval Cemetery, with support 
growing for two newly introduced bills 
in Congress. The coalition of crusaders 
pushing for the move have seen increasing 
attention for the cemetery, where 860 ser- 
vicemembers and veterans, mostly from 
the Navy and Marine Corps, were buried 
between 1858 and 1921. The site includes 
the graves of three Medal of Honor recipi¬ 
ents and veterans from the War of 1812, 
the Civil War and World War I. 

The cemetery also has nearly 100 plots 
dedicated to military spouses, children 
and others, including Anna Arnold Key, 
the daughter of Francis Scott Key, who au¬ 
thored “The Star-Spangled Banner.” 

The cemetery was maintained by the 
neighboring Mare Island Naval Shipyard 
until it was closed through the Base Re¬ 
alignment and Closure Act in 1996. That 
year, the cemetery’s care was transferred 
to the city of Vallejo, Calif., which hasn’t 



Courtesy of Thomas Jamison 


Some of the 19th-century headstones 
at the Mare Island Naval Cemetery are 
falling and being held up by wood. 

had the funds for the upkeep of the burial 
grounds. The waterfront community, which 
is located in the North Bay region of the 
San Francisco area, has fallen into tough 
financial times, emerging from ayearslong 
bankruptcy proceedings in 2011. 

For years, care of the cemetery has been 
left largely in the hands of volunteers, in¬ 
cluding members of the Mare Island His¬ 
toric Park Foundation. Peggy O’Drain, a 
foundation volunteer and local historian, 
told a local publication several years ago 
that the cemetery’s repairs and mainte¬ 
nance could cost $2 million or more to 
start. 

Now, Parrott and other veterans are 
working toward a legislative fix that would 
bring the cemetery under the VA’s Nation¬ 
al Cemetery Administration, which main¬ 
tains military burial grounds in at least 39 
states and 33 other sites. Since their work 
began early last year, they’ve seen an on¬ 
line petition to push for the move grow 
and congressional members introduce 
legislation. 


“I believe that once many of our fellow 
citizens ... find out about the condition of 
this sacred place, they will demand that 
honor must be restored for our veterans 
and their neighbors buried there,” said 
Eric Byrns, 57, a Navy veteran who was 
based at Mare Island in the 1980s. “I hope 
to see our leaders return these grounds, to 
place them under the control of [the VA] 
as our other veterans cemeteries are. I am 
confident that when the decision-makers 
are made aware of this noble cause, then 
proper action will be taken to rebuild this 
beautiful place.” 

Nestor Aliga, a Marine Corps and Army 
veteran who lives in Vallejo, met Parrott 
as he lobbied for the cemetery and soon 
after realized it was “an obvious injustice.” 
Aliga, 62, started an online petition through 
Change.Org (https://bit.ly/2IOd99U) that 
has since collected more than 55,000 
signatures asking for President Donald 
Trump and VA officials to take over the 
graveyard’s care. 

Mare Island Naval Cemetery’s “deplor¬ 
able condition is a shocking disgrace to the 
honorable service, uncommon valor, and 
selfless sacrifice of our courageous veter¬ 
ans buried there and, even worse, to the 
dignity of our great nation,” Aliga said. 

In April, Rep. Mike Thompson, D-Calif., 
introduced legislation to address the dire 
conditions at the cemetery. Thompson’s 
legislation, H.R. 5588, which was intro¬ 
duced in April, has more than 60 Republi¬ 
can and Democratic co-sponsors. In May, 
Sen. Dianne Feinstein, D-Calif., intro¬ 
duced companion legislation in the Senate 
to Thompson’s bill, S.2881. 

Thompson’s legislation has garnered 
endorsements from the American Legion, 
Veterans of Foreign Wars, the Disabled 
American Veterans and the U.S. Navy 
League. Last week, AMVETS also en¬ 
dorsed Thompson’s bill, which directs the 
secretary of Veterans Affairs to reach an 
agreement with the City of Vallejo to take 
over control of the cemetery in an effort to 
provide for restoration and maintenance of 
the historic graveyard. 

“Ensuring the sanctity of the final rest¬ 
ing place of our veterans is integral to re¬ 


specting their service,” Thompson said 
following the AMVETS endorsement. “I 
introduced this legislation to ensure the 
more than 800 veterans buried at the Mare 
Island Cemetery are properly honored and 
I’m humbled to have the support of AM¬ 
VETS as we continue our fight to restore 
and maintain this landmark. We must en¬ 
sure the cemetery is preserved for genera¬ 
tions to come so we can properly honor the 
sacrifice of our nation’s veterans.” 

AMVETS said the legislation would be 
key to correcting a “national disgrace.” 

“AMVETS applauds Rep. Thompson for 
introducing his bill to honor and preserve 
the memory and legacy of the veterans 
interred at the Mare Island Naval Cem¬ 
etery, including three Medal of Honor re¬ 
cipients,” AMVETS National Commander 
Marion Polk said. “That the federal gov¬ 
ernment provided no funding for the up¬ 
keep of these heroes’ final resting place 
when it closed the base in ’96 has been 
nothing short of a national disgrace ever 
since. AMVETS strongly believes Con¬ 
gress must act swiftly to enact this bill and 
transfer responsibility for the cemetery’s 
upkeep to the Department of Veterans Af¬ 
fairs, where it belongs.” 

The VA said Tuesday that it assisted 
Vallejo in preparing an application with 
the Department of Defense’s innovative 
readiness training program, which would 
allocate military funds and manpower for 
restoration of the cemetery. If approved, the 
city could receive funding for the effort for 
the upcoming fiscal year that begins Oct. 1. 

It also is ready to offer direct assistance 
in replacing government headstones, as it 
would for any cemetery where veterans 
are buried, said Jessica Schiefer, a VA 
spokeswoman. 

“VA has helped the city to meet its re¬ 
sponsibility to improve the conditions of 
the Mare Island Cemetery in a number of 
ways,” Schiefer said in a statement. “If the 
project is approved, [the Department of 
Defense] would match a military [depart¬ 
ment or unit] with the project and work 
would start in fiscal year 2019.” 

grisales.claudia@stripes.com 
Twitter: @cgrisales 


SBA touts loans, programs to help vets start businesses 


By Rose L. Thayer 

Stars and Stripes 

Hernan Luis y Prado, who owns a ma¬ 
chine shop and manufacturing facility in 
San Diego, said he feels like he still works 
with a military team — except now every¬ 
one has a beard and lets their hair grow 
long. 

“I love it,” said the former Naval officer 
whose company, VetPowered, has 13 em¬ 
ployees, most of whom are veterans. “A 
guy I served with 22 years ago, now he’s 
here helping with development.” 

Linda McMahon, who leads the Small 
Business Administration, visited VetPow¬ 
ered as part of her nationwide Ignite Tour, 
which aims to meet with business owners 
in all of the SBA’s 68 districts within her 
first two years. She said her tour of the 
country and visits with small-business 
owners is designed to promote what the 
SBA can offer entrepreneurs. 

Luis y Prado launched his business 10 
years ago and chose San Diego because of 
the large number of veterans separating 
from the military there each year. 

“If we could go overseas and train other 
nations’ soldiers to train others, why can’t 
we train U.S. men and women to rebuild 


America’s manufacturing force?” he said. 

VetPowered, which provides manufac¬ 
turing services, began in a rented 400- 
square-foot space before expanding to a 
94,000-square-foot facility owned by Luis 
y Prado. Two SBA loans helped make that 
possible, he said. 

Aside from loans, the SBA offers a va¬ 
riety of mentoring and network oppor¬ 
tunities. For veterans and active-duty 
servicemembers specifically, the SBA has 
more than 20 specialized outreach centers 
and a handful of training programs. 

The Boots to Business program is of¬ 
fered at participating military installa¬ 
tions and online and works with veterans 
and their spouses as they prepare to leave 
the military and transition into the private 
workforce. 

Servicemembers leaving the military 
and their spouses face many of the same 
challenges associated with starting or 
growing a business as civilians, such as 
access to capital, financial management, 
regulation and compliance, and market¬ 
ing strategy. Other challenges sometimes 
include service-connected disabilities, un¬ 
familiarity with the area where they plan 
to start a business, resources and how to 
get started. 


BY THE NUMBERS 

■ The most recent U.S. Census recorded 2.45 
million veteran-owned businesses employing 
about 5.8 million individuals and representing 9 
percent of U.S. firms. 

■ Veterans are 45 percent more likely to be 
self-employed than people with no military 
experience. 

■ Veteran-owned small businesses contribute 
approximately $1.4 trillion to the nation’s total 
sales/receipts per year. 

■ Nearly one in 10 U.S. small businesses are vet¬ 
eran-owned, which is approximately 2.4 million. 

Source: Small Business Administration 


It focuses on providing an overview 
of business ownership. Last year, about 
17,000 people went through program, Mc¬ 
Mahon said. 

In the SBA’s veteran outreach centers, 
veterans can access business plan work¬ 
shops, concept assessments, mentorship, 
and training. Those centers helped more 
than 28,000 veterans last year. 

After touring VetPowered, McMahon 
described the business as a great example 
of how the SBA can help business owners 


grow and succeed. 

Of the more than 700 veteran and civil¬ 
ian business owners in 39 states that Mc¬ 
Mahon has met with since taking office 
more than a year ago, she said VetPowered 
was most impressive in terms of its con¬ 
cept and devotion to veterans. 

“But above and beyond that, the actual 
business that’s running is serving many 
needs in our country — one of which is 
training a skilled workforce,” she said. 

Aside from employing veterans to pro¬ 
vide manufacturing needs to his own 
clients, Luis y Prado also gives back to 
veterans by hosting free training for veter¬ 
ans through his nonprofit, Workshops for 
Warriors. The program trains about 180 
active-duty servicemembers a year, pre¬ 
paring them to enter the workforce as an 
entry-level machinist. 

“Be patient and be relentlessly positive 
and open to criticism and recommenda¬ 
tions,” Luis y Prado said about starting a 
business. “It’s your little baby.” 

For more information about the SBA’s 
veteran programs, go to www.sba.gov. For 
more information on Workshops for War¬ 
riors, go to www.wfw.org. 

thayer.Rose@stripes.com 
Twitter: @Rose_Lori 
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LeBron in the spotlight 

NBA star’s move to LA might mean more Hollywood projects 


By Andrew Dalton 

Associated Press 

“Space Jam 2”? A whole new “House Party” franchise? 

With the leadership of LeBron James, anything is possible. 

As the basketball star comes from Cleveland to Los Angeles 
looking to take the Lakers to more NBA championships, he could 
also go from part-time presence to major player in Hollywood. 

James hasn’t yet spoken about his plans for Los Angeles. But 
if he wants to, he’s already shown he can act, and not just in that 
good-for-an-athlete way. 

His one real film role, playing himself in the 2015 Amy 
Schumer film “Trainwreck,” won big raves. 

L The Associated Press’ Lindsey Bahr called him “a co- 

medic revelation.” Ann Hornaday of The Washington 
Post said he showed “expert, deadpan timing.” 

James’ co-stars agreed. 

“He was really good. Like, everything with 
him, it was very effortless,” said Bill Hader, who 
played the movie’s male lead with James as his 
sidekick and previously acted with James 
^^k when he hosted “Saturday Night Live.” 

“He’s always listening. I know actors 
that don’t listen; they’re just waiting 
to say their line. He listened.” 

Hader said there was fre¬ 
quent improvisation on 
“Trainwreck,” and LeBron 
easily kept up with the 
sketch comedy pros like 
Hader. 

“You’ll never be¬ 
lieve this, but he 
was super confi¬ 
dent,” Hader 
said with a 
laugh. 
“But 


cocky ... Chris Rock was on set and rattled off a line suggestion 
really fast for LeBron, and LeBron said it back during the scene 
verbatim,” Hader said. “I remember thinking, ‘7 can’t do that.’” 

He wouldn’t be the first Laker to try acting. Kareem Abdul- 
Jabbar and Shaquille O’Neal had their share of roles. 

Whether or not he appears on screen, James has already 
begun a major media career that can only get a boost from L.A. 

Gone are the days when athletes had to be in a major market 
to make it in film and television, as James himself has shown. 

But there’s nothing like face-time for becoming a force in 
Hollywood. 

James and his business partner Mav¬ 
erick Carter have a production com¬ 
pany, SpringHill Entertainment, 
that has a deal with Warner 
Bros, and office space on the 
legendary movie company’s lot, 
where he could become a regular. 

“Certainly the proximity will 
make it easier for LeBron personally 
to be part of future projects,” said 
David Schwab of Octagon, a global 
sports and entertainment market¬ 
ing and management firm. 

“The advantage of a 
market like New York, 

Los Angeles and 
Golden State is the 
ability to have cof¬ 
fee, lunch or din¬ 
ner daily” with 
key decision 
makers. “In 
a smaller 



Winfrey again denies 
presidential ambitions 

Oprah Winfrey has a killer rea¬ 
son as to why she’s not running 
for president. 

The famed talk show host — 
who sparked cries for a campaign 
back in January — has once again 
rebutted rumors of a run for of¬ 
fice, this time saying it’s because 
she wouldn’t make it through. 

“In that political structure 
— all the non-truths, the bull—, 
the crap, the nastiness, the back- 
handed, back-room stuff that goes 
on — I feel like I could not exist,” 
she told British Vogue. 

“I would not be able to do it. It’s 
not a clean business. It would kill 
me.” 

Talk of a possible 2020 presi¬ 
dential run against President 
Donald Trump picked up steam 
after Winfrey’s empowering 
speech at the Golden Globes. 

“It’s up to the people. She would 
absolutely do it,” her longtime 
partner, Stedman Graham, said 
backstage at the event. 

But in the months since, Win¬ 
frey, 64, has taken great pains to 
make it clear that any potential 
run is out of the question. 

“I’ve always felt very secure 
and confident with myself in 
knowing what I could do and what 
I could not,” she told InStyle in 



Oprah Winfrey told a magazine 
that the process of running for 
president “would kill me.” 


March. “And so it’s not something 
that interests me. I don’t have the 
DNA for it.” 

Winfrey also weighed in the 
#MeToo movement in her chat 
with British Vogue, and explained 
why she believes there’s actually 
a silver lining to the rehashing 
of painful stories as part of the 
#MeToo movement. 

“People talk about ‘these are 
such dark times,’ but what if we 
shift the paradigm? Because I see 
it differently,” she said. “I see, 
‘Isn’t this remarkable that we’re 
waking up?’ For years, women 
have endured craziness.... You’ve 
got to lean to the happiness.” 

From the New York Daily News 


Spacey reportedly being investigated in London 


Associated Press 

British police are investigating six claims of sex¬ 
ual assault or assault by Academy Award-winning 
actor Kevin Spacey, three more than previously 
disclosed. 

British media reported earlier this year that 
London’s Metropolitan Police force was investigat¬ 
ing three allegations against the former “House of 
Cards” star. Five of the alleged offenses took place 
in London between 1996 and 2008, and the sixth in 
the western English city of Gloucester in 2013. 

Spacey, a two-time Oscar winner, has been ac¬ 
cused of sexual assault and inappropriate behavior 
by numerous men since American actor Anthony 
Rapp alleged last year that Spacey had climbed on 
top of him on a bed when Rapp was 14 and Spacey 
26. 

After Rapp’s allegation, London’s Old Vic the¬ 
ater, where Spacey was artistic director for 11 
years until 2015, launched an investigation into 
its former leader. The theater said in November 
that it had received 20 allegations of inappropriate 
behavior by Spacey, and had encouraged 14 of the 
complainants to go to the police. 

Spacey apologized to Rapp in October for “deep¬ 
ly inappropriate drunken behavior” and later 
released a statement saying he was seeking un¬ 
specified treatment. He has not commented on the 
other allegations. 

In the wake of the allegations, he was fired from 
political drama “House of Cards” and erased from 
Ridley Scott feature “All the Money in the World.” 
The film “Billionaire Boys Club,” a financial 
drama Spacey shot in 2015, is due for release this 
summer. 


Miles Teller to play Goose’s 
son in ‘Top Gun’ sequel 

Miles Teller has been cast as the son of Goose in 
the long-planned sequel to “Top Gun.” 

Teller was announced Tuesday as the co-star op¬ 
posite Tom Cruise in “Top Gun: Maverick.” He’ll 
be playing the son of Maverick’s radar intercept 
officer. Goose was played by Anthony Edwards in 
the 1986 original. 

The film, which will also return Val Kilmer as 
Iceman, is scheduled to be released by Paramount 
Pictures in July 2019. Directing is Joe Kosinski, 
who helmed “Oblivion,” also with Cruise. 

Actors Glen Powell and Nicholas Hoult had been 
up for the much-sought-after part, but Teller won 
out. 

The 31-year-old actor celebrated on Twitter with 
the first half of a famous quote from “Top Gun”: “I 
feel the need...” 

Other news 

■ Musician, singer-songwriter and producer 
Richard Swift, who has been in bands such as The 
Shins, The Arcs and The Black Keys, died Tues¬ 
day in Tacoma, Wash. He was 41. The Black Keys’ 
Dan Auerbach and Patrick Carney said in a post 
on their Facebook page that Swift was “one of the 
most talented musicians we have ever worked 
with.” Swift released his own albums as well, but 
was a valued studio producer and musician for 
many rock bands. He is credited on albums by 
The Pretenders, Nathaniel Rateliff and the Night 
Sweats and Ray LaMontagne. 
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Trump supporters urging 
Walmart boycott over shirt 


By Deanna Paul 
The Washington Post 

Walmart became the target of 
President Donald Trump support¬ 
ers outraged by a T-shirt sold on 
the company’s website, leading to 
calls for a boycott Tuesday. 

The shirt, which was available 
in adult sizes and in baby onesies, 
bore the words “Impeach 45,” 
in reference to Trump, the 45th 
president of the United States. It is 
unclear how long the shirts were 
available on Walmart’s website, 
but Ryan Fournier, a political 
commentator and chairman of 
Students for Trump, was among 
the first to ignite the social media 
frenzy Monday night after he dis¬ 
covered the listing, tweeting “what 
kind of message are you trying to 
send?” 

The shirt was not sold directly 
by Walmart but through its open 
marketplace by a third-party 
seller, Walmart said in a tweet to 
Fournier on Tuesday. 

“We’re removing these types of 
items pending review of our mar¬ 
ketplace policies,” Walmart said. 

The vendor, Connecticut-based 
Old Glory Music & Entertainment 
defended its shirts. 

“We carry over 10,000 political¬ 
ly inspired T-shirts dealing with 
all aspects of politics, from liberal 
to conservative thought,” Glenn 
Morelli, president of Old Glory, 
told Bloomberg News. “We are an 
American company and we are 
proud to be American, and this is 
what we do. We sell T-shirts for a 
living.” 

Walmart’s marketplace, which 
was created to compete with a 


similar program by Amazon, now 
has about 18,000 sellers and the 
retail giant receives a percentage 
of each sale, according to Bloom¬ 
berg News. 

By Tuesday afternoon Walmart 
had removed the listing from its 
website, though they are still avail¬ 
able through other online retailers 
such as Amazon and Bonanza. 

Formuchof 
the day #boy- 
cottWalmart 
trended in 
the United 
States, catch¬ 
ing the atten¬ 
tion of Trump 
support¬ 
ers includ¬ 
ing Lynette 
Hardaway 
and Rochelle 
Richardson, 
who are bet¬ 
ter known as 
social media 
personalities 
Diamond and 
Silk. 

Tuesday’s 
call for a 
Walmart boy¬ 
cott is the latest example of the 
pressures businesses can face as 
the nation’s political divide deep¬ 
ens and social media has made 
it easier to marshal others on a 
cause. 

In February, some Trump 
supporters vowed to take their 
money elsewhere after Nordstrom 
dropped Ivanka Trump’s clothing 
line. Other groups have gone after 
Breitbart and Laura Ingraham’s 
advertisers while United Air¬ 


lines, Best Western, MetLife and 
other companies cut ties with the 
National Rifle Association. The 
impact of those boycotts are often 
unclear. 

Walmart and Old Glory did not 
immediately respond to a request 
for comment. 

This isn’t the first time Walmart 
has attracted criticism for shirts 
sold through its marketplace. 

In2016,thecorporationremoved 
another Old Glory shirt that had 
“Bulletproof’ Black Lives Mat¬ 
ter” printed across the front after 
police departments disapproved, 
CNN reported. Then, six months 
ago, the corporation pulled anoth¬ 
er T-shirt from its site following 
outrage from a journalist advoca¬ 
cy group, according to Bloomberg. 
The Teespring shirt read: “Rope. 
Tree. Journalist. SOME ASSEM¬ 
BLY REQUIRED.” 

Some people responded to the 
backlash by drawing comparisons 
to the recent Supreme Court deci¬ 
sion in Masterpiece Cakeshop v. 
Colorado Civil Rights Commis¬ 
sion, which held that a business 
owner can refuse to bake a cake 
for a same-sex couple wedding. 
Others noted that Walmart’s 
marketplace sellers also sold pro- 
Trump apparel. 

Trump’s campaign manager, 
Brad Parscale, tweeted Tues¬ 
day that Walmart was removing 
the T-shirt and a boycott was not 
necessary. 

“It was not deliberate. Thank 
you @Walmart for doing the right 
thing!” 


We are an 
American 
company 
and we 
are proud 
to be 
American, 
and this is 
what we 
do. We sell 
T-shirts for 
a living.* 

Glenn Morelli 

president of 
Old Glory 


Asiana chairman issues 
apology for incidents 


Associated Press 

SEOUL, South Korea — The 
chairman of South Korea’s Asiana 
Airlines apologized Wednesday 
for inflight meal service disrup¬ 
tions and a reported suicide at 
a supplier to one of its catering 
companies. 

Park Sam-koo, chairman of the 
country’s second-largest air car¬ 
rier, said he felt a moral responsi¬ 
bility after the boss of a company 
that had been helping supply the 
meals killed himself, according 
to media reports citing police. 

“I express my deep apology to 
the bereaved family,” Park said 
at a press conference. “I’m sin¬ 
cerely sorry to the passengers 
whose work got disrupted due to 
flight delays and who experienced 
inconveniences due to the lack of 
food.” 

The apology came as criticism 
mounted over reports linking the 
apparent suicide to pressure from 
Asiana on its caterer. 

Asiana Airlines said 114 out of 
310 flights had left South Korea 
without meals since Sunday. Pas¬ 
sengers were given vouchers that 
could be used to purchase duty¬ 
free items on Asiana flights. 

Many flights were delayed 
by more than an hour as meals 
arrived late. Asiana said as of 
Wednesday the problem had been 


MARKET WATCH 


July 3, 2018 

Dow Jones -132.36 
industrials 24,174.82 


Nasdaq 

composite 



7,502.67 


resolved. 

It arose after the airline tried to 
change its meal catering service. 

A fire at the factory of Gate 
Gourmet Korea, Asiana’s new 
supplier, delayed meal supplies 
while the previous catering ser¬ 
vice ended in June. The airline 
temporarily hired another cater¬ 
ing service that had to ramp up 
output to 20,000 meals per day 
from 3,000 meals per day to meet 
Asiana’s needs. The company 
whose boss killed himself, was a 
supplier to that caterer. 


EXCHANGE RATES 


Military rates 

Euro costs (July 4).$1.1953 

Dollar buys (July 4).€0.8366 

British pound (July 4).$1.35 

Japanese yen (July 4).108.00 

South Korean won (July 4).1,094.00 


Bahrain (Dinar). 

British pound. 

Canada (Dollar). 

China (Yuan). 

Denmark (Krone). 

Egypt(Pound). 

Euro. 

Hong Kong (Dollar). 

Hungary (Forint). 

Israel (Shekel). 

Japan(Yen). 

Kuwait (Dinar). 

Norway (Krone). 

Philippines (Peso). 

Poland (Zloty). 

Saudi Arabia (Riyal).... 

Singapore (Dollar). 

South Korea (Won). 

Switzerland (Franc). 

Thailand (Baht). 

Turkey (New Lira). 

(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 
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5.33 
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INTEREST RATES 


Prime rate.5.00 

Discount rate.2.50 

Federal funds market rate.1.90 

3-month bill.1.96 

30-year bond.2.96 


WEATHER OUTLOOK 




FRIDAYIN THE PACIFIC 



84/81 

The weather is provided by the 
American Forces Network Weather Center, 
2nd Weather Squadron at Offutt Air Force Base, Neb. 
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StripellftPAN 


You rely on your military community 
when you’re far from home. 

We get that. 

Use our community sites to connect and share during 
your time overseas. With base information, travel tips, 
restaurant reviews and even the score of your son’s 
high school basketball game, we’ve got you covered. 


Visit one of our community sites today! 

SftipesQ VflM sjtgS OKINAWA 


GUAM.STRIPES.COM ■OKINAWA.STBIPES.COMl 


Stripes KOREA Str/ges JAPAN 


KOREA.STRIPES.COM ■ JAPAN.STRIPES.COM 



Stay connected and hey, 
welcome to the neighborhood. 


EUROPE STRIPES.COM 
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you dan gp a£ tine Invi^itle Man. 
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Eugene Sheffer Crossword 



ACROSS 

1 Marathon fraction 
5 Gist 
8 Doctrines 

12 Make — for 
it (flee) 

13 Comic Philips 

14 Hammer target 

15 Body powder 

16 Transcript no. 

17 Actress 
Hathaway 

18 Sudden storm 
20 Vile 

22Avril follower 

23 Soup cooker 

24 Baby-feeding 
finale 

27 Decorative paper 

32 Docs’ org. 

33 Actress Mendes 

34 Red — beet 

35 Arrest record 

38 Oil cartel 

39 French article 

40 Ad- 
42 Groups of 

species 

45 Blows one’s top 

49 Wood¬ 
shaping tool 

50 Guffaw syllable 

52 Actress Singer 

53 Level 

7-5 

KGKA GU M V A SANMQDSQKM’N 

YAQZN V Q X HYOSANNAX M V A 

AOHBDSA, NG MV A BVAU Y Q X A 

Q ZQNM-XHNV AUUGSM. 

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: BEATLES SONG ABOUT 
GORGEOUS TOURIST SPOTS YOU CAN VISIT IN 
LATVIA’S CAPITAL: “LOVELY RIGA.” 

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: S equals R 


54100 percent 

24 Rail 

55 Atop 

25 Actress Thurman 

56 Morays 

26 Grimm character 

57 Ottoman ruler 

who let her 

58 Hardens 

hair down 


28 had it!” 

DOWN 

29 Paternal 

1 Yoga class pads 

30 Enzyme suffix 

2 Baghdad’s land 

31 Lobbying org. 

3 Humdinger 

36 Derisive looks 

4 Set up a tent 

37 That girl 

5 Revealing nightie 

38 Circular window 

6 Ref 

41 Either mate 

7 Fluffy scarves 

42 Portal 

8 Lined up 

43 Actress Falco 

9 Golf hazard 

44 Melville captain 

10 Maxi’s opposite 

46 Vatican VIP 

11 Coaster 

47 Jog 

19 Boheme” 

48 Deadly septet 

21 Choose 

51 Pub order 


Answer to Previous Puzzle 
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FREE AD Guidelines: 


• Ads may contain up to 32 words. All Ads 
must contain price and contact information. 
No websites will be accepted in Free ads. 


STARS^STRIPES: 


CLASSIFIED 


Go to stripes.com to place your free ad. Sell fast/ Buy fast 


When you see this^£ 
camera icon go to stripes.com 
to view the uploaded photo. 


Advertising 
Circulation 
Reader Letters 


Van Rowell rowell.van@stripes.com 
+49(0)631.3615.9111 DSN 314.583.9111 

letters@stripes.com 


Robert Reismann reismann.robert@stripes.corr 
+49(0)631.3615.9150 DSN 314.583.9150 

letters@stripes.com 


Mari Matsumoto SSPcirculation@stripes.ci 
+81(3)6385.3171 DSN 315.229.3171 

letters@stripes.com 


ClassifiedsEUROPE 


For information on Commercial Rates: CIV: 0631-3615-9012 or DSN: 583-9012 


Announcements 


040 


Automotive 


140 


SCAM 

FADS 



buy sight unseen and have 
the vehicle shipped 



■ People saying Free Dog 
(different breeds) for 
adoption. 


SELLER BEWARE 


Individuals placing 
classified advertising 
should use discretion in 
concluding the sale of their 
property. Not all potential 
buyers are reputable or 
honest. Stars and Stripes 
suggests that you take 
precautions to ensure that 
potential buyers are 
reputable and will be able 
to fulfill the terms of the 
sale. Stars and Stripes is not 
liable for the contractual 
relationship between 
sellers and buyers of 
merchandise advertised in 
the newspaper or on the 
web site. 


Autos for Sale 
- Germany 142 


Auto - Quality Pre-owned 


Travel_1000 


Hotel Forsthaus Oberau 8 km 
N of Garmisch Hot tub/sauna 
39eur PP, DBL occp, free brkfst, 
dogs welcome. 08824-9120 

www.forsthaus-oberau.de 


a 


a 


Jobs Offered 630 


Ramstein Dental Care 

a busy American practice has 
an opening for an experienced 
general dentist to join our 

Please send your resume to 
ramsteindentalofficemanager@ 



Want a better picture? 



You’ll get one - just by reading 
Stars and Stripes military 
news coverage. 

In print • Online at stripes.com • 
Mobile for Android, iPhone & iPad 
No one covers the bases 
the way we do. 


Wiesbaden Dental Care 


Wiesbaden office. 


Visit Stripes.com 
for details. 


STARSK^STRI PES. 


Please send your resume to 
wiesbadendentalofficemanager 
@gmail.com 


STARS AND STRIPES 


However you read us, wherever you need us. 





Round-the-world news for America s military. 


Lies constant updates, on news of interest — including reports from our overseas military bases in 
Europe, Pacific, Southwest Asia and the Mideast, and coverage of the Pentagon and Capitol Hill. 

Also available on mobile apps for Android smartphones and as an iOS app for both iPhone and iPad. 


ies.com sui 


STRIPES. 


Mobile 
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You’ve never felt more like a local. 


STARS® STRIPES 


I 


Look inside tv the BEST o t the 


fi! 






¥ 


Whether you are searching for the best Sunday brunch in Okinawa or a family 
friendly get away in Germany, one of our FREE publications will help you embrace 
your new home so you can live your new adventure to the fullest. 


Available online at 

stripes.com/special-publications 
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SCOREBOARD 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most | 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 


Pro basketball 


Pro soccer 

1 

Auto racing 

1 

Boxing 

1 

Deals 


WNBA 

EASTERN CONFERENCE 


Washington 

Connecticut 

Atlanta 

Chicago 

New York 

Indiana 


8 .500 2 

11 .353 4V4 

12 .294 5V2 

16 .111 9 


WESTERN CONFERENCE 

W L Pet 

Phoenix 13 5 .722 

Seattle 13 5 .722 

Los Angeles 12 6 .667 

Minnesota 10 7 .588 

Dallas 8 8 .500 

Las Vegas 6 12 .333 

Tuesday’s games 
Seattle 77, New York 62 
Indiana 71, Minnesota 59 
Dallas 108, Chicago 85 
Connecticut 73, Los Angeles 72 
Wednesday's games 
No games scheduled 

Thursday's games 
New York at Washington 
Indiana at Dallas 
Los Angeles at Minnesota 
Connecticut at Phoenix 
Chicago at Las Vegas 

Friday’s games 
Seattle at Atlanta 


LPGA Tour statistics 

Through July 1 
Scoring 

1, Jessica Korda, 69.548. 2, Ariya Juta- 
nugarn, 69.619. 3, Jin Young Ko, 69.75. 4, 
Minjee Lee, 69.907. 5, Moriya Jutanugarn, 
69.934. 6, Inbee Park, 69.946. 7, Lexi 
Thompson, 70.067. 8, In Gee Chun, 70.143. 
9, Shanshan Feng, 70.149. 10, Charley 
Hull, 70.22. 

Driving Distance 

1, Maude-Aimee Leblanc, 276.2.2, Yani 
Tseng, 275.9. 3, Lexi Thompson, 274.5. 4, 
Sung Hyun Park, 272.9.5, Angel Yin, 272.4. 

6, Brittany Lincicome, 271.5. 7, Brooke M. 
Henderson, 270.8.8, Jessica Korda, 270.2. 

9. Madelene Sagstrom, 269.8. 10, Cydney 
Clanton, 269.1. 

Greens in Regulation 
1, Jin Young Ko, .770. 2, Lexi Thomp¬ 
son, .757. 3, Brooke M. Henderson, .750. 
4, Anna Nordqvist, .742. 5, Shanshan 
Feng, .741. 6, Annie Park, .740. 7, Charley 
Hull, .738. 8, Jessica Korda, .737. 9, Austin 
Ernst, .737. 10, Marina Alex, .733. 

Putts per GIR 

1, Ariya Jutanugarn, 1.71. 2, Moriya Ju¬ 
tanugarn, 1.74. 3, Jessica Korda, 1.75. 4, 
Inbee Park, 1.75. 5, In Gee Chun, 1.75. 6, 
Charley Hull, 1.76. 7, Aditi Ashok, 1.76. 8, 
Lydia Ko, 1.76. 9, Jeong Eun Lee, 1.76. 10, 
Nasa Hataoka, 1.77. 

Birdies 

1, Ariya Jutanugarn, 273. 2, Moriya 
Jutanugarn, 243. 3, Charley Hull, 217. 4, 
Minjee Lee, 212. 5, Jin Young Ko, 209. 6, So 
Yeon Ryu, 208. 7, Brooke M. Henderson, 
205. 8, Sei Young Kim, 203. 9, Michelle 
Wie, 198.10, Lizette Salas, 197. 

Eagles 

1, Lexi Thompson, 10. 2 (tie), Jessica 
Korda and Ariya Jutanugarn, 9. 4 (tie), 
Moriya Jutanugarn and Emily Pedersen, 
8. 6 (tie), Su Oh and Caroline Masson, 7. 
8, 5 tied with 6. 

Sand Save Percentage 
1, Simin Feng, .645. 2, Minjee Lee, .620. 
3, Shanshan Feng, .618. 4, Nasa Hataoka, 
.613. 5, Danielle Kang, .608. 6, Amy Yang, 
.600. 7, Angel Yin, .586. 8, Lydia Ko, .585. 9, 
Katherine Kirk, .574.10, Jenny Shin, .571. 
Rounds Under Par 

1, Inbee Park, .784.2, Charley Hull, .760. 
3, Jessica Korda, .714.4 (tie), Lydia Ko and 
Minjee Lee, .704. 6, Shanshan Feng, .702. 

7, Carlota Ciganda, .700. 8, Lexi Thomp¬ 
son, .689. 9, In Gee Chun, .686.10, Lizette 
Salas, .679. 

LPGA Tour money leaders 

Through July 1 

Trn Money 

1. Ariya Jutanugarn 17 $1,771,581 

2. Nasa Hataoka 14 $932,952 

3. SO Yeon Ryu 14 $887,254 

4. Inbee Park 10 $878,137 

5. Sung Hyun Park 13 $844,012 

6. Moriya Jutanugarn 17 $832,088 

7. Minjee Lee 15 $773,692 

8. Jessica Korda 12 $720,717 

9. Brooke M. Henderson 16 $716,563 

10. Jin Young Ko 14 $682,525 

11. Hyo Joo Kim 12 $654,542 

12. Lydia Ko 15 $613,417 

13. Lexi Thompson 12 $607,454 

14. Pernilla Lindberg 16 $567,302 

15. Eun-Hee Ji 14 $565,285 

16. Michelle Wie 14 $551,815 

17. Carlota Ciganda 14 $536,225 

18. Charley Hull 13 $527,717 

19. Danielle Kang 13 $506,057 

20. Lizette Salas 15 $502,850 


MLS 

EASTERN CONFERENCE 

W L T Pts GF GA 

Atlanta United FC 11 3 4 37 38 20 

New York 10 4 2 32 34 16 

New York City FC 9 4 4 31 34 24 

Columbus 8 5 6 30 24 19 

New England 7 4 6 27 30 25 

Chicago 6 7 5 23 27 31 

Montreal 7 11 0 21 22 31 

Philadelphia 6 8 3 21 21 25 

Orlando City 6 10 1 19 24 37 

Toronto FC 4 9 3 15 24 30 

D.C. United 2 7 4 10 21 27 

WESTERN CONFERENCE 

W L T Pts GF GA 
Sporting KCy 9 3 5 32 31 18 

FC Dallas 9 2 5 32 25 17 

Los Angeles FC 9 4 4 31 37 27 

Portland 7 3 5 26 24 21 

Real Salt Lake 7 8 2 23 21 32 

Vancouver 6 7 5 23 26 35 

Houston 6 6 4 22 33 26 

LA Galaxy 6 7 3 21 25 26 

Minnesota United 5 10 1 16 19 30 

Colorado 4 9 3 15 20 28 

Seattle 3 9 3 12 13 21 

San Jose 2 9 6 12 28 35 

Note: Three points for victory, one 
point for tie. 

Friday, June 29 

FC Dallas 1, Minnesota United 0 
Saturday, June 30 
Portland 3, Seattle 2 
Atlanta United FC 4, Orlando City 0 
Montreal 2, Sporting Kansas City 0 
Columbus 2, Real Salt Lake 1 
New England 3, D.C. United 2 
Chicago 3, New York City FC 2 
Los Angeles FC 4, Philadelphia 1 
LA Galaxy 3, San Jose 3, tie 
Sunday, July 1 
New York 1, Toronto FC 0 
Colorado 1, Vancouver 0 
Tuesday’s game 
Los Angeles FC 2, Houston 2, tie 
Wednesday's games 
Toronto FC at Minnesota United 
Atlanta United FC at FC Dallas 
Seattle at Colorado 
Sporting Kansas City at Real Salt Lake 
D.C. United at LA Galaxy 

Saturday’s games 
Orlando City at Los Angeles FC 
Atlanta United FC at Philadelphia 
Colorado at Montreal 
Seattle at New England 
Toronto FC at Sporting Kansas City 
Minnesota United at Houston 
FC Dallas at Real Salt Lake 
Chicago at Vancouver 
Columbus at LA Galaxy 
San Jose at Portland 

Sunday’s game 
New York at New York City FC 

Tuesday 

Los Angeles FC 2, Dynamo 2 

Los Angeles 1 1—2 

Houston 0 2—2 

First half—1, Los Angeles, Blessing, 4 
(Diomande), 5th minute. 

Second half—2, Los Angeles, Kaye, 2 
(Diomande), 72nd. 3, Houston, Manotas, 
9 (Beasley), 94th. 4, Houston, Senderos, 
2, 97th. 

Goalies—Los Angeles, Tyler Miller; 
Houston, Joe Willis. 

Yellow Cards—Zimmermann, Los 
Angeles, 22nd; Diomande, Los Angeles, 
27th; Fuenmayor, Houston, 30th; Garcia, 
Houston, 57th; Blackmon, Los Angeles, 
75th. 

A-16,0376 (22,039) 


NWSL 

W L T Pts GF GA 

North Carolina 11 1 3 36 31 13 

Seattle 6 3 5 23 15 12 

Orlando 6 5 4 22 21 20 

Chicago 5 3 7 22 21 17 

Utah 5 3 6 21 13 11 

Portland 5 5 5 20 20 20 

Houston 4 5 5 17 16 21 

Washington 2 9 4 10 10 20 

Sky Blue FC 0 10 3 3 10 23 

Note: Three points for victory, one 
point for tie. 

Wednesday’s game 
Chicago at North Carolina 
Friday’s game 
Utah at Portland 

Saturday’s games 
Chicago at Sky Blue FC 
Washington at Orlando 
Houston at Seattle 

Wednesday, July 11 
Washington at North Carolina 
Orlando at Houston 
Utah at Seattle 


Pro football 


NFL calendar 

July 16 — Deadline for any club that 
designated franchise player to sign that 
player to a multiyear contract or exten- 

Aug. 2 — Hall of Fame game, Chicago 
vs. Baltimore at Canton, Ohio. 

Aug. 5 — Hall of Fame induction cer¬ 
emony, Canton, Ohio. 

Aug. 9-13 — First weekend of pre- 

Sept. 1 — Final cutdown to 53-man 

Sept. 6 — Regular season opens: At¬ 
lanta at Philadelphia. 

Sept. 9-10 — First weekend of regular 

Oct. 16-17 — Fall owners meeting, New 
York. 

Oct. 30 — Trading deadline. 


Monster Energy NASCAR Cup 
schedule and winners 

Feb. 11 - x-Advance Auto Parts Clash 
(Brad Keselowski) 

Feb. 15 - x-Can-Am Duel 1 (Ryan Blaney) 
Feb. 15 - x-Can-Am Duel 2 (Chase Elliott) 
Feb. 18 - Daytona 500 (Austin Dillon) 

Feb. 25 - Folds of Honor QuikTrip 500 
(Kevin Harvick) 

March 4 - Penzoil 400 (Kevin Harvick) 
March 11 - TicketGuardian 500 (Kevin 
Harvick) 

March 18 - Auto Club 400 (Martin Truex 
Jr.) 


April 15 - Food City 500 (Kyle Busch) 

April 21 - Toyota Owners 400 (Kyle 
Susch) 

‘ pril 
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Harvick) 

May 12 - KC Masterpiece 400 (Kevin Har¬ 
vick) 

May 19 - x-NASCAR All-Star Open (AJ All- 
mendinger) 

May 19 - x-NASCAR All-Star Race (Kevin 
Harvick) 

May 27 - Coca-Cola 600 (Kyle Busch) 

June 3 - Pocono 400 (Martin Truex Jr.) 

June 10 - FireKeepers Casino 400 (Clint 
Bowyer) 

June 24 - Toyota/Save Mart 350 (Martin 
Truex Jr.) 

July 1 - Overton’s 400 (Kyle Larson) 

July 7 - Coke Zero 400, Daytona Beach, 
Fla. 

July 14 - Quaker State 400, Sparta, Ky. 

July 22 - New Hampshire 301, Loudon 

July 29 - Gander Outdoors 400, Long 
Pond, Pa. 

Aug. 5 - GoBowling at The Glen, Watkins 
Glen, N.Y. 

Aug. 12 — Consumers Energy 400, Brook¬ 
lyn, Mich. 

Aug. 18 - Bass Pro Shops NRA Night Race, 
Bristol, Tenn. 

Sept. 2 - Bojangles’ Southern 500, Dar¬ 
lington, S.C. 

Sept. 9 - Big Machine Brickyard 400, In¬ 
dianapolis 

Sept. 16 - South Point 400, Las Vegas 

Sept. 22 - Federated Auto Parts 400, 
Richmond, Va. 

Sept. 30 - Bank of America 500, Concord, 


Ala. 

Oct. 21 - Hollywood Casino 400, Kansas 
City, Kan. 

Oct. 28 - First Data 500, Martinsville, Va. 
Nov. 4 - AAA Texas 500, Fort Worth 
Nov. 11 - Can-Am 500, Avondale, Ariz. 
Nov. 18 - Ford Ecoboost 400, Homestead, 
Fia. ^ 

IndyCar schedule and winners 

March 11 - Firestone Grand Prix of St. 
Petersburg (Sebastien Bourdais) 

April 7 - Phoenix Grand Prix (Josef New- 
garden) 

April 15 - Toyota Grand Prix of Long 
Beach (Alexander Rossi) 

April 22 - Honda Indy Grand Prix of Ala¬ 
bama (Josef Newgarden) 

May 12 - Grand Prix of Indianapolis (Will 
Power) 

May 27 - Indianapolis 500 (Will Power) 
June 2 - Chevrolet Indy Duel (Race 1) 
(Scott Dixon) 

June 3 - Chevrolet Indy Duel (Race 2) 
(Ryan Hunter-Reay) 

June 9 - DXC Technology 600 (Scott 

June 24 - Kohler Grand Prix (Josef New¬ 
garden) 

July 8 - Iowa Corn 300, Newton, Iowa 
July 15 - Honda Indy Toronto 
July 29 - Honda Indy 200 at Mid-Ohio, 
Lexington, Ohio 

Aug. 19 - ABC Supply 500, Long Pond, 
Pa. 

Aug. 25 - Bommarito Automotive Group 
500, Madison, III. 

Sept. 2 - Grand Prix of Portland, Portland, 
Ore. 

Sept. 16 - Grand Prix of Sonoma, Calif. 

Formula One 
schedule and winners 

March 25 — Australian Grand Prix (Sebas¬ 
tian Vettel) 

April 8 - Bahrain Grand Prix (Sebastian 
Vettel) 

April 15 - Chinese Grand Prix (Daniel Ric- 

April 29 - Azerbaijan Grand Prix (Lewis 
Hamilton) 

May 13 - Spanish Grand Prix (Lewis Ham¬ 
ilton) 

May 27 — Monaco Grand Prix (Daniel Ric- 
ciardo) 

June 10 — Canadian Grand Prix (Sebastian 
Vettel) 

June 24 — French Grand Prix (Lewis Ham¬ 
ilton) 

July 1 - Austrian Grand Prix (Max Verstap- 
pen) 

July 8 - British Grand Prix, Silverstone, 
England 

July 22 - German Grand Prix, Hockenheim 
July 29 — Hungarian Grand Prix, Budapest 
Aug. 26 - Belgian Grand Prix, Spa-Fran- 
corchamps 

Sept. 2 - Italian Grand Prix, Monza 
Sept. 16 — Singapore Grand Prix 
Sept. 30 - Russian Grand Prix, Sochi 
Oct. 7 - Japanese Grand Prix, Suzuka 
Oct. 21 - United States Grand Prix, Austin, 

Oct. 28 - Mexican Grand Prix, Mexico City 
Nov. 11 - Brazilian Grand Prix, Sao Paolo 
Nov. 25 - Abu Dhabi Grand Prix, Yas Ma¬ 
rina, UAE 


Fight schedule 

July 7 

At Astana, Kazakhstan, Beibut Shu- 
menov vs. Hizni Altunkaya, 12, for the 
vacant WBA cruiserweight title. 

At Fresno, Calif., Jose Ramirez vs. 
Danny O’Connor, 12, for Ramirez’s WBC 
junior welterweight title; Egidijus Kaval- 
lauskas vs. Juan Carlos Abreu, 10, wel- 
tereweights; Andy Vences vs. Frank De 
Alba, 10, junior lightweights; Andy Ruiz 
vs. Kevin Johnson, 10, heavyweights. 

July 13 

At Kobe, Japan, Ryuya Yamanaka vs. 
Vic Saludar, 12, for Yamanaka’s WBO 
strawweight title; Reiya Konishi vs. Orlie 
Silvestre, 12, for the WBO Asia Pacific ju¬ 
nior flyweight title. 

At Los Angeles, Joet Gonzalez vs. Ra¬ 
fael Rivera, 10, featherweights. 

July 14 

At Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, Lucas 
Matthysse vs. Manny Pacquiao, 12, for 
Matthysse’s WBA world welterweight 
title; Moruti Mthalane vs. Muhammad 
Waseem, 12, for the vacant IBF flyweight 
title; Carlos Canizales vs. Bin Lu, 12, for 
Canizales’ WBA junior flyweight title; 
Jhack Tepora vs. Edivaldo Ortega, 12, 
featherweights; Muhammad Farkhan 
vs. Abdallah Paziwapazi, 10, light heavy¬ 
weights. 

At Offenburg, Germany; Tyron Zeuge 
vs. Rocky Fielding, 12, for Zeuge’s WBA 
super middleweignt title 

At London, George Groves vs. Callum 
Smith, 12, for Groves’ WBA super middle¬ 
weight title (World Boxing Super Series 
final). 

At Lakefront Arena, New Orleans, Re¬ 
gis Prograis vs. Juan Jose Velasco, 12, 
for Prograis’ WBC interim junior welter¬ 
weight title; Teofimo Lopez vs. William 
Silva, 10, lightweights. 

July 20 

At WinnaVegas Casino, Sloan, Iowa, 
Jaron Ennis vs. Armando Alvarez, 10, 
welterweights. 

July 21 

At Moscow, Oleksandr Usyk vs. Murat 
Gassiev, 12, for undisputed cruiserweight 
title (World Boxing Super Series final). 

At Hard Rock Hotel & Casino, Las Ve¬ 
gas, Jaime Munguia vs. Liam Smith, 12, 
for Munguia’s WBO junior middleweight 
title; Alberto Machado vs. Rafael Men- 
sah, 12, for Machado’s WBA junior light¬ 
weight title. 

July 28 

At Kissimmee, Fla., Christopher Diaz 
vs. Masayuki Ito, 12, for vacant WBO ju¬ 
nior lightweight title; Carlos Adames vs. 
Artemio Reyes, 10, welterweights. 

At Staples Center, Los Angeles, Mikey 
Garcia vs. Robert Easter Jr., 12, for Gar¬ 
cia’s WBC lightweight title and Easter’s 
IBF lightweight title. 

Aug. 3 

At Sydney, Australia, Billy Dib vs. Tevin 
Farmer, 12, for the vacant IBF junior light¬ 
weight title. 

At Albuquerque, N.M., Antonio Orozco 
vs. Pablo Cesar Cano, 10, junior welter¬ 
weights. 

Aug. 4 

At Sydney, Australia, Billy Dib vs. Tevin 
Farmer, 12, for vacant IBF junior light¬ 
weight title 

At Hard Rock Hotel, Atlantic City, N.J., 
Sergey Kovalev vs. Eleider Alvarez, 12, for 
Kovalev’s WBO light heavyweight title; 
Dmitry Bivol vs. Isaac Chilemba, 12, for 
Bivol’s WBA light heavyweight title. 

At Tokyo, Ryosuke Iwasa vs. T.J. 
Doheny, 12, for Iwasa’s IBF junior feath¬ 
erweight title. 

Aug. 18 

At Cebu City, Philippines, Donnie Ni- 
etes vs. Aston Palicte, 12, for vacant WBO 
junior bantamweight title. 

At Belfast, Northern Ireland: Carl 
Frampton vs. Luke Jackson, 12, for 
Frampton’s WBO interim featherweight 
title; Cristofer Rosales vs. Paddy Barnes, 
12, for Rosales’ WBC flyweight title. 

At T-Mobile Arena, Las Vegas, Gen¬ 
nady Golovkin vs. Canelo Alvarez, 12, for 


AP sportlight 


July 5 

1930 - Bill Tilden beats Wilmer Allison 
6-3, 9-7, 6-4, to capture his third men’s 
singles title at Wimbledon. 

1947 — Larry Doby becomes the first 
black to play in the American League. 
He strikes out as a pinch-hitter for the 
Cleveland Indians in a 6-5 loss to the Chi¬ 
cago White Sox. 

1952 — Maureen Connolly wins her 
first of three straight women’s singles 
title at Wimbledon, defeating Louise 
Brough 6-4, 6-3. 

1968 — The Philadelphia 76ers trade 
Wilt Chamberlain, basketball’s greatest 
offensive player, to the Los Angeles Lak¬ 
ers after they are unable to sign him to 
a contract. 

1968 — Australia’s Rod Laver wins the 
first open Wimbledon tennis champion¬ 
ship, defeating countryman Tony Roche 
6-3,6-4,6-2. Laver becomes the first play¬ 
er since Fred Perry (1934-36) to win the 
men’s title three straight times. 

1975 — Arthur Ashe beats Jimmy Con¬ 
nors 6-1,6-1,5-7,6-4 to win the men’s sin¬ 
gles title at Wimbledon. It’s the first all- 
American final since 1947. Connors, the 
defending champion, had not dropped a 
set in the previous six matches. 

1980 — Bjorn Borg of Sweden wins his 
fifth men’s title at Wimbledon, defeating 
John McEnroe 1-6, 7-5, 6-3, 6-7, 8-6. 

1992 — Andre Agassi beats Goran 
Ivanisevic 6-7 (8-10), 6-4, 6-4, 1-6, 6-4 in 
the Wimbledon men’s final to win his 
first Grand Slam title. 


Tuesday’s transactions 

BASEBALL 
American League 

BALTIMORE ORIOLES - Named John 
Vidalin chief operating officer for busi¬ 
ness operations. Recalled RHP Yefry 
Ramfrez from Norfolk (IL). Placed INF 
Steve Wilkerson on the 10-day DL, retro¬ 
active to July 2. Placed OF Colby Rasmus 
on the restricted list. 

CLEVELAND INDIANS - Recalled OF 
Greg Allen from Columbus (IL). Placed 
OF Lonnie Chisenhall on the 10-day DL. 
Signed C Noah Naylor and RHP Ethan 
Hankins. 

HOUSTON ASTROS - Activated RHP 
Joe Smith from the 10-day DL. Selected 
the contract of C Tim Federowicz from 
Fresno (PCL). Placed C Brian McCann on 
the 10-day DL, retroactive to July 1. 

KANSAS CITY ROYALS - Agreed to 
terms with RHP Brady Singer. 

LOS ANGELES ANGELS - Reinstated 
RHP-OF Shohei Ohtani from the 10-day 
DL. Recalled RHP Miguel Almonte from 
Salt Lake (PCL). Optioned RHPs Deck Mc¬ 
Guire and Eduardo Paredes to Salt Lake 
(PCL). Signed RHPs Gabriel Hernandez, 
Luis Nunez and Daniel Rojas; CF Darwin 
Moreno; SS Jean Puntiel and LHP Roelis 
Taveras to minor league contracts. 

MINNESOTA TWINS - Recalled LHP 
Gabriel Moya from Rochester (IL). Op¬ 
tioned RHP Zack Littell to Rochester. 

NEW YORK YANKEES - Optioned RHP 
Jonathan Loaisiga to Scranton/Wilkes- 
Barre (IL). Reinstated RHP A.J. Cole from 
the 10-day DL. 

OAKLAND ATHLETICS - Reinstated 3B 
Matt Chapman from the 10-day DL. Op¬ 
tioned INF Franklin Barreto to Nashville 
(PCL). 

TEXAS RANGERS - Activated IB Ron¬ 
ald Guzman from the seven-day concus¬ 
sion list. Optioned RHP Chris Martin to 
Round Rock (PCL). Signed RHPs Renton 
Poole and Wyatt Sparks, LHP Grant Wol¬ 
fram, and INFs Jax Biggers and Shea Pat¬ 
terson to minor league contracts. 

TORONTO BLUE JAYS - Signed RHPs 
Josh Hiatt and Andy McGuire and C Brett 
Wright to minor league contracts. 

National League 

ATLANTA BRAVES - Reinstated RHP 
Arodys Vizcaino from the 10-day DL. 

COLORADO ROCKIES - Recalled RHP 
Antonio Senzatela from Albuquerque 
(PCL). Placed RHP Chad Bettis on the 10- 
day DL. 

PHILADLEPHIA PHILLIES - Agreed to 
terms with RHPs Starlyn Castillo, Eiber- 
son Castellano, Wilson Gherbaz, Jona¬ 
than Rivas and Luis Vegas; LHPs Joal- 
bert Angulo and Neyker Ibarra; Cs Victor 
Diaz, Andrick Nava and Javier Vinal; OFs 
Jeury Corona and Reiberth Gil; 2B Alexeis 
Azuaje and SS Kervin Pichardo to minor- 
league contracts. 

PITTSBURGH PIRATES - Recalled RHP 
Dovydas Neverauskas from Indianapolis 
(IL). Optioned RHP Tanner Anderson to 
Indianapolis. Signed RHP Michael Bur- 

BASKETBALL 

National Basketball Association 

CHICAGO BULLS - Signed C Wendell 
Carter Jr. and F Chandler Hutchison. 

DENVER NUGGETS - Agreed to terms 
with F Michael Porter Jr. on a multiyear 
contract. 

GOLDEN STATE WARRIORS - Signed 
C DeMarcus Cousins to a one-year con¬ 
tract. 

NEW YORK KNICKS - Signed F Isaiah 
Hicks and G Allonzo Trier. 

ORLANDO MAGIC - Signed C Mo Bam- 
ba. 

FOOTBALL 

National Football League 

NFL — Suspended Green Bay RB Aaron 
Jones, San Francisco LB Reuben Foster 
and Los Angeles Rams G Jamon Brown 
for the first two games and New England 
Patriots WR Julian Edelman four games 
of the 2018 regular season for violating 
the NFL Policy and Program for Sub¬ 
stances of Abuse. 

HOCKEY 

National Hockey League 

ARIZONA COYOTES - Named Ahron 
Cohen president and chief executive of¬ 
ficer. Signed C Brad Richardson to a two- 
year contract and D Dakota Mermis to a 
one-year contract. 

BOSTON BRUINS - Re-signed F Sean 
Kuraly to a three-year contract. Signed F 
Anton Bildh to a two-way contract. 

DALLAS STARS - Named Bob Jones 
assistant coach of Texas (AHL). Signed 
LW Remi Elie to a one-year contract. 

LOS ANGELES KINGS - Signed D Sean 
Walker to a two-year entry-level con¬ 
tract. 

NASHVILLE PREDATORS - Signed F 
Colin Blackwell to a two-year, two-way 
contract. 

TORONTO MAPLER LEAFS - Traded F 
Matt Martin to the New York Islanders 
for G Eamon McAdam. 

WASHINGTON CAPITALS - Re-signed 
F Riley Barber to a one-year contract. 

SOCCER 

Major League Soccer 

FC DALLAS — Announced the transfer 
of M Mauro Diaz to Shabab Al-Ahli Dubai 
FC (UAE Arabian Gulf League). 

TENNIS 

TENNIS INTEGRITY UNIT - Announced 
Egyptian player Karim Hossam was 
banned for life and fined $15,000 after 
being convicted of multiple match-fixing 
offenses. 

COLLEGE 

SAINT ANSELM - Named Cody Cruzen 
defensive backs coach, James Willette 
tight ends coach and John Scargle assis¬ 
tant special teams and assistant defen¬ 
sive backs coach. 

YALE — Named Danielle Brown wom¬ 
en’s assistant basketball coach. 
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Stephen Brashear/AP 

Mariners starter Wade LeBlanc delivers a pitch during the sixth inning of Tueday’s game against the Los Angeles Angels in Seattle. 


MLB _ 

Mariners 
win 8th 
straight 

Associated Press 

SEATTLE — Wade LeBlanc is a jour¬ 
neyman. His 10-year career has featured 
stops with seven different organizations 
and even one in Japan, where he thought 
he was finished. 

In the left-hander’s second stint with Se¬ 
attle, it appears he’s finally found a home. 

LeBlanc (4-0) allowed one run over 
seven innings after inking a contract ex¬ 
tension with the Mariners earlier in the 
day, and Seattle beat the Los Angeles An¬ 
gels 4-1 on Tuesday night for its eighth 
straight victory. 

The Angels’ Shohei Ohtani was activat¬ 
ed from the 10-day disabled list and went 
0-for-4 with two strikeouts in his return. 
He had been sidelined since June 8 with a 
Grade 2 ulnar collateral ligament sprain. 

“I think it was huge that I got all those at- 
bats in the simulated games,” Ohtani said 
through an interpreter. “It’s a different 
game up here in the big leagues. Maybe 
still not quite there yet, but just keep on 
working hard, come back tomorrow.” 

The Mariners announced they signed 
LeBlanc (4-0) to the extension before 
his start and the soft-tossing left-hander 
showed them they made a good decision. 
LeBlanc allowed three hits, struck out four 
and retired his final 11 batters. 

“It’s huge,” LeBlanc said. “It’s life¬ 
changing money, obviously, but for me, I’ve 

Roundup 

Red Sox 


Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Xander Bogaerts hit 
a three-run homer during a six-run fifth 
inning, J.D. Martinez and Eduardo Nunez 
also went deep, and the Boston Red Sox 
beat the Washington Nationals 11-4 on 
Tuesday. 

Martinez drove in four and leads the 
majors with 26 homers and 71 RBIs. Bos¬ 
ton has won 17 of its last 19 interleague 
games. 

Washington has lost four straight and 16 
of 21 to fall to 42-42, its first time at .500 
since it was 17-17. 

Red Sox starter Brian Johnson allowed 
two runs in 4% innings. Brandon Work¬ 
man (1-0) pitched a perfect seventh. 

Nationals starter Tanner Roark (3-10) 
allowed a career-high nine runs in seven 
innings and is 1-8 with a 5.19 ERA in 12 
appearances (11 starts) since May 5. 

Yankees 8, Braves 5: Giancarlo Stan¬ 
ton, Aaron Hicks and Kyle Higashioka 
each homered and host New York went 
ahead early and hung on to beat Atlanta. 

Dodgers 8, Pirates 3: Clayton Kershaw 
(2-4) earned his first win in 2 x h months, 
five of his teammates homered — includ¬ 
ing Max Muncy with a pair — and host Los 
Angeles beat Pittsburgh. 

Diamondbacks 4, Cardinals 2: Paul 
Goldschmidt hit a three-run homer, Zack 


never been the kind of guy to know where 
my family and I are going to be the next 
year this early.” 

LeBlanc’s contract reportedly extends 
him through the 2019 season, with a base 
salary of $2.75 million and incentives that 
could raise that to $4.75 next season, and 
contains club options valued at $5 million 
with a $450,000 buyout the three following 


Greinke (9-5) pitched effectively into the 
seventh inning and host Arizona ended a 
four-game losing streak. 

Indians 6, Royals 4: Yan Gomes hit a 
sixth-inning grand slam as visiting Cleve¬ 
land rallied to beat Kansas City. 

Phillies 3, Orioles 2: Zach Eflin (7-2) 
pitched seven strong innings for his sixth 
straight victory and Andrew Knapp had 


seasons. 

It rewards LeBlanc after he’s provided 
an unexpected source of stability to the 
Mariners’ rotation. Seattle is 9-3 in games 
he’s started and he boasts a 2.90 ERA since 
moving to the rotation on May 3. 

“It’s good to feel wanted,” Mariners man¬ 
ager Scott Servais said. “I know Wade’s 
been everywhere in his career, but we’re 


Alex Brandon/AP 


the winning hit for host Philadelphia. 

Cubs 5, Tigers 3: Anthony Rizzo drove 
in his second run of the game in the sev¬ 
enth inning to snap a tie, Kyle Schwarber 
followed with a solo homer in the eighth 
and host Chicago rebounded from an early 
three-run deficit to edge Detroit. 

Brewers 2, Twins O: Eric Thames hit 
a two-run homer and three pitchers com- 


definitely seeing the best of Wade LeBlanc 
right now. I’m looking forward to having 
him in the future. He’s done an unbeliev¬ 
able job for us. 

“The best part about these deals with 
a guy like that that’s bounced around, is 
that he’s earned it. And that’s really what 
makes you feel good and allows you to 
sleep at night.” 


bined on a two-hit shutout as host Milwau¬ 
kee beat Minnesota. 

Blue Jays 8, Mets 6: Lourdes Gurriel 
Jr. hit a tiebreaking two-run home run in 
the eighth inning and host Toronto rallied 
from a five-run deficit to beat New York. 

Rockies 8, Giants 1: Antonio Senzatela 
(3-1) pitched seven scoreless innings in his 
first start of the season, Nolan Arenado hit 
his NL-leading 22nd home run and host 
Colorado beat San Francisco. 

Astros 5, Rangers 3: Josh Reddick and 
Tony Kemp homered, Dallas Keuchel (5-8) 
worked seven solid innings to win for only 
the second time in his last nine starts and 
visiting Houston beat Texas. 

Athletics 6, Padres 2: Jed Lowrie hit a 
bases-loaded, bases-clearing double in the 
decisive sixth, Mark Canha added a solo 
homer that inning, and host Oakland ral¬ 
lied to beat San Diego. 

White Sox 12, Reds 8: Daniel Palka 
and Avisail Garcia each homered twice, 
and Yoan Moncada tripled with the bases 
loaded in the 12th inning as visiting Chi¬ 
cago pulled off its biggest comeback of the 
season. 

Rays 9, Marlins 6 (16): Jake Bauers 
hit a tiebreaking two-out, two-run double 
in the 16th, ending his team’s 13-inning 
scoreless streak and lifting visiting Tampa 
Bay over Miami. 


rough up Roark, sink Nationals to .500 



Boston Red Sox second baseman Eduardo Nunez, left, waits for the ball to make the 
tag on the Nationals’ Michael Taylor, who was out at second base on the steal attempt, 
during the second inning of Tuesday’s game in Washington. The Red Sox won 11-4. 
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MLB SCOREBOARD 


American League 

East Division 

W L Pet GB 

Boston 58 29 .667 - 

New York 55 28 .663 1 

Tampa Bay 43 42 .506 14 

Toronto 40 45 .471 17 

Baltimore 24 60 .286 32'/ 2 

Central Division 

Cleveland 47 37 .560 - 

Detroit 38 49 .437 lO'/z 

Minnesota 35 47 .427 11 

Chicago 30 55 .353 17'/ 2 

Kansas City 25 60 .294 22'/ 2 

West Division 

Houston 56 31 .644 - 

Seattle 55 31 .640 '/ 2 

Oakland 47 39 .547 8'/ 2 

Los Angeles 43 43 .500 12'/ 2 

Texas 38 48 .442 17'/ 2 

National League 

East Division 

W L Pet GB 

Atlanta 49 35 .583 - 

Philadelphia 46 37 .554 2'/ 2 

Washington 42 42 .500 7 

New York 33 49 .402 15 

Miami 35 52 .402 15'/ 2 

Central Division 

Milwaukee 50 35 .588 - 

Chicago 48 35 .578 1 

St. Louis 43 41 .512 6'/ 2 

Pittsburgh 40 45 .471 10 

Cincinnati 37 49 .430 13'/ 2 

West Division 

Arizona 48 38 .558 — 

Los Angeles 46 39 .541 1V4 

San Francisco 45 42 .517 3'/ 2 

Colorado 43 43 .500 5 

San Diego 37 50 .425 HVi 

Tuesday’s games 
Houston 5, Texas 3 
Cleveland 6, Kansas City 4 
Seattle 4, L.A. Angels 1 
Chicago Cubs 5, Detroit 3 
Milwaukee 2, Minnesota 0 
Boston 11, Washington 4 
N.Y. Yankees 8, Atlanta 5 
Philadelphia 3, Baltimore 2 
Toronto 8, N.Y. Mets 6 
Chicago White Sox 12, Cincinnati 8, 12 
innings 

Tampa Bay 9, Miami 6,16 innings 
Colorado 8, San Francisco 1 
Oakland 6, San Diego 2 
Arizona 4, St. Louis 2 

L.A. Dodgers 8, Pittsburgh 3 
Wednesday's games 
L.A. Angels at Seattle 
Houston at Texas 
Cleveland at Kansas City 
Boston at Washington 
Atlanta at N.Y. Yankees 
Tampa Bay at Miami 
Detroit at Chicago Cubs 
Baltimore at Philadelphia 
San Diego at Oakland 
Minnesota at Milwaukee 
N.Y. Mets at Toronto 
Chicago White Sox at Cincinnati 
Pittsburgh at L.A. Dodgers 
San Francisco at Colorado 
St. Louis at Arizona 

Thursday’s games 
- 1 - 2-0) at 


Texas (Gallardo 2 


4-6) 


Detroit (Boyd 


Stumpf L,l-3 

WilSOn 73 u u 

Saupold 12 1 

Chicago 

Hendricks 5 7 3 

Bass 100 

Wilson W,3-2 1 0 0 

Cishek H,10 1 0 0 

Strops,2-4 1 1 0 

T—2:57. A—38,424 (41,649). 


3 3 3 5 


Brewers 2, Twins 0 

Minnesota Milwaukee 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Mauerlb 4 0 0 0 B.MIIerss 3 0 10 

J.PIncoss 4 0 10 H.Perez If-rfl 0 0 0 

E.Rsrio If 3 0 10 Thames rf 3 12 2 

E.Escbr3b 2 0 0 0 Yelich If 0 0 0 0 

Kepler rf 3 0 0 0 Aguilar lb 3 0 0 0 

Astdllo2b 3 0 0 0 T.Shaw3b 4 0 10 

Moyap 0 0 0 0 Braun If 3 0 0 0 

Grssmanph 1 0 0 0 Haderp 0 0 0 0 

Cave cf 4 0 0 0 Sogard ph 10 0 0 
B.WIson c 3 0 0 0 Knebelp 0 0 0 0 

Mrrisonph 1 0 0 0 Villar 2b 3 0 0 0 

Odrizzi p 2 0 0 0 Kratz c 3 0 0 0 

Pressly p 0 0 0 0 Broxton cf 2 0 0 0 

B.Dzierph-2bl 0 0 0 Ju.Grrap 10 0 0 
Orfph-ss 110 0 
Totals 31 0 2 0 Totals 28 2 4 2 

Minnesota 000 000 000-0 

Milwaukee 000 020 00x-2 

E—B.Miller (6), E.Rosario (6). LOB- 
Minnesota 8, Milwaukee 6. 2B—J.Polanco 
(1), B.Miller (13). HR-Thames (12). SB- 
Orf(l). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Minnesota 

Odorizzi L,3-6 5 4 2 2 4 9 

Pressly 1 0 0 0 0 3 

Moya 2 0 0 0 0 4 


Boston 


Baltimore (Cashner 2-8) at Minnesota 
(Mejia 0-0) 

Chicago White Sox (Rodon 1-3) at 
Houston (Cole 9-2) 

L.A. Angels (Skaggs 6-5) at Seattle 
(Gonzales 8-5) 

Miami (TBD) at Washington (Hellick- 
son 2-1) 

Atlanta (Fried 1-2) at Milwaukee (Cha- 
cin 6-3) 

San Diego (Lucchesi 4-3) at Arizona 
(Miller 0-2) 

St. Louis (Weaver 4-7) at San Francisco 
(Rodriguez 3-1) 

Calendar 

July 6 — Last day to sign for amateur 
draft picks subject to deadline. 

July 17 — All-Star Game, Washington. 

July 29 — Hall of Fame inductions, 
Cooperstown, N.Y. 

Tuesday 

Cubs 5, Tigers 3 

Detroit Chicago 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Mahtooklf 4 13 0 Almoracf 4 111 

Cstllns rf 4 110 Heyward rf 4 2 2 1 
Cndlrio 3b 4 0 0 1 Zobrist2b 4 0 10 

Goodrum2b 4 0 11 Rizzo lb 4 0 12 

Adducilb 4 110 J.Baez3b 4 0 0 0 

J.Jones Cf 3 0 10 Schwrbr If 4 12 1 

l.McCnn c 4 0 11 Strop p 0 0 0 0 

J.lglSSSS 4 0 0 0 Cntrrasc 3 0 2 0 

M.FImerp 2 0 0 0 Russell ss 4 0 10 

V.Reyes ph 1 0 0 0 Hndrcks p 1 0 0 0 

Stumpf p 0 0 0 0 LStllaph 1110 
A.WIson p 0 0 0 0 Bass p 0 0 0 0 

Saupold p 0 0 0 0 Bote ph 0 0 0 0 

J.WIson p 0 0 0 0 

Cishek p 0 0 0 0 

I.Happ ph-lf 0 0 0 0 

Totals 34 3 8 3 Totals 33 511 5 

Detroit 200 100 000-3 

Chicago 000 030 llx-5 

E—Russell (10). DP-Chicago 2. LOB- 
Detroit 5, Chicago 8. 2B—Goodrum (15), 
Almora (17), Heyward (14), Russell (13), 
La Stella (3). HR-Schwarber (16). CS- 
Bote (2). 

IP H R ER BB SO 


Guerra W,5-5 5 2 0 0 3 8 

Hader H,14 3 0 0 0 1 2 

Knebel S.9-11 1 0 0 0 0 3 

WP-Guerra. T-2:55. A-32,375 

(41,900). 

Rays 9, Marlins 6 (16) 

Tampa Bay Miami 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Krmaiercf 8 110 S.Cstro2b 7 12 0 
M.Duffy 3b 6 2 2 0 Bri.And rf 5 0 11 

Bauers lb 8 12 2 E.Hrnnd p 0 0 0 0 

W.Ramosc 6 2 2 2 Rivera ph 10 0 0 

Wendlelf 5 0 10 Conley p 0 0 0 0 

Roep 0 0 0 0 Holadayc 10 0 1 

Romop 1 0 0 0 Ralmutoc-lb7 0 12 

Stanekp 0 0 0 0 Bourlb 6 13 0 

Nunop 2 0 2 1 Graves p 10 0 0 

Eovaldi pr 0 10 0 Strailyph 0 0 0 0 

Sucre p 0 0 0 0 Maybin If-rf 8 0 10 

Alvrado p 0 0 0 0 Rojas 3b 5 0 2 0 

Dan.Rbr2b 5 13 2 Riddle SS 7 110 

Hchvrrass 8 13 1 Brinson cf 6 110 

M.Smith rf 2 0 2 1 T.Rchrd p 10 12 

Field rf-lf 5 0 10 Shuck ph 0 10 0 

Yrbrugh p 1 0 0 0 Gerrero p 0 0 0 0 

Cron ph 1 0 0 0 P.Lopez ph 10 0 0 

Pruitt p 0 0 0 0 Stcknrd p 0 0 0 0 

Adames ph 10 10 Ziegler p 0 0 0 0 
H.Woodp 0 0 0 0 Brrclghp 0 0 0 0 

Gomez ph-rf 3 0 0 0 Detricn ph-lf 3 12 0 

Totals 62 920 9 Totals 59 615 6 

Tampa Bay 220 000 000 000 000 5-9 

Miami 020 020 000 000 000 2-6 

E—Brinson (7), Bauers (2). DP—Tampa 
Bay 1, Miami 4. LOB—Tampa Bay 13, Mi¬ 
ami 14. 2B—Bauers (8), Dan.Robertson 2 
(12), Hechavarria (5), Realmuto (20), Rid¬ 
dle (5). HR—W.Ramos (12). SB-Kiermaier 
(5). CS—Dan.Robertson (1). SF—Holaday 
(1), Realmuto (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Tampa Bay 

Yarbrough 3 4 2 2 1 3 

Pruitt 2 5 2 2 1 0 

Wood 3 0 0 0 1 0 

Roe 1 0 0 0 1 1 

Romo 2 2 0 0 0 2 

Stanek 2 0 0 0 0 3 

Nuno W,3-0 2 1 0 0 1 3 

Sucre Vs 3 2 2 0 0 

Alvarado S,3-5 Vs 0 0 0 1 0 

Miami 

Richards 5 9 4 4 0 5 

Guerrero 1 2 0 0 0 1 

Steckenrider 1 1 0 0 0 2 

Ziegler 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Barraclough 1 2 0 0 1 3 

Hernandez 2 0 0 0 1 1 

Conley 1 0 0 0 0 2 

Graves L,0-1 4 6 5 5 3 1 

HBP—by Richards (Duffy), by Roe (Di¬ 
etrich), by Graves (Robertson), by Graves 
(Gomez). WP-Pruitt. T-5:31. A-6,259 
(36,742). 

Blue Jays 8, Mets 6 

New York Toronto 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Nimmocf 4 110 Grndrsndh 4 12 1 

J.Btsta rf 2 110 T.Hrnnd If 3 110 

Cabrera 2b 2 112 Solarte3b 4 113 

Jo.Ryes pr 0 0 0 0 Smoak lb 3 0 0 0 

Cnfortolf 5 0 11 Pillar cf 4 0 0 0 

Flores dh 4 111 R.Mrtinc 3 10 0 

T.Frzer3b 4 0 0 0 Grichukrf 3 2 10 

Do.Smth lb 4 12 0 Grrl Jr ss 4 113 

Msoracoc 3 112 D.Trvis2b 2 110 

Plwecki c 10 0 0 

A.Rsrio SS 4 0 0 0 

Totals 33 6 8 6 Totals 30 8 7 7 

New York 220 100 100-6 

Toronto 000 010 52x—8 

E—J.Bautista (3). DP-Toronto 1. LOB- 
New York 7, Toronto 5. 2B—Nimmo (10), 
Conforto (10), Do.Smith 2 (5), Grander- 
son 2 (13). HR-Cabrera (15), Flores (7), 
Mesoraco (8), Solarte (16), Gurriel Jr. (4). 
CS—Nimmo (3). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

New York 

Wheeler SVs 3 2 2 3 5 

Swarzak Vs 1 3 3 2 0 

Gsellman BS,6 Vs 1 110 0 

Peterson L,l-l 1 2 2 2 0 0 

Toronto 

Estrada Vs 1 2 2 11 

Petricka 2% 2 2 2 1 1 

Guilmet lVs 2 1111 

Mayza Ml 0 0 11 

Biagini Vs 0 112 1 

Loup Vs 1 0 0 0 1 

Axford W,2-l 1%1 0 0 13 

Clippard S.6-10 Vs 0 0 0 0 0 

HBP—by Wheeler (Travis), by Peter¬ 
son (Grichuk). WP-Swarzak. T-3:13. 
A—24,010 (53,506). 

Red Sox 11, Nationals 4 


Washington 

■ h bi ab r hbi 

Betts Cf 4 110 T.Trnerss 5 0 2 0 

Bnntndi If 5 2 10 J.Soto If 5 0 10 

J.Mrtin rf 5 2 2 4 Rendon 3b 5 0 10 

Mreland lb 1110 Harper rf 3 110 
Pearce lb 4 12 1 Difo 2b 10 0 0 

Bgaertsss 3 12 3 D.Mrphy2b 4 0 0 0 

Devers3b 3 10 0 Collins p 0 0 0 0 

Nunez 2b 4 12 3 Grace p 0 0 0 0 

Leone 3 0 0 0 Mar.Ryn lb 4 12 1 

B.Jhnsn p 2 110 M.Tylorcf 4 0 2 0 
Hembree p 1 0 0 0 P.Svrnoc 3 111 

Workman p 0 0 0 0 Roark p 3 0 11 

Swihartph 1 0 0 0 Goodwin rf 1111 
W.Cevas p 0 0 0 0 

Totals 361112 11 Totals 38 412 4 
Boston 030 060 002-11 

Washington 000 201 001- 4 

DP—Washington 3. LOB—Boston 3, 
Washington 9. 2B—Pearce (8), Nunez 
(14), Harper (14). HR-J.Martinez (26), 
Bogaerts (13), Nunez (6), P.Severino (1), 
Goodwin (3). CS—M.Taylor (5). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Boston 

Johnson 4% 8 2222 

Hembree lVs 2 110 4 

Workman W,l-0 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Cuevas 2 21100 

Washington 

Roark L3-10 7 10 9 9 2 4 

Collins 1 1 0 0 2 1 

Grace 1 12 2 10 

WP-Roark. T—2:55. A-42,531 

(41,313). 

Yankees 8, Braves 5 

Atlanta New York 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Incarte cf 4 12 2 Gardner If 4 110 

Albies 2b 5 12 1 Judge dh 4 2 2 0 

F. Frman lb 5 110 Stanton rf 5 2 2 2 

Mrkakis rf 4 12 2 A.Hicks Cf 3 2 12 

Suzuki dh 5 0 10 Grgriusss 4 0 0 0 

Acuna If 4 0 10 Andujar3b 3 0 10 

Flowers c 4 0 0 0 Drury lb 3 0 0 1 

Camargo3b 3 110 G.Trres2b 0 0 0 0 
Swanson SS 4 0 10 Hgshokac 3 112 

N.WIker2b-lb3 0 0 0 
Totals 38 511 5 Totals 32 8 8 7 

Atlanta 000 030 200-5 

New York 212 100 02x-8 

LOB—Atlanta 9, New York 8. 2B-Gard- 
ner (12), Andujar (24). HR-Inciarte (6), 
Albies (18), Markakis (10), Stanton (20), 

A. Hicks (15), Higashioka (2). SB—Inciarte 
(22), Judge 2 (6). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Atlanta 

Newcomb L,8-3 2% 3 5 5 5 2 

Jackson 3 41115 

Phillips 2V4 1 2 2 2 1 

New York 

German 4Vi 6 3 3 3 6 

Cole W,3-1 1% 1 0 0 0 4 

Warren H,2 lVs 4 2 2 0 1 

Shreve H,3 Vs 0 0 0 0 1 

Chapman S,24-25 1 0 0 0 0 2 

WP-Jackson 2. T-3:46. A-45,448 
(47,309). 

Rockies 8, Giants 1 

San Francisco Colorado 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Hanson If 4 0 2 1 LMahieu2b 4 2 11 

Posey c 3 0 0 0 Blckmon cf 5 2 3 2 

P.Jhnsn p 0 0 0 0 Arenado 3b 4 2 2 3 

Slater ph 1 0 0 0 C.Gnzal rf 4 110 

Gearrin p 0 0 0 0 Story SS 4 0 2 1 

Belt lb 4 0 2 0 Parra If 3 0 11 

B. Crwfrss 4 0 10 Desmond lb4 12 0 

Sndoval 3b 4 0 0 0 Wolters c 4 0 0 0 

Pence rf 3 0 0 0 Snztela p 3 0 0 0 

Panik2b 4 0 0 0 Dunn p 0 0 0 0 

G. Hrnancf 2 0 0 0 McGee p 0 0 0 0 

A.Jcksncf 1110 Tapia pn 10 0 0 

Strtton p 2 0 0 0 Msgrave p 0 0 0 0 

Hundley c 0 0 0 0 

Totals 32 1 6 1 Totals 36 812 8 

San Francisco 000 000 010—1 

Colorado 201 032 00x-8 

E—P.Johnson (1). DP—Colorado 1. 
LOB—San Francisco 6, Colorado 6. 2B— 
LeMahieu (17), Desmond (10). 3B—Story 
(5). HR—Blackmon (15), Arenado (22). 
CS—Desmond (3). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

San Francisco 

Stratton L,8-6 SVs 11 8 8 13 

Johnson Ml 0 0 12 

Gearrin 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Colorado 

Senzatela W,3-l 7 3 0 0 0 4 

Dunn Vi 2 1110 

McGee Vs 0 0 0 0 0 

Musgrave 1 10 0 10 

T—2:51. A—48,072 (50,398). 

Mariners 4, Angels 1 

Los Angeles Seattle 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Fltcher3b 4 0 10 D.Grdon2b 4 0 10 
Trout cf 3 0 0 0 Segura ss 4 110 

Upton If 4 0 0 0 Haniger rf 3 10 0 

Pujols lb 3 0 0 0 Cruz dh 3 2 11 

Simmons ss 4 111 Seager3b 4 0 2 2 
Ohtani dh 4 0 0 0 HeaTy lb 4 0 0 0 

Kinsler2b 3 0 0 0 Span If 4 0 10 

Mldnadoc 3 0 10 - - - 

'oung rf 0 0 0 0 

T.CIhunrf 3 0 10 

Totals 31 1 4 1 Totals 32 4 6 3 

Los Angeles 000 100 000-1 

Seattle 300 000 01x-4 

E—Kinsler (3). LOB-Los Angeles 5, Se¬ 
attle 6. 2B—Maldonado (13), K.Calhoun 
(4), Segura (24), Seager (22). HR-Sim- 
mons (6), Cruz (22). SB-D.Gordon (22). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Los Angeles 

Heaney L,4-6 7 5 3 3 2 10 

Ramirez 1 1110 1 

Seattle 

LeBlanc W,4-0 7 3 1 1 1 4 

ColomeH.ll 1 10 0 10 

Diaz S,33-36 1 0 0 0 0 1 

WP-Heaney. T-2:27. A-38,624 

(47,943). 

White Sox 12, Reds 8 (12) 


Chicago Cincinnati 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Moncada2b 6 13 3 Perazass 5 12 0 

Y.Sanch 3b 6 0 11 Gennett2b 6 112 

A. Grcia rf 6 3 3 2 Votto lb 4 10 0 

Palkalf 6 2 2 3 Suarez 3b 4 2 12 

K. Smith c 6 2 2 0 Winker rf 3 12 0 

Sntiago p 1 0 0 0 D.Hrnnd p 0 0 0 0 

Ti.Andrss 6 2 2 0 R.lglss p 0 0 0 0 

Dvidson lb 4 111 Blndinoph 10 0 0 
Engel Cf 5 10 1 Floro p 0 0 0 0 

Giolitop 2 0 0 0 Crckettp 0 0 0 0 

Tilson ph 1 0 0 0 Dixon rf 10 0 0 

Cedeno p 0 0 0 0 Duvall If 6 113 

B. Rndon p 0 0 0 0 Casali c 4 0 10 

L. Grcia ph 10 11 Brnhart ph-c 2 0 0 0 

J.Fry p 0 0 0 0 DScIfni p 3 0 10 

Soria p 0 0 0 0 Lrenzen p 0 0 0 0 

J.Abreu ph 1 0 0 0 Garrett p 0 0 0 0 

Narvaez c 1 0 0 0 Schbler ph-rf 2 0 0 0 

Stphens p 0 0 0 0 

Hmilton cf 5 110 
Totals 521215 12 Totals 46 810 7 
Chicago 000 204 011 004-12 

Cincinnati 400 030 010 000- 8 

E—Peraza (9), Gennett (7), Suarez 2 
(11), Y.Sanchez (9). DP-Cincinnati 2. 
LOB-Chicago 11, Cincinnati 8. 2B—Da¬ 
vidson (14), Winker (11). 3B—Moncada 
(4), Y.Sanchez (9), Peraza (3). HR- 
A.Garcia 2 (7), Palka 2 (9), Gennett (14), 
Suarez (17), Duvall (13). SB—Moncada 
(9), Ti.Anderson (18), Hamilton (16). S— 
Engel (5), Peraza (5). 

IP H R ER BB SO 


Giolito 

Cedeno 

Rondon 


7 7 3 3 
0 0 0 2 
0 0 11 


1 6 


Neverauskas 
Vazquez 
Los Angeles 
Kershaw W,2-4 
Garcia 
Chargois 


Phillies 3, Orioles 2 

Baltimore Philadelphia 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

T.Bckhm 3b 4 0 10 C.Hrnan2b 2 10 0 
A.Jones cf 4 0 0 0 Hoskins If 4 0 12 

M.Mchdo SS 3 110 O.Hrrra cf 4 0 0 0 

Trumborf 3 12 1 C.Sntnalb 4 0 10 

C.Davis lb 4 0 0 0 N.WIIms rf 2 10 0 

Mancinilf 4 0 0 0 Kingeryss 4 0 0 0 

Schoop2b 4 0 10 Knapp c 4 0 11 
Sisco C 4 0 10 Franco 3b 3 12 0 

Cobb p 2 0 10 Eflinp 10 0 0 

P.Fryp 0 0 0 0 Cozens ph 10 0 0 

Vlenciaph 1 0 0 0 Hunter p 0 0 0 0 

Msingerp 0 0 0 0 Dmnguezp 0 0 0 0 

J.Ptrsn pn 10 0 0 

Totals 34 2 7 1 Totals 29 3 5 3 

Baltimore 010 100 000-2 

Philadelphia 002 100 OOx-3 

E—C.Hernandez (6), N.Williams (2), 
T.Beckham (4). LOB—Baltimore 7, Phila¬ 
delphia 8.2B—M.Machado (17), Sisco (8), 
Hoskins (20), C.Santana (16). 3B—Knapp 
(2). HR-Trumbo (11). SB-M.Machado 
(6). S-Eflin (4). 


IP H R I 


3 SO 


DeSclafani SVs 6 5 5 1 5 

Lorenzen H,4 M3 110 1 

Garrett H,16 Vs 0 0 0 0 1 

Hernandez BS,3 1 2 1111 

Iglesias BS,3 1 1110 1 

Floro Ml 0 0 12 

Crockett 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Stephens L,2-l M 2 4 0 3 0 

Crockett pitched to 1 batter in the 11th 
T—4:36. A—22,742 (42,319). 

Dodgers 8, Pirates 3 

Pittsburgh Los Angeles 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Meadows cf 4 0 0 0 Pderson If 3 111 

F. Vazqzp 0 0 0 0 A.Brnesph-2bl 0 0 0 

Hrrison 2b 3 0 0 0 Muncy 2b 4 2 3 2 

Nvrskas p 0 0 0 0 Puig ph-rf 10 0 0 

S.Marte Cf 1 0 0 0 J.Trner3b 3 0 10 

G. PInco rf 4 0 0 0 Bllnger lb 3 0 0 0 

E.Diaz c 4 2 2 0 M.Kemp rf-lf 4 0 0 0 

Freese 3b 3 13 3 Grandal c 3 2 2 1 

J.Bell lb 3 0 0 0 C.Tylorss 4 2 3 2 

Dckrson If 3 0 0 0 K.Hrnancf 3 112 

Mercer ss 3 0 0 0 Kershaw p 2 0 0 0 

Nova p 2 0 0 0 Utley ph 10 0 0 

Moroff 2b 1 0 0 0 Y.Grciap 0 0 0 0 

Chrgoisp 0 0 0 0 

Frsytheph 10 0 0 

Goeddel p 0 0 0 0 

Totals 31 3 5 3 Totals 33 811 8 

Pittsburgh 010 100 100-3 

Los Angeles 201 203 OOx—8 

DP—Pittsburgh 1, Los Angeles 1. LOB— 
Pittsburgh 1, Los Angeles 6. 2B—E.Diaz 
2 (8), C.Taylor (19). 3B-Grandal (1), 
C.Taylor (8). HR—Freese (5), Pederson 
(13), Muncy 2 (20), Grandal (12), C.Taylor 
(10), K.Hernandez (15). CS-J.Turner (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 


7 7 2 3 
112 5 
0 0 0 2 


4 2 2 0 2 

1110 2 
0 0 0 0 2 

0 0 0 0 3 

Nova pitched to 2 batters in the 6th 
HBP—by Nova (Pederson). T-2:57. A- 
48,819 (56,000). 

Diamondbacks 4, Cardinals 2 

St. Louis Arizona 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

M.Crpnt lb 3 0 10 Jay rf 3 10 0 

Pham cf 4 0 0 0 Gldschm lb 4 1 2 3 

Mrtinezrf 4 0 10 Ja.Lamb3b 4 12 0 

Ozunalf 4 0 0 0 Pollock cf 2 0 0 0 

Y.Mlinac 4 110 D.Prlta If 4 0 11 

Gyorko 3b 3 110 K.Marte2b 3 0 0 0 

Munoz ss 4 0 11 Ahmed ss 3 110 

Wong 2b 2 0 11 Mathis c 3 0 0 0 

J.FIhrt p 2 0 0 0 Greinkep 2 0 0 0 

G.Grcia ph 1010 DLRsap 0000 
Tvilalap 0 0 0 0 Hirano p 0 0 0 0 

Gomberp 0 0 0 0 Dscalso ph 10 0 0 

O’Neill ph 1 0 0 0 Bradley p 0 0 0 0 

Bxbrger p 0 0 0 0 

Totals 32 2 7 2 Totals 29 4 6 4 
St. Louis 020 000 000-2 

Arizona 100 030 OOx—4 

DP—St. Louis 1, Arizona 1. LOB—St. Lou¬ 
is 7, Arizona 4. 2B—Gyorko (9), Ja.Lamb 
(7), Ahmed (16). HR-Goldschmidt (19). 
SB-Jay (4). SF-Wong (2). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

St. Louis 

Flaherty L,3-4 6 4 4 4 1 7 

Tuivailala Ml 0 0 0 1 

Gomber Vs 1 0 0 10 

Arizona 

Greinke W,9-5 SVs 7 2 2 1 4 

De La Rosa 0 0 0 0 1 0 

Hirano H,19 Vs 0 0 0 0 0 

Bradley H,22 1 0 0 0 0 2 

Boxberger 5,20-24 1 0 0 0 1 2 

De La Rosa pitched to 1 batter in the 
7th HBP—by Flaherty (Jay). T-2:51. A- 
25,843 (48,519). 


Eflin W.7-2 7 5 2 2 0 6 

Hunter H,15 Vs 1 0 0 0 1 

Dominguez S,8-9 Ml 0 0 2 2 

HBP—by Cobb (Hernandez). WP— 
Dominguez 2. T-2:45. A-28,204 (43,647). 

Astros 5, Rangers 3 

Houston Texas 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Sprngercf-rf3 0 10 Choodh 3 12 1 
Bregman3b 5 12 0 Andrus ss 5 0 10 

Altuve2b 4 0 0 0 Mazararf 4 0 0 0 

Gurriel lb 4 111 Beltre3b 3 0 10 

Gattisdh 3 0 0 0 Odor 2b 4 0 0 1 

Reddick rf-lf 4 12 2 Rua If 3 0 0 0 

StassiC 0 0 0 0 Gallo ph-lf 0 0 0 0 

Fdrwicz c 3 110 R.Chrnsc 4 0 0 0 

M.Gnzal ss 4 0 10 Guzman lb 4 2 2 0 

T.Kemp If 2 112 DShelds cf 4 0 11 

Mrsnickcf 0 0 0 0 

Totals 32 5 9 5 Totals 34 3 7 3 

Houston 203 000 000-5 

Texas 001 010 010-3 

DP—Texas 2. LOB—Houston 7, Texas 
8. 2B—Gurriel (20), Reddick (9), Guzman 
(9), DeShields (10). HR-Reddick (7), 
T.Kemp (2). SB-Odor (5). CS-T.Kemp (2). 
S—Altuve (3). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Houston 

Keuchel W,5-8 7 5 2 2 1 7 

Devenski H,16 HI 112 1 

Sipp H,1 Vs 0 0 0 0 0 

Rondon S,6-8 Ml 0 0 12 

Texas 

Bibens-Dirkx L,l-2 6 9 5 5 2 4 

Barnette M 0 0 0 0 1 

Claudio % 0 0 0 1 1 

Chavez 1 00011 

HBP—by Bibens-Dirkx (Stassi), by 
Bibens-Dirkx (Springer). T-3:27. A- 
40,165 (49,115). 

Indians 6, Royals 4 

Cleveland Kansas City 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Lindorss 4 12 0 Mrrfeld2b 4 111 

Brntley If 5 110 R.Hrrracf 5 13 1 
J.Rmirz3b 5 0 11 S.Perezc 4 0 0 0 

Encrncodh 4 10 0 Dudadh 4 12 2 

Guyerrf 2 110 Bnfaciorf 3 0 10 
Naquin ph-rf 1 0 0 0 A.Grdon If 4 0 10 

Alonso lb 3 13 1 H.Dzier lb 4 0 10 

Gomes C 5 114 A.Escbr3b 4 0 10 
E.Gnzal 2b 4 0 10 Mondesi SS 4 1 2 0 

R.Davis Cf 3 0 10 

Totals 36 611 6 Totals 36 412 4 

Cleveland 200 004 000-6 

Kansas City 220 000 000-4 

E—K.McCarthy (2), E.Gonzalez (5). 
DP—Cleveland 1. LOB—Cleveland 10, 
Kansas City 8. 2B—R.Herrera (4), Duda 
(8), Bonifacio (1). HR—Gomes (10), Duda 
(6). SB-Mondesi (4). CS-R.Herrera (3). 
SF—Alonso (2). S—R.Davis (3). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Cleveland 

Bieber W,4-0 6 9 4 4 1 2 

Ramirez H,8 1 0 0 0 0 2 

Perez H,5 Vs 1 0 0 0 0 

Aliens,17-18 M 2 0 0 1 1 

Kansas City 

Duffy L,4-8 6 I 


2 3 


McCarthy . ..... 

Maurer 1 10 0 10 

Peralta 1 1 0 0 0 1 

Ne.Ramirez pitched to 1 batter in the 
8th HBP—by Duffy (Guyer), by Ramirez 
(Perez). WP-Duffy. T-2:58. A-19,005 
(37,903). 

Athletics 6, Padres 2 

San Diego Oakland 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Jnkwskirf 5 13 0 Semienss 3 110 
Margot cf 4 110 Pscotty rf 3 10 0 
Hosmerlb 4 0 0 1 Lowrie2b 3 12 3 

Myers If 4 0 11 K.Davisdh 4 0 11 

Vllneva3b 4 0 0 0 M.OIson lb 3 0 0 0 

Spngnbr2b 3 0 2 0 Canhacf 3 111 

PireTadh 3 0 0 0 M.Chpmn3b 3 0 0 0 

Galvisss 3 0 0 0 Lucroyc 3 0 10 

Hedges c 3 0 10 Pinderlf 2 2 2 1 

Asuajeph 10 10 

Totals 34 2 9 2 Totals 27 6 8 6 
San Diego 000 020 000-2 

Oakland 000 005 10x-6 

DP—San Diego 5, Oakland 1. LOB—San 
Diego 9, Oakland 2. 2B—Myers (6), Low- 
rie (25). HR-Canha (11), Pfnder (8). SB- 
Jankowski (13). CS—Margot (7). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

San Diego 

Richard L,7-8 6 6 5 5 5 2 

Cimber 1 1110 0 

Brewer 1 1 0 0 0 0 

Oakland 

Bassitt 4Vs 7 2 2 3 6 

Pagan W,2-0 Ml 0 0 0 1 

Buchter H,7 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Trivino 1 0 0 0 1 0 

Treinen 1 1 0 0 0 1 

WP-Bassitt. T—2:39. A-29,925 

(46,765). 
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Russia tries to shake off 
link to doping scandals 


It’s unfair to draw any conclusions 
different than that, but the problem is the 
system in Russia has let the athletes down 
and created a dark cloud that’s going to 
follow every performance those guys have. * 

Travis Tygart 

United States Anti-Doping Agency chief executive 


Russia goalkeeper Igor Akinfeev, right, celebrates Sunday after his 
team advanced to the World Cup quarterfinals by beating Spain. 
Akinfeev says Russia’s World Cup team has no connection to the 
Olympic team that was forced to compete under a neutral flag at the 
Winter Olympics in Pyeongchang, South Korea. 


By James Ellingworth 

Associated Press 

NOVOGORSK, Russia — A 
global event on Russian soil, and 
the home team can’t stop winning. 
Sports fans have seen this story 
before, and it had a bitter ending. 

Russia hopes its surprise World 
Cup success is finally bringing 
it out of the shadow of the Sochi 
Olympics, which were tainted 
by widespread doping and ac¬ 
cusations the government was 
complicit. 

Goalkeeper and captain Igor 
Akinfeev, the hero of Russia’s sur¬ 
prise win over Spain on Sunday, 
said Tuesday the football team 
is writing its own story, and has 
nothing to do with Russia’s trou¬ 
bled Olympic program. Russian 
athletes had to compete under a 
neutral flag at the Winter Olym¬ 
pics in February after years of 
doping scandals. 

“I don’t think football and the 
Olympics really come into con¬ 
tact with each other. Of course we 
all watched the Olympics and we 
were worried but that’s its own 
story,” he said. “The current na¬ 
tional (football) team wants to 
win and that’s the most important 
thing.” 

Akinfeev was speaking after 
training at Russia’s Novogrosk 
Olympic base outside Moscow, 
a vast complex which the team 
shares with numerous other 
sports. On the next field, mem¬ 
bers of Russia’s suspended track 
and field team trained, including 
triple jumper Ekaterina Koneva, 
who was once banned for hav¬ 
ing artificially high testosterone 
levels. 

Deputy Prime Minister Vitaly 
Mutko — who was Sports Minis¬ 


ter for the 2014 Sochi Olympics 
— is a frequent visitor to Russia’s 
World Cup training sessions and 
celebrated the Spain win in the 
team’s dressing room. He was 
banned from the Olympics for life 
in December after the Interna¬ 
tional Olympic Committee ruled 
his ministry didn’t do enough to 
stop organized doping. 

Russia has a history of doubts 
over its football players. 

“Let’s hope their performances 
are miraculous and they’re doing 
it the right way,” United States 
Anti-Doping Agency chief execu¬ 
tive Travis Tygart told The As¬ 
sociated Press on Monday. “It’s 
unfair to draw any conclusions 
different than that, but the prob¬ 
lem is the system in Russia has 
let the athletes down and created 
a dark cloud that’s going to follow 
every performance those guys 
have.” 

Documents released in 2016 
as part of a World Anti-Doping 
Agency investigation alleged of¬ 
ficials covered up suspicious test 
results by five national youth 
team football players at the same 
Novogorsk base where the World 
Cup team now trains. Elevated 
testosterone readings, cannabis 
and the banned substance ari- 


mistane were allegedly all detect¬ 
ed, but no action was taken. 

There’s no suggestion that Rus¬ 
sia’s football program used the 
elaborate Olympic sample-swap- 
ping that the World Anti-Doping 
agency dubbed the “disappearing 
positive methodology.” 

Instead of swapping dirty sam¬ 
ples for clean urine in the dead 
of night, emails and lab records 
provided by doping whistleblower 
Grigory Rodchenkov describe a 
looser, more informal system. 

WADA found that positive tests 
were referred to sports ministry 
officials who would decide wheth¬ 
er to “save” the player by cover¬ 
ing up the test. This allegedly 
happened for at least eight elite 
men’s players, including defender 
Ruslan Kambolov, who was on 
Russia’s preliminary World Cup 
squad but not the final 23-man 
list. The Russian government de¬ 
nies any role in doping. 

FIFA investigated Kambolov’s 
case this year and hasn’t given 
any update, though his lawyers 
said he was cleared. FIFA said it 
played no role in Russia’s decision 
to drop him from the squad. 

The lab records also suggest 
preparations were made in case 
players from the 2014 World Cup 


tested positive. A list of play¬ 
ers was drawn up, but there’s no 
evidence any of the players were 
aware of the alleged safety net. 

The last Russian player to be 
banned for doping on interna¬ 
tional duty was midfielder Yegor 
Titov, banned one year in 2004 
after testing positive for broman- 
tan. Defender Sergei Ignashevich, 
who’s played in all four of Rus¬ 
sia’s World Cup games, served 
a one-game ban in 2009 after 
testing positive in a club game 
for what UEFA said was a cold 
medication. 

Russia coach Stanislav Cher- 
chesov has refused to address the 
doping issue during the World 
Cup. 

The Russian team has displayed 
excellent stamina, something Al¬ 
exander Golovin typified that in 
extra time against Spain when he 
surged past Iago Aspas for a loose 
ball, even though he’d played the 
entire game and Aspas had just 
entered. 


Golovin led the game on total 
distance covered, most sprints 
and top speed. A team’s best 
sprinter is rarely also its best 
long-distance runner. 

Akinfeev was taken for drug 
testing after the game, disrupting 
his celebrations, and team per¬ 
sonnel said the squad had been 
visited by drug testers at its base 
earlier in the week. 

FIFA said it’s taken more than 
2,700 samples from players relat¬ 
ed to the World Cup since January 
— of whom not all made the final 
squads. FIFA has not said how 
often players were tested, only 
that each was tested at least once, 
or how many of those tests were 
out of competition. 

“In sports you want everyone to 
be willing to believe in the magic, 
but when you’re not willing to give 
concrete data, it’s hard,” Tygart 
said. “And you can assume they 
don’t give them in part because 
the data isn’t very good.” 


Act: Different players continue to step up for Brazil in each match 




FROM BACK PAGE 


Matthias Schrader/AP 

Brazil goalkeeper Alisson kisses the ball after making a save. 

Alisson has only had to to make five saves so far. 


Neymar again grabbed attention for his theatrics 
after he tangled up with Mexico’s Miguel Layun, 
who stepped on the Paris Saint-Germain star’s 
right ankle. Neymar writhed on the field in appar¬ 
ent agony before popping back up and finishing the 
match. 

Brazil goes on to face Belgium in the quarterfinals 
on Friday in Kazan. The Belgians are coming off a 
3-2 comeback win against Japan in Rostov-on-Don. 

Brazil was ranked second by FIFA upon arrival 
in Russia, but the team opened with a lackluster 1-1 
draw against Switzerland. Since then, Brazil hasn’t 
conceded a goal, winning three successive games 
2 - 0 . 

Neymar, who had been recovering in previous 
months from a broken foot, gave the world-class 
performance that everyone hoped for on Monday. 
He has two goals and an assist in the tournament, 
giving him six career World Cup goals. 

Other players have risen to the occasion, too. In 
the group stage, Philippe Coutinho had two goals 
and an assist and earned Man of the Match honors 
twice. Against Mexico, it was Willian who showed 
flashes of brilliance. 

Additionally, the defense has been steady through¬ 
out, anchored by captain Thiago Silva and goalkeep¬ 
er Alisson. The only other team remaining that has 


conceded just one goal is Uruguay. 

Brazil has allowed just five shots on target at this 
World Cup, fewest of any team. 

“It’s a huge joy to be doing an excellent Cup and 
to be growing with every game,” Silva said. “I hope 
that in the next game of quarterfinals, we can even 
be better prepared because with the victories the 
trust automatically grows.” 

Defender Miranda echoed that sentiment: “We’re 
growing in the tournament. We hope to continue 
this way. We need to grow even more.” 

Coach Tite has put an emphasis on balance since 
the South American qualifiers, and Brazil was the 
first team to earn its way to Russia. Brazil has yet to 
lose in eight matches this year. 

Of course, the ultimate goal is to erase some of the 
disappointment of the last World Cup, when Brazil 
was embarrassed on home soil by Germany in a 7-1 
semifinal loss. 

“People have asked us a lot about Germany. I don’t 
think we should worry about Germany and about 
what happened. Soccer is to play it, not to speak 
about it,” Silva said. “We no longer need to focus on 
Germany because we don’t have a way to change 
that story. We only need to think ahead now, game 
by game, and seize our opportunities.” 

Perhaps that approach will give Brazil a sixth star 
over its crest. 
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England breaks penalty curse to advance 

Pickford makes key save to top Colombia 


England goalkeeper Jordan Pickford saves a penalty during the round of 16 game against Colombia on 
Tuesday in Moscow. England advanced to the quarterfinals with a 4-3 edge in the shootout. 


By Rob Harris 

Associated. Press 

MOSCOW—After three haunt¬ 
ing failures, England finally won 
a penalty shootout at the World 
Cup. 

And it happened under a coach 
who for 22 years has taken the 
blame for a previous shootout loss 
at a major tournament. 

England advanced to the World 
Cup quarterfinals by beating Co¬ 
lombia 4-3 in a shootout following 
a 1-1 draw Tuesday, sending Ga¬ 
reth Southgate running onto the 
field to celebrate the end of the na¬ 
tional team’s years of misfortune. 

“It will never be off my back, 
sadly. That’s something that will 
live with me forever,” Southgate 
said of his 1996 shootout failure. 
“But today is a special moment 
for this team. I hope it will give 
belief to generations of players 
that follow, because they can see 
what is possible in life.” 

England will next play Swe¬ 
den on Saturday in Samara. The 
1966 champions have reached 
the World Cup quarterfinals for 
the first time since the David 
Beckham era, when a golden gen¬ 
eration exited in the last eight in 
2002 and 2006. 

“We have to see what is possible 
and not be hindered by history or 
the expectations,” Southgate said. 
“I think these young players are 
showing that.” 

Eric Dier scored the decisive 


kick after a scrappy game went 
through 30 minutes of extra time, 
denying Colombia a second con¬ 
secutive trip to the quarterfinals. 

“It was a nervous one,” Dier 
said. “I’ve never really been in a 
situation like that before.” 

Colombia had 23 fouls and six 
yellow cards while England had 
13 fouls and two yellows. 

Harry Kane scored his tourna¬ 
ment-leading sixth goal to give 
England the lead with a penalty 
kick in the 57th minute. Colombia 
scrambled for an equalizer and 
finally got it when Yerry Mina 
headed in a corner in the third 
minute of stoppage time. 

“To get knocked down at the 
end like we did at the end, it’s dif¬ 
ficult to come back from that,” 
Dier said. “But we were ready for 
that. We were calm. We stuck to 
our plan.” 

England trailed 3-2 in the pen¬ 
alty shootout after Jordan Hen¬ 
derson’s shot was saved by David 
Ospina, but Mateus Uribe hit the 
bar and England goalkeeper Jor¬ 
dan Pickford then stopped Carlos 
Bacca’s kick. 

“I did a whole bunch of re¬ 
search,” Pickford said. “Falcao 
is the only one who didn’t go his 
way. I don’t care if I’m not the big¬ 
gest keeper in the world. I have 
the power and agility.” 

Pickford succeeded where 
Peter Shilton, David Seaman and 
Paul Robinson failed as the 1990, 


1998 and 2006 World Cups ended 
in shootout losses. On top of that, 
England was knocked out of the 
1996 European Championship 
semifinals and the quarterfinals 
in 2004 and 2012 on penalties. 
The country’s only shootout suc¬ 
cess came earlier at Euro ‘96. 

Southgate’s penalty in the 1996 
shootout at Wembley against Ger¬ 
many was stopped, a failure he 


has lived with for 22 years. 

“Penalty shootouts are lot 
about mentality and obviously we 
know England in the past haven’t 
done great,” Kane said. “So, it’s 
nice to get that one off our back 
and we’ll have huge belief moving 
forward.” 

Scrappy: There was edginess 
from the start, with Colombia 
forward Juan Cuadrado and Eng¬ 


land defender Harry Maguire in¬ 
volved in a spat before Radamel 
Falcao barged into Kieran Trip- 
pier, sparking the England de¬ 
fender to retaliate. 

Colombia nearly lost Wilmar 
Barrios to a red card late in the 
first half. But after a video re¬ 
view, Barrios was given a yellow 
for knocking his head into the 
chest of Jordan Henderson. 



Matthias Schrader/AP 


Scoreboard 


Second round 

Saturday, June 30 

France 4, Argentina 3 
Uruguay 2, Portugal 1 

Sunday, July 1 

Russia 1, Spain 1, Russia wins 4-3 on 
penalty kicks 

Croatia 1, Denmark 1, Croatia wins 3-2 
on penalty kicks 

Monday, July 2 
Brazil 2, Mexico 0 
Belgium 3, Japan 2 

Tuesday, July 3 
Sweden 1, Switzerland 0 
England 1, Colombia 1, England wins 
4-3 on penalty kicks 


Quarterfinals 

Friday, July 6 

At Nizhny Novgorod, Russia 

Uruguay vs. France 

At Kazan, Russia 
Brazil vs. Belgium 

Saturday, July 7 
At Samara, Russia 
Sweden vs. England 

At Sochi, Russia 
Russia vs. Croatia 


Semifinals 

Tuesday, July 10 
At St. Petersburg, Russia 

France-Uruguay winner vs. Brazil-Bel- 
gium winner 

Wednesday, July 11 
At Moscow 

Sweden-England winner vs. Russia- 
Croatia winner 

THIRD PLACE 
Saturday, July 14 
At St. Petersburg, Russia 

Semifinal losers 


Championship 

Sunday, July 15 
At Moscow 

Semifinal winners 


Scoring leaders 

Six 

Flarry Kane, England 

Romelu Lukaku, Belgium 
Cristiano Ronaldo, Portugal 


Once a critic, Tite now defends Neymar 



Sergei Grits/AP 


Brazil’s Neymar, shown writhing on the field after a play, has 
frequently been criticized for his antics during his career. 


By Tales Azzoni 

Associated Press 

SOCHI, Russia — Once a critic 
of Neymar’s antics, Brazil coach 
Tite now defends the demeanor of 
his team’s star. 

“Winning or losing is part of 
the game,” Tite said in 2012 after 
coaching Corinthians in a match 
against Santos and Neymar. “But 
to pretend and try to take advan¬ 
tage, that’s not part of the game. 
That’s a bad example for a kid, for 
my son, for those who are going to 
watch this and think that it’s good 
to take advantage of others.” 

Neymar had been accused of 
faking an injury in the game, and 
video of Tite’s criticism was wide¬ 
ly viewed. 

Mexico coach Juan Carlos Oso¬ 
rio criticized Neymar — without 
mentioning his name — after the 
striker writhed in apparent agony 
after Miguel Layun stepped on an 
ankle, then quickly recovered as 
if no incident had occurred dur¬ 
ing the 2-0, round-of-16 win over 
El Tri. 

“We wasted a lot of time be¬ 
cause of one single player,” Oso¬ 
rio said. “I think this is a real 
shame for football, especially for 
kids who are watching because 
this has to be a sport of virility, of 
determination, a man’s sport, like 


other games, and not a charade.” 

Neymar was asked to respond 
to Osorio, but Tite intervened be¬ 
fore Neymar could start talking 
during the news conference. Tite 
said hierarchy must be respected 
in soccer. He said only coaches 
would answer to coaches, and 
players would respond only to 
players. 

Neymar was being defended 
by many in Brazil, especially be¬ 
cause he has been playing well 
and is helping the team succeed 


at the World Cup, but he contin¬ 
ued to be loudly criticized inter¬ 
nationally for his antics. 

The 26-year-old Paris Saint- 
Germain forward said some peo¬ 
ple were trying to gain attention 
by going after him. Others were 
attempting to undermine him, he 
said. 

“I don’t care much for criticism,” 
Neymar said after the Mexico 
match. “Not even for praise some¬ 
times, because that can affect a 


Live on AFN 


Quarterfinals 
Uruguay vs. France 

AFN-Sports2 
4 p.m. Friday CET 
11p.m. Friday JKT 

Quarterfinals 
Brazil vs. Belgium 

AFN-Sports2 
8 p.m. Friday CET 
3 a.m. Saturday JKT 

player’s mind. I only need to play 
football. I need to help my team¬ 
mates, help my team. That’s why 
I’m here. I came here to win.” 

Tite hadn’t been the first man¬ 
ager to criticize Neymar in Brazil. 

Rene Simoes, who coached 
many of Brazil’s clubs and led 
Brazil’s women’s national team to 
a silver medal in the 2004 Olym¬ 
pics, didn’t save words after a 
very young Neymar went crazy 
on the field for not being allowed 
to take a penalty kick for Santos 
in 2010, disrespecting teammates 
and his coach. 

“Something has to be done to 
educate this kid,” he said then. 
“We are creating a monster.” 
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Free agents: Stay home or ink short deals 



Rick Bowmer/AP 

Utah guard Dante Exum, center, will be staying put after agreeing to a three-year extension with the Jazz worth $33 million. 


By Tim Reynolds 

Associated Press 

F or those seeking the trend in NBA 
free agency this year, it’s this: 
Most players are either staying 
put, or taking short-term deals 
that allow them to hit the market again 
next summer. 

Such was largely the case Tuesday. 

Utah kept two of its free agents, agree¬ 
ing to extensions with Dante Exum (three 
years, $33 million) and Raul Neto (two 
years, $4.4 million). Avery Bradley, in a 
deal that was struck late Monday night, is 
also staying put — coming to terms with 
the Los Angeles Clippers on a two-year 
contract worth $25 million. 

Most of the other known deals that were 
made on Day 3 of free agency were all of 
the short-term variety. 

Tyreke Evans got $12 million to spend 
next season with the Indiana Pacers. Jeff 
Green agreed to terms on a $2.4 million, 
one-year deal with Washington — which 
is expected to seek another one-year pact 
with Dwight Howard later this month 
when he finalizes his Brooklyn buyout — 
and Michael Carter-Williams got a veter¬ 
an’s minimum deal to play in Houston next 
season. 

All the deals were confirmed to The As¬ 
sociated Press by people familiar with the 
negotiations, all of whom spoke on condi¬ 
tion of anonymity because the NBA offsea¬ 
son moratorium on signings does not end 
until Friday. 

The deals with Exum and Neto came one 
day after Utah agreed to keep Derrick Fa¬ 
vors on a two-year, $36 million deal. 

Evans will give Indiana’s offense a lift. 
He’s a proven scorer, someone who ex¬ 
panded his three-point ability last season 
when he averaged 19.4 points per game 
with Memphis. 

Green fills a big-man void, after the Wiz¬ 
ards traded away starting center Marcin 
Gortat — the hole that Howard conceiv¬ 
ably will fill — and losing backup power 
forward Mike Scott to free agency. Green, 
who turns 32 in August, spent last season 
with the Eastern Conference champion 
Cleveland Cavaliers. 

Carter-Williams gives Houston some 


guard depth behind MVP James Harden 
and Chris Paul, and Houston gives Cart¬ 
er-Williams yet another chance to restart 
what was a very promising career. He was 
the NBA’s rookie of the year for Philadel¬ 
phia in 2013-14 when he averaged 16.7 
points per game. But his scoring average 
has dropped each year since, and the Rock¬ 
ets will be his fifth team in six seasons. 


With LeBron James being a very obvi¬ 
ous exception — getting four years to leave 
Cleveland for the Los Angeles Lakers 
— most of the biggest signings so far have 
been players staying home. Those include 
Paul staying with Houston, Nikola Jokic 
with Denver, Paul George with Oklahoma 
City, Aaron Gordon with Orlando, Golden 
State’s Kevin Durant and Denver’s Will 


Barton. 

Outside of James, the biggest-money deal 
that involves someone filing a change-of- 
address card is Dallas’ $24.1 million agree¬ 
ment with DeAndre Jordan. But even that 
one falls into the short-term trend, since 
that’s just for next season. 

AP Sports Writer Howard Fendrich in London 
contributed. 


Caps make minimal changes 
to Stanley Cup-winning team 



Jacquelyn Martin/AP 


Naming Todd Reirden head coach is one of the few moves the 
Washington Capitals have had to make this offseason. 


By Stephen Whyno 

Associated Press 

ARLINGTON, Va. — Next sea¬ 
son’s defending champion Wash¬ 
ington Capitals will look a lot like 
the group that won the Stanley 
Cup last month. 

They re-signed defensemen 
John Carlson and Michal Kempny 
and forward Devante Smith-Pelly 
and have so far only lost fourth¬ 
line center Jay Beagle and back¬ 
up goaltender Philipp Grubauer 
from their title-winning roster. 

Yet the few changes could be 
substantial for the Capitals, most 
notably new coach Todd Reirden 
taking over for Barry Trotz with 
a roster that is so similar that the 
expectation will be another deep 
playoff run. 

“There’s going to be many 
things that stay the same, but 


there’s gonna be some things that 
I think I have to be cognizant of,” 
Reirden said as he was intro¬ 
duced Tuesday. “I want to create 
an environment where players 
are going to continue to be chal¬ 
lenged with new ideas and new 
ways to improve their games.” 

Based on the continuity of pro¬ 
moting a four-year assistant, gen¬ 
eral manager Brian MacLellan 
and Reirden expect this to be a 
“seamless transition.” Set aside 
the awkward circumstances of 
Trotz’s departure and the Capi¬ 
tals had been grooming Reirden 
for a head coaching job some¬ 
where in the NHL for some time 
now. 

Reirden was the finalist for 
Calgary’s job two years ago and 
in retrospect is glad that didn’t 
work out. His first NHL head 
coaching job happens to be as just 


the fourth coach in 30 years to as¬ 
sume control of a Cup champion. 

With the vast majority of the 
roster back, Alex Ovechkin 
coming off a playoff MVP per¬ 
formance and almost the entire 
defense he helped develop back to 
try to repeat, the pressure is on. 

“Todd’s at that point in his ca¬ 
reer where he’s earned a head 
coaching job,” MacLellan said. 
“He’s put in all the work. He’s got 
all the experience. It’s just a mat¬ 
ter of seeing him take control. I 
have all the faith in the world that 
he can accomplish it. He’s just 
ready to do it right now.” 

Beagle signed a four-year, $12 
million contract with the Canucks, 
and the Capitals traded Grubauer 
and defenseman Brooks Orpik 
to the Avalanche to clear the cap 
space they needed to ink Carlson 
to a $64 million, eight-year deal. 


Orpik could still return after 
Colorado bought him out and 
made him a free agent, which 
could mean 18 of 19 players who 
skated in the Cup-winning Game 
5 against Vegas are on the roster 
to begin next season. 

“It’s one of those offseasons 


where you’re not trying to make 
a change because you like what 
you have culturally,” MacLellan 
said. “This group really seems to 
like playing together and there’s 
a good chemistry there, so I think 
it was our decision to try to [keep] 
as much as we could.” 
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WIMBLEDON 


Scoreboard 


Wednesday 


;t Club 
London 

Purse: $44,763,652 (Grand Slam) 
Surface: Grass 
(Seedings in parentheses) 

Second Round 

Roger Federer (1), Switzerland, def. 
Lukas Lacko, Slovakia, 6-4,6-4, 6-1. 

Adrian Mannarino (22), France, def. 
Ryan Harrison, United States, 7-5, 7-5, 7- 
6(4). 

Daniil Medvedev, Russia, def. Guiller¬ 
mo Garcia-Lopez, Spain, 6-3, 6-4, 6-2. 

Sam Querrey (11), United States, def. 
Sergiy Stakhovsky, Ukraine, 7-6 (4), 6-3, 

Gael Monfils, France, def. Paolo Loren- 
zi, Italy, 3-6, 6-3, 7-6 (5), 7-6 (3). 

Dennis Novak, Austria, def. Lucas 
Pouille (17), France, 6-4, 6-2, 6-7 (8), 3-6, 


(4). 


Second Round 

Karolina Pliskova (7), Czech Republic, 
def. Victoria Azarenka, Belarus, 6-3, 6-3. 

Mihaela Buzarnescu (29), Romania, 
def. Katie Swan, Britain, 6-0,6-3. 

Kiki Bertens (20), Netherlands, def. 
Anna Blinkova, Russia, 6-4, 6-0. 

Venus Williams (9), United States, def. 
Alexandra Dulgheru, Romania, 4-6, 6-0, 

Yanina Wickmayer, Belgium, def. An¬ 
drea Petkovic, Germany, 6-4, 6-3. 

Donna Vekic, Croatia, def. Rebecca Pe¬ 
terson, Sweden, 7-5,6-4. 

Evgeniya Rodina, Russia, def. Sorana 
Cirstea, Romania, 1-6, 6-3, 6-3. 

Madison Keys (10), United States, def. 
Luksika Kumkhum, Thailand, 6-4, 6-3. 

Camila Giorgi, Italy, def. Madison 
Brengle, United States, 6-4, 6-4. 

Lucie Safarova, Czech Republic, def. 
Agnieszka Radwanska (32), Poland, 7-5, 
6-4. 

Men’s Doubles 
First Round 

Ken Skupski, Britain and Neal Skup- 
ski, Britain, def. Ilia Bozoljac, Serbia and 
Damir Dzumhur, Bosnia-Herzegovina, 6- 
3, 6-4, 6-4. 

Roman Jebavy, Czech Republic and 
Andres Molteni, Argentina, def. Maximil¬ 
ian Marterer, Germany and Matteo Ber- 
rettini, Italy, 6-4, 6-4, 3-6, 6-3. 

Mirza Basic, Bosnia-Herzegovina and 
Dusan Lajovic, Serbia, def. Fabrice Mar¬ 
tin, France and Purav Raja, India, 6-2, 6-4, 
6-7 (5), 4-6,11-9. 

Antonio Sancic, Croatia and Andrei 
Vasilevski, Belarus, def. Taro Daniel, Ja¬ 
pan and Yoshihito Nishioka, Japan, 6-3, 
6-4, 6-4. 

Robert Lindstedt, Sweden and Robin 
Haase, Netherlands, def. Rajeev Ram, 
United States and Ivan Dodig (10), Croa¬ 
tia, 7-6 (4), 7-5, 6-3. 

Liam Broady, Britain and Scott Clay¬ 
ton, Britain, def. Frances Tiafoe, United 
States and Jackson Withrow, United 
States, 7-5, 6-3, 7-5. 

Marcel Granollers, Spain and Pablo 
Cuevas (11), Uruguay, def. Andre Bege- 
mann, Germany and Yasutaka Uchiyama, 
Japan, 6-2, 6-4, 3-6, 7-6 (7). 

Jonathan Erlich, Israel and Marcin 
Matkowski, Poland, def. Jonathan Eys- 
seric, France and Hugo Nys, France, 7-6 
(5), 7-6 (4), 7-6 (8). 

Women’s Doubles 
First Round 

Anastassia Rodionova, Australia and 
Nadiia Kichenok, Ukraine, def. Samantha 
Stosur, Australia and Anastasia Pavly- 
uchenkova, Russia, 6-2, 6-4. 

Sachia Vickery, United States and 
Sofia Kenin, United States, def. Nicola 
Geuer, Germany and Viktorija Golubic, 
Switzerland, 6-4, 7-6 (1). 

Kveta Peschke, Czech Republic and 
Nicole Melichar (12), United States, def. 
Monica Puig, Puerto Rico and Anett Kon- 
taveit, Estonia, 6-4, 6-2. 

Ana Bogdan, Romania and Kaitlyn 
Christian, United States, def. Aliaksan- 
dra Sasnovich, Belarus and Ying-Ying 
Duan, China, 6-3, 6-4. 

Shuko Aoyama, Japan and Jennifer 
Brady, United States, def. Darija Jurak, 
Croatia and Qiang Wang, China, 6-2, 6-3. 



Ben Curtis/AP 


Venus Williams celebrates 
defeating Alexandra Dulgheru in 
the second round Wednesday at 
Wimbledon in London. 


Federer, Serena easily advance 


Associated Press 

LONDON—Roger Federer won 35 straight 
points on his own serve en route to beating 
Lukas Lacko of Slovakia 6-4, 6-4, 6-1 in the 
second round of Wimbledon. 

Federer didn’t drop a point on his serve in 
the entire second set and kept that streak going 
until he was up 30-0 at 4-1 in the third, when 
Lacko sent a backhand winner down the line. 

In total, the eight-time champion lost just 
nine of 61 points on his serve and broke Lacko 
five times, including with a forehand winner 
to close out the match. 

Serena Williams continued her return by 
moving into the third round with an emphatic 
6-1, 6-4 win over Viktoriya Tomova. 

The seven-time champion lost just five of 
32 points on her first serve as she took a little 
over an hour to triumph against her 135th- 
ranked opponent. 

Williams was unable to defend her 2016 
Wimbledon title last year because she was 
pregnant. 

Despite her ranking having fallen to 181, 
Williams is seeded 25th this year. 

The 36-year-old American next faces Ger¬ 
man Tatjana Maria or Kristina Mladenovic of 
France. 

Gael Monfils overcame Paolo Lorenzi 3- 
6, 6-3, 7-6 (5), 7-6 (3) to set up a third-round 
meeting with 2017 semifinalist Sam Querrey. 

After hitting just four winners in the open¬ 
ing set, the 44th-ranked Monfils improved to a 
total of 49 for the match and reached the third 


round at the All England Club for the seventh 
time in his career. 

The Frenchman has never been beyond 
that stage and to do so will have to defeat 11th- 
seeded Querrey. 

Querrey earlier eased past Ukrainian Ser¬ 
giy Stakhovsky 7-6 (4), 6-3, 6-3 to advance to 
the third round for a third successive year. 

Lucas Pouille became the latest seeded 
player to exit the men’s draw after a 6-4, 6- 
2, 6-7 (8), 3-6, 6-2 defeat to Austrian qualifier 
Dennis Novak. 

The 17th-seeded Pouille saved two match 
points in the third-set tiebreaker before even¬ 
tually forcing a fifth set, but Novak regrouped 
to reach the third round of a Grand Slam for 
the first time. 

In other women’s matches, five-time cham¬ 
pion Venus Williams once again dropped the 
opening set, and once again dominated the 
rest of the way to win. 

The No. 9 seed, at 38 the oldest woman in 
the draw, came back to beat 141st-ranked 
qualifier Alexandra Dulgheru of Romania 4- 
6, 6-0, 6-1 to reach the third round. 

Williams was broken in the first game and 
did not recover in the opening set, in which 
she made 12 unforced errors, twice as many 
as Dulgheru. Nine of those were errant 
forehands. 

But the American, the runner-up at Wim¬ 
bledon a year ago, then won seven games in a 
row. 

Karolina Pliskova advanced to the third 



Kirsty Wigglesworth/AP 


Roger Federer returns the ball to Lukas 
Lacko during their second-round match at 
Wimbledon on Wednesday. 

round of Wimbledon for the first time with a 
6-3, 6-3 victory over Victoria Azarenka. 

Seventh-seeded Pliskova didn’t face a break 
point as she cruised through a meeting of the 
two former No.l-ranked players on Centre 
Court. 

It was the sixth time in seven main draw ap¬ 
pearances at Wimbledon that 2016 U.S. Open 
runner-up Pliskova had advanced to the second 
round, but she previously failed to go further. 


Ex-champs Sharapova, Kvitova ousted 


By Howard Fendrich 

Associated Press 

LONDON — These are not the 
sorts of matches Maria Sharapo¬ 
va is supposed to lose, letting 
lead after lead slip away Tuesday 
against a qualifier ranked 132nd 
— and in the first round of Wim¬ 
bledon, no less. 

Then again, at this edition of 
The Championships, as they pre¬ 
fer to call the event around here, 
the initial 48 hours have provided 
more surprising exits than any¬ 
one’s accustomed to: A total of 
seven top-10 men’s and women’s 
seeds departed in the opening 
round, more than in any previ¬ 
ous year in the professional era’s 
half-century. 

That includes two-time cham¬ 
pion Petra Kvitova, who was sent 
home by Aliaksandra Sasnovich 
of Belarus 6-4, 4-6, 6-0 a few 
hours before 2004 titlist Sharapo¬ 
va folded against Vitalia Diatch- 
enko in a 6-7 (3), 7-6 (3), 6-4 loss 
she seemingly controlled time 
and again before dropping the 
last three games. 

“Sometimes,” Sharapova said, 
“you put yourself in a better, or 
winning, position, and you don’t 
finish.” 

A 15-month doping ban kept 
her out of the grass-court Grand 
Slam tournament in 2016, and an 
injury sidelined her a year ago. It 
looked as if it would be a pleasant, 
straightforward return when she 
went ahead by a set and a break 
at 5-2. 

Sharapova then served for 
the match at 5-3, but faltered. 
After being pushed to a third 
set, Sharapova went up a break 
at 2-1. That edge disappeared 



Kirsty Wigglesworth/AP 


Maria Sharapova returns a ball 
to Vitalia Diatchenko during their 
match Tuesday at Wimbledon in 
London. Sharapova was 13-0 in 
opening matches at Wimbledon 
until losing to Diatchenko 6-7 
(3), 7-6 (3), 6-4. 

right away. She went up another 
break at 4-3. That advantage, too, 
was given right back. Sharapo¬ 
va’s collapse eventually ended, 
perhaps fittingly, with her 11th 
double-fault. 

How unlikely was this result? 

Since losing the first two Grand 
Slam matches of her career as a 
teenager, Sharapova was 49- 
1 in openers at majors, 13-0 at 
Wimbledon. 

She’s a former No. 1, now seed¬ 
ed 24th, who owns five Grand 
Slam titles. 

And Diatchenko? 

Repeatedly sidetracked by in¬ 
juries of one sort or another — “I 


think I will write a book after I 
finish playing,” Diatchenko joked 
about her health history, even on 
a day she was visited by a trainer 
for groin and lower back issues 
— the 27-year-old Russian came 
in 0-2 at Wimbledon and 8-25 
overall in main-draw matches at 
all tour-level events. 

“Everybody,” Diatchenko said 
afterward, “expects me to lose 
the match.” 

But she didn’t, in part because 
Sharapova failed to win it. 

That continued the kind of 
topsy-turvy tournament it’s been 
so far, of a piece with the sunnier- 
than-normal weather. The tem¬ 
perature has been in the low 80s, 
there’s been nary a cloud, and 
some players have noticed the 
grass offering more unpredict¬ 
able bounces. 

There are other theories for 
what’s been causing these un¬ 
precedented results. On Tuesday, 
No. 8 Kvitova and No. 6 Caro¬ 
line Garcia lost, a day after No. 
4 Sloane Stephens, the reigning 
U.S. Open champion, and No. 5 
Elina Svitolina did. Also Tuesday, 
No. 7 Dominic Thiem, the French 
Open runner-up last month, quit 
because of a bad back while down 
two sets and a break, and No. 10 
David Goffin was beaten, a day 
after No. 6 Grigor Dimitrov lost. 

“I really believe it: Here on 
grass, you don’t know what to ex¬ 
pect,” said No. 1 Simona Halep, 
who joined fellow French Open 
champion Rafael Nadal and 
Novak Djokovic as a straight-set 
winner on Day 2. “Some players 
can play (their) best tennis. The 
top players can play a little bit 
less. You never know. ... Every 
match can go either way.” 


Kvitova spoke about being 
beset by nerves and the idea that 
the pressure to live up to expecta¬ 
tions at a Grand Slam tournament 
can be most burdensome early in 
a tournament. 

“I don’t think it’s just me,” she 
said. “I think it’s all of the seeded 
players.” 

She was able to smile and laugh 
through her news conference, 
though, saying that she feels as if 
her return from a knife attack at 
her home in the Czech Republic 
in December 2016 constitutes her 
“biggest” win. 

Sharapova, meanwhile, said 
that the quick switch from clay 
to grass can make things tough 
on some players. She’s found that 
transition more difficult as she’s 
gotten older. 

Maybe that’s true. 

Still, it was shocking to see 
someone considered so gritty, so 
successful at figuring out how to 
win, struggle when so close to vic¬ 
tory. Especially against such an 
inexperienced opponent. 

Did she get struck by a case of 
the jitters? 

“That’s part of the game, is to 
feel moments of tension, to feel 
there’s something on the line. 
That’s just human. No matter how 
many times you’ve done it, no 
matter what court you’re playing 
on — Centre Court, back court 

— just the moment, the crowd — 
Wimbledon, another tournament 

— you always want to do your 
best,” Sharapova said. “Of course 
you feel it. But I love that feeling. 
That’s one of the reasons I play. 
I definitely, maybe, wasn’t smart 
enough, didn’t play the right way 
in the crucial moments.” 
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Eight straight 

Mariners continue winning streak 
by beating Ohtani, Angels » mlb, Page 26 



Inside: England finally wins a penalty shootout, Page 29 


William says Brazil has to continue to improve if it wants 
to entertain any thoughts of a sixth World Cup title. 


By Luis Andres Henao 
and Anne M. Peterson 

Associated Press 

SAMARA, Russia 

W hile the focus is on Neymar’s 
flashy scoring ability and his 
other antics in Russia, Brazil’s 
steady progression at the World 
Cup has solidified the team’s status among the 
favorites left in the tournament. 

Nemesis Germany is gone. So are Lionel 
Messi and Argentina. Cristiano Ronaldo and 
Portugal are out. 

But for Brazil, the word favorite — “favori- 


to” in Portuguese — is taboo. 

“We feel confident but not like the favorites 
because we know that there are other qual¬ 
ity teams that have great potential. The fa¬ 
voritism comes from the press and the fans,” 
winger Willian said. “We want to remain firm 
in our goal, which is to move step by step and 
reach the final.” 

The five-time World Cup champions opened 
the knockout round on Monday in Samara by 
beating Mexico 2-0 for their third straight 
shutout. Neymar scored his second goal of the 
tournament in the 51st minute, and substitute 
Roberto Firmino scored in the 88th. 

SEE ACT ON PAGE 28 


Flashy Brazil playing defense, too 


Federer, Serena easily into third round 

Wimbledon, Page 31 


Capitals haven't made many changes 

NHL, Page 30 



























